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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 

THE LOBD BISHOP OF CHESTEK. 



My Lord, 

It is very pleasant to me to have an oppor- 
tunity of thus publicly recording my veneration 
for your character, and my gratitude for the 
firiendship with which you favour me. You 
have given a fresh proof of that friendship by 
allowing these volumes to appear under the 
sanction of your name. Their only claim to 
such sanction is, that they are a hearty though 
humble effort to vindicate those truths and up- 
hold that church which you have so nobly vin- 
dicated and upholden. The former you have 
done with no less wisdom than faithfulness, no 
less power than kindness ; the latter you have 
done not so much by your pen and your tongue 
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IV DEDICATION. 

as by your life and your labours. The state of 
the diocese of Chester, the churches which have 
been built there since you have presided over it, 
the schools which have been established, the 
faithful pastors who have been multiplied, the 
moral and religious improvement of the popu- 
lation, the harmony and efficiency of the whole 
ecclesiastical machinery under your care, — these 
are the most eloquent evidences of your church- 
manship — ^these the surest seals of your episco- 
pate. To crown all, instead of the language of 
self-gratulation, I know the language of your heart 
to be, *' not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but unto 
Thy name give the praise !" Long may He who 
has enabled you to be what you are, and to do 
what you have done, strengthen you, " both out- 
wardly in body and inwardly in soul,*' for the 
good of his church, and the honour of his name ! 
— Such, my Lord, is the prayer of myriads of your 
countrymen, and of none more heartily than of 
Your grateful, respectful, and affectionate 
Friend and servant, 

HUGH STOWELL. 
Manchester, Sept, 7, 1845. 
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PREFACE. 



The design of this Preface is simply to 
state the circumstances which gave rise to 
the following discourses, and the view 
with which they were first preached and 
are now published. I was induced to 
undertake the course in consequence of 
the spirit of inquiry on certain points, 
some of them theological and others 
ecclesiastical, which had been stirred up 
in the minds of many of my flock by the 
controversies which agitated, and still, un- 
happily, agitate the church. On some of 
those points I found that their information 
was scanty, on others that their opinions 
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VI PREFACE. 

were unformed, and on not a few that their 
judgments were unsettled. They had not 
embraced error, yet they were not suffi- 
ciently grounded in truth. My object, 
therefore, was not so much to grapple 
with false doctrine, as to define, illustrate, 
and enforce sound doctrine. Hence, these 
sermons will be found to be less contro- 
versial and more practical than their title 
might seem to indicate. In the first in- 
stance I did not contemplate publication; 
indeed my active engagements are such as 
to make it almost presumptuous in me to at- 
tempt it; but so many of my hearers impor- 
tuned me to publish — at the same timeoflfer- 
ing to secure the services of a masterly short- 
hand writer to take down my discourses, 
—that I did not feel I should be justified in 
withstanding their wishes. The report 
furnished to me was very correct, and 1 
have spared no pains, so far as my inces- 
sant occupations would allow me, to make 
it fit for the press ; still I am painfully 
conscious that the work has many imper- 
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fections, and that unfriendly criticism may 
find much in it to expose. But if it should 
place in the hands of honest inquirers, es- 
pecially of my own flock, a compendious 
digest of information and argument on 
subjects which are almost sure to exercise 
their minds, and if it should help, through 
the good hand of God, to guide them into 
sound and moderate views, alike remote 
from laxity and bigotry, I shall be pleased 
and thankful; nor will the critic's lash 
embitter my pleasure, or abate my thank- 
fulness. 

From one fault at least I trust these 
pages are exempt — anything of personal 
unkindness towards those whose opinions 
I have felt called upon to blame. Should 
I, however, have inadvertently trans- 
gressed in this respect, I most heartily 
crave their forgiveness. " My heart's 
desire and prayer to God for them is, that 
they may be saved." 

It only remains for me to add, that, 
" if the Lord will," I hope to publish the 
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second volume of discourses in the begin- 
ning of next year ; and that I commend 
the work to Him, without whose blessing 
the ablest efforts cannot avail, and with 
whose blessing even mine shall not be in 
vain. 
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SERMONS. 
SERMON I. 

PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 

1 Thess. v. 21. " Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good." 

We must prove the opinions which we 
embrace, if we would hold them fast when 
we have embraced them. Those who 
gather up their religious sentiments lightly, 
are sure to hold them loosely, likely to 
change them easily, and almost certain to 
be deceived. That such should be the 
conduct of the heedless multitude who 
have nothing of Christianity save the 

B 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 



name, is more sad than strange ; but it is 
startling to find how many there are, 
earnest in their piety yet unsettled in 
their views ; persons of whose sincerity 
you cannot have a misgiving, and yet of 
whose orthodoxy you may justly stand in 
doubt. They have gleaned their notions of 
divine truth they scarcely know how, and 
they have never so substantiated them as to 
change them into principles. Vagueness 
and indefiniteness characterize their creed ; 
and were they required to give an account 
of, or a reason for, the faith that is in them, 
they would find themselves utterly at sea. 
On such minds, controversy respecting 
the principles of the Gospel, however 
much such controversy is generally to be 
deprecated, may indirectly at least exert 
a salutary influence. It may force them to 
authenticate what they have hitherto taken 
on credit,^ and no longer to substitute un- 
reflecting credulity for enlightened faith. 
The tree which has wrestled with the 
winds will become the most deeply and 
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firmly rooted, and the raind which has 
struggled hard in attaining to the faith 
which through grace it enjoys, will ordi- 
narily prove the most constant, consistent, 
and unmoved in that faith. 

It is therefore, Christian Brethren, not 
so much for the purpose of withstanding 
whatisfalse, as of defining and Consolidating, 
(so far as God and his word shall enable 
me,) certain truths, some of them funda- 
mental and others important though they 
may not be essential; truths, which in every 
period of the church have been specially 
subjected to perversion and debate ; re- 
specting which the Church of Rome has 
fearfully not to say fatally gone astray, 
and about which, ever since the Refor- 
mation, our own church has frequently 
been disturbed, and never more so than 
at the present juncture. It is in the hope 
of grounding and establishing the minds of 
my flock in these truths, that I enter on 
the present somewhat unwonted series 
of discourses. I need scarcely remind 

B 2 
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you that there are those, ostensibly within 
the pale of our church, who have made 
themselves unenviably singular by the way 
in which they have agitated afresh the topics 
to which we are calling your attention ; 
to such lengths have they gone, that their 
views have assumed a systematic form, and 
are popularly designated " Tractarianism." 
And since I look upon those views as in 
many respects sorely erroneous; since 
they have spread widely through the 
bosom of our church, advocated as they 
are with much skill, enforced with much 
learning, and endorsed with much ap- 
parent saintliness of character in those 
who propagate them ; and since no one can 
be blind to the eflFect which they have had 
in disquieting, and unfixing the minds of 
many who are anything but disposed to 
embrace them, surely it is my part and 
duty as a spiritual watchman who de- 
sires to be found faithful, to endeavour 
so to grapple with these false doctrines, 
and so to vindicate the truths which 
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they disfigure, that my people being 
rooted and grounded in the faith, and 
having their minds fully assured, may 
not be ** tossed to and fro and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by the slight 
of men, and cunning craftiness whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive, but speaking 
the truth in love may grow up unto him 
in all things, which is the head even 
Christ." Nor need the minister of our 
church who feels called upon to discharge 
his conscience in this matter, fear lest he 
should be departing from the tenor of his 
commission in so doing ; for one of the 
solemn questions addressed to him at his 
ordination was, " Will you be ready with 
all faithful diligence to banish and drive 
away all erroneous and strange doctrines 
contrary to God's word ?" and his answer 
to that question was, " I will, the Lord 
being my helper." Neither need he look 
far for high precedents to shelter him, 
since eighteen bishops of our church have 
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felt called upon to enter their official 
protest, more or less broadly, against the 
" antiquated novelties" to which we refer. 
Amongst these prelates our own beloved 
diocesan has distinguished himself by his 
noble stand in defence of the truth. Shielded 
by such precedents and in discharge of 
so solemn a pledge, given in the most 
solemn hour of my clerical life, I cannot 
be charged with needlessly stepping out 
of the ordinary course of pastoral minis- 
tration , in thus directing your minds to 
the contemplation of several leading truths 
in their antagonistic aspect towards certain 
mischievous and prevalent errors. In 
doing so however, I trust in God that I 
shall be enabled to exercise all charity, 
meekness, and forbearance. With this end 
in view, I shall avoid, as little in harmony 
with this hallowed place and day, bringing 
forward to any extent erroneous citations 
from the writings of those whose errors I 
feel called upon to combat ; but should I 
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hereafter reduoe this course of instruction 
to a more permanent shape, I pledge myself 
that then careful reference and sufficient 
quotation shall be supplied. 

Our subject for this evening, as prelimi- 
nary to the series of topics which we 
have selected, is the subject commonly 
styled — " Private Judgment/' It is clear 
that this point is preliminary, because if 
it be not lawful for us to exercise on 
theological matters the reason with which 
God has endued us, then we are nei- 
ther qualified nor authorized — at least the 
laity are not — to grapple at all with the 
subjects at issue ; our preaching is vain, 
and your hearing is likewise vain. All 
that belongs to you is blind submission 
to that which is decided for you by the 
church, or, to speak more correctly, by the 
authorized ministers of the church, or, to 
come to the practical upshot, by the 
clergyman who is your spiritual overseer. 
The right therefore, or rather the duty of 
Private Judgment occupies the threshold 
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of religious inquiry. SuflFer us then to 
bespeak your earnest and patient attention, 
whilst we strive to illustrate and establish 
that right and duty, from holy Scripture ; 
whilst we make it plain that they are 
recognised and sanctioned by our beloved 
church ; whilst we show how they have 
been assailed and infringed upon by 
Tractarian writers, and whilst we guard 
the assertion of the right and the discharge 
of the duty from the extravagances into 
which they are apt to run. — And may God 
by his Holy Spirit so make ready our minds 
and open our hearts, that we may see and 
receive the truth with meekness and 
pure aflFection, and be strengthened, esta- 
blished, quickened in our holy faith ! 

Much as we hear of Private Judg- 
ment, we rarely hear any precise definition 
of what is meant by the expression. It 
seems needful therefore, that we should 
set out with defining what we intend by 
the phrase. Private judgment then, is 
the individual exercise of understanding 
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and conscience in the investigation, ap- 
proval, and reception of divine truth, with 
supreme dependence on the Spirit of God 
as the guide, and the word of God as the 
rule, by which we are to be directed ; use 
being at the same time made of all such 
aids as God has appointed. Now, that 
man has a right, nay that he is bound, thus 
to exert his rational powers is little less 
than a self-evident truth ; for if God has 
entrusted these powers to every man, 
is not every man under a consequent 
obligation to improve the trust ? To fail to 
do so is to be unfaithful in his stewardship. 
Those powers, let it be borne in mind, are 
not essentially evil, however they have been 
weakened, perverted and depraved ; they 
enriched man in his primitive innocency, 
yea, they were the dignity and ornament 
of his soul. Must they then, in order to 
our restoration to the divine favour and 
likeness, be crushed or set aside ? Are they 
not rather tobe rectified, braced, illumined, 
fitted again to serve the high purposes 

B 5 
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10 PRIVATE JUDGMENT, 

which their Author designed them to 
answer ? Strip man of the use of these 
faculties^ and do you not strip, him of his 
free agency and moral accountability? 
For if he must blindly and unquestioningly 
bow to the decisions of others in matters 
of faith and practice, he becomes acted 
upon not self-acting, a machine rather 
than an agent, the mere instrument of 
man rather than the rational servant of 
God. Does not reason itself teach us 
that as " every one of us must give account 
of himself to God," must stand unrepre- 
sented and alone at the judgment-seat, 
must personally answer for what he has 
believed as well as for what he has done, 
so ought every man to search for himself, 
judge for himself, believe for himself, and 
obey for himself? Personally he must be 
saved, or personally he must perish ; ought 
he not then personally to decide his faith ? 
And as to moral agency so to reasonable 
faith, the exercise of private judgment is 
indispensable. When faith ceases to be 
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rational it ceases to be reasonable. Blind 
faith is unworthy of the name of faith ; 
it ought rather to be called fond credulity 
or drivelling superstition. He who cannot 
give a reason for the faith no less than for 
the hope that is in him has not the faith 
of an intelligent being. Nor will it avail 
to answer that there are depths in reve- 
lation which reason cannot gauge ; because, 
however much there may be revealed 
which is beyond, there is nothing revealed 
which is contrary to enlightened under- 
standing. 

But it is time that we take oar stand on 
higher ground than natural reasoning can 
supply : we make our appeal to the great 
decisive standard by which every question 
in Christianity ought to be determined. 
And in the outset, we fearlessly assert that 
the whole tone and tenor of holy Scrip- 
ture favours the exercise of individual un- 
derstanding in the investigation and ac- 
quirement of heavenly wisdom. Through- 
out the sacred writings there is a manifest 
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adaptation tothe minds of mankind at large ; 
they address themselves to the whole human 
family, they make their appeal to no one 
class, no privileged portion of our race ; 
with them as with their author, " there is 
" no respect of persons." Instead of 
singUng out the hierarchy as alone to be 
initiated into their mysteries, or directing 
their voice to the corporate body exclu- 
sively, they rather lodge their appeal with 
individual conscience and make their ad- 
dress to every heart. But if men are thus 
personally addressed by the word of God, 
is it not meet to infer that they ought, so 
far as they have opportunity and power, 
personally to heed, appropriate and apply 
the things so addressed to them by their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Judge ? 

Nor are there wanting in the Bible ex- 
plicit recognitions and enforcements of the 
duty for which we are contending. In 
the Old Testament, God upbraided his 
people because whilst " the stork, and 
the turtle, and the crane, and the swal- 
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low, observe the time of their coming, 
his people knew not the judgment of the 
Lord." It was their fault therefore, that 
neglecting to use their reason, they become 
more senseless than the fowls of heaven. 
To the same effect is the complaint which 
God made by the prophet Isaiah, not 
simply against the prophets and the priests 
but against the whole nation ; *' The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas- 
ter's crib, but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider." Is not the 
very sin with which God here charges 
them the want of reasoning and reflec- 
tion ; that they were become more brutish 
than the ox or the ass ? Were they not 
then bound to know and understand, and 
was not their reason challenged by him 
who gave it ? 

In the New Testament Scriptures pas- 
sages of the same import meet us again 
and again. Christ, when rebuking the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, thus upbraided 
them : " O ye hypocrites, ye can discern 
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the face of the sky, but can ye not dis- 
cern the signs of the times ?" And again 
he added, " Yea, and why even of your- 
selves judge ye not what is right?" St. 
Paul repeatedly lodges his appeal with the 
reason of those whom he addresses. As 
when he says to the Corinthians, " I speak 
as unto wise men, judge ye what I say." 
So in the epistle to the Romans, he urges 
that in doubtful matters every man should 
" be fully persuaded in his own mind ;" 
laying it down as a moral axiom, that 
'' whatsoever is not of faith is sin ;" and 
surely this principle must apply to doc- 
trinal truth as well as to christian con- 
duct; and if so, how completely is it in 
the face of every attempt to shift respon- 
sibiUty from the individual to the body ; 
to merge personal judgment and con- 
science in the corporate judgment and 
conscience of the church. The passage 
on which this discourse is founded greatly 
strengthens our argument : " Prove all 
things ;" no opinion, no observance, but 
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you ought to test it ; and when you have 
so tested it, then — " hold fast that which is 
good ;" tiot " ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth," but, having felt carefully, grasp 
firmly, and hold to the death. In like 
manner, how often does the apostle chal- 
lenge a response from the secret witness 
to the truth which God has lodged in the 
breast of every man. He declares of him- 
self and his fellow-labourers, that by ma- 
nifestation of the truth they " com- 
mended themselves to every man's con- 
science in the sight of God." It was not, 
therefore, by mere authority of office, nor 
yet by evidence of miracle, but likewise 
by demonstration of the truth to indivi- 
dual consciousness in the sight of the 
Searcher of hearts, that he carried home 
conviction to all. There is another declara- 
tion of the apostle still more emphatically 
decisive on the point in debate. " If," 
says he, when • warning the Galatians 
against the false apostles, who strove to 
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corrupt them from the simplicity that is 
in Christ, ** if we, or an angel from hea- 
ven, preach any other gospel to you than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed." 
Is it not here assumed distinctly, that the 
saints in general were not only competent 
but bound to compare teachers and their 
teaching with that faith which had once 
for all been delivered to them — that faith 
which is now delivered to us in the written 
word; and should they find them at vari- 
ance with that decisive standard, to reject 
them utterly, even though the false herald 
were one of the very apostles who had 
aforetime proclaimed to them the gospel, 
or an angel that had come down from 
the courts above? Could language be 
stronger, or proof of the duty of judging 
all things by the word of God, more in- 
controvertible and plain ? Scarcely less 
striking are the words of St. John, when 
writing to the elect lady and her children, 
" whom he loved in the faith,^' respecting 
the doctrine of Christ, he charges them. 
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" If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed." 
Hence it appears, that even a christian 
female, having her " senses exercised to 
discern good and evil," is entitled and re- 
quired to distinguish between false doc- 
trine and true. 

To these accumulated evidences from 
the word of truth, we might add a mul- 
tiplicity of passages in proof that the in- 
vestigation of the inspired page is incum- 
bent upon all. A few must suffice. The 
Saviour himself thus exhorted the Jews, 
" Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of me." It is recorded 
to the honour of the Bereans that " they 
were more noble than those of Thessalo- 
nica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind and searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so." Lovely union of meek rever- 
ence in hearing with honest freedom in 
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ascertaining the truth! Whence sprang, 
not fond credulity, but intelligent faith. 
To the mind of Timothy it was recalled 
as one of his choicest privileges, that 
^' from a child he had known the holy 
Scriptures, which were able to make him 
wise unto salvation, through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus." 

In sweet harmony with the accents of 
scripture is the voice of our scriptural 
church. She lays it down as a funda- 
mental canon for her children, that " what- 
soever is not read in holy scripture nor 
may be proved thereby, is not to be re- 
quired of any man that it should be be- 
lieved as an article of the faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salva- 
tion.'' And in the same catholic spirit, 
she teaches them to pray, that they " may 
in such wise (not only hear and read all holy 
scriptures but) mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that by patience and com- 
fort of God's holy word they may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
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everlasting life which he has given them in 
our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Deeply does it concern us so to pray 
in the exercise of our understandings on 
the truth of God ; for, as we have already 
premised, it is most essential, in order to 
become wise unto salvation, that we should 
depend simply and supremely on the spirit 
of God to illumine and guide us. With- 
out that guidance and illumination, our 
reason perverted even as our heart is de- 
praved by sin, will prove no safer lamp than 
the meteor of the marsh which gleams on 
the path of the nightly wanderer only to 
mislead him, and misleads him but to be- 
tray. We want infallibility/ in the know- 
ledge of the things that belong to our 
pea^e. How many are sensible of the 
want who utterly fail of the remedy y who 
grasp the shadow and miss the reality ! 
The grand reason why thousands are 
disposed to listen complacently to the 
fiction of an infallible earthly judge of 
scripture and controversy is the fact, that 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 

they find such endless contradictions and 
fearful uncertainty rending the nominally 
christian world even upon points con- 
fessedly fundamental. They are staggered 
at this state of things, and they fancy that 
there must be some unerring mode of de- 
termining what is truth. In accordance 
with such feelings, the Church of Rome 
has set up her infallible head ; whilst many 
who too closely symbolize with her would 
fain exalt their own notion of a Catholic 
interpretation into a kind of traditionary 
infallibility, which is to decide the sense 
of scripture and bind upon all believers 
unquestioning submission. But it must 
strike the simple student of the Bible, that 
both these parties overlook a great dis- 
tinctive characteristic of the truth as it is 
in Jesus, even that it is taught effectually, 
not by man but by God, not by ordi- 
nances nor by the word alone, but by the 
Holy Ghost, with demonstration and with 
power. No doctrine is more clearly laid 
down in holy Scripture than this doc- 
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trine. We are constantly taught that 
except we have the Spirit of God, we 
cannot rightly, unerringly, and savingly 
understand and receive the word of life. 
Nor is it less clearly revealed, that such 
divine teaching is not merely vouchsafed 
to the church in her corporate capacity, 
so that the truth shall never fail in the 
midst of her, nor the gates of hell prevail 
against her, as some would limit the bless* 
ing; nor yet exclusively to the clerical 
order, as though they were to monopolize 
the inestimable benefit, and dole it forth 
to others at their will ; but that it is equally 
competent as it is indispensable for every 
man to whom the word of salvation comes, 
to receive, enjoy and follow the Spirit of 
truth. All this can be substantiated by 
passage upon passage. That man cannot 
of himself, by the exercise of his own un- 
aided and unrectified powers attain, com- 
prehend, and believe the truth, St. Paul thus 
unequivocally avers: " The natural man," 
(man unrenewed in the spirit of his mind,) 
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" savoureth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness to him ; 
neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned." Again he lays 
it down as an axiom in the science of sal- 
vation, that '* no man can say (believ- 
ingly and experimentally) that Jesus is 
the Lord but by the Holy Ghost." No 
less decisive than this language are the 
words of our blessed Saviour himself : 
" Verily, verily I say unto thee, except 
a man be born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." Except a new, a pre- 
ternatural life be imparted to him by the 
Holy Ghost, he can neither discern nor 
appropriate the kingdom of God ; in other 
words, he can neither understand nor be 
made partaker of the salvation of the gos- 
pel. These quotations are too explicit to 
need any addition. 

That divine teaching is promised to all, 
and ought to be sought and expected by 
all — by every individual Christian — is with 
the same plainness witnessed by Holy 
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Scripture. The prophet Isaiah foretold 
it as a choicest privilege of the times in 
which we live, that the Spirit should be 
so largely outpoured upon the church, 
that " all her children should be taught 
of God." Now, that individual teaching 
is intended by these words our blessed 
Redeemer made perfectly clear, when 
grounding his doctrine on this very pro- 
mise, he declared — " Every one, therefore, 
that heareth and learneth of the Father 
Cometh unto me." Still more emphati- 
cally, if possible, is the same truth re- 
vealed in the prophecy of Jeremiah, in 
those memorable words adduced by St. 
Paul, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, as 
having their accomplishment in these latter 
days. Foretelling the new covenant which 
He would make with His people, the Lord 
said — " This shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel ; after 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts. And they shall teach no 
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more every man his neighbour, and every 
man his brother, saying. Know the Lord, 
for they shall all know me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord." Could language be more ex- 
plicit? Every one of the children of God, 
from the babe to the father in Christ, it 
is covenanted shall know the Lord; be- 
cause the Lord himself will inwardly in- 
struct them, insomuch that, comparatively 
speaking, they shall have no need of hu- 
man instruction, because they shall have 
as their instructor Him to whom alone 
infallibility belongs. Of the man so taught, 
St. Paul assures us, that he " judgeth all 
things." Neither is there respect of per- 
sons with the great teacher of the saints. 
He manifests no partiality to the intel- 
lectual or the learned. No promises are 
more unrestricted than the promises of 
his manifold gifts of grace; witness that 
blessed assurance of our Lord's — " If 
ye then being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much 
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more will your heavenly Father give 
his holy Spirit to them that ask him!" 
Mark also the testimony of the apostle 
James — " If any man lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, which giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall 
be given him." And to pass by a multi- 
plicity of kindred passages, how decisive is 
the language of the disciple whom Jesus 
loved, when addressing in his Catholic 
epistle the entirebody of the faithful, he says 
— " But the anointing which ye have re- 
ceived of him abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you, but as the 
same anointing teacheth you all things, 
and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it 
hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." 
But more than this, the unlearned and the 
simple have not unseldom the advantage 
of the gifted and the erudite, in becoming 
wise unto salvation ; for it is the moral 
disposition not the mental power which 
the divine teacher regards. Hence the 
Redeemer, when he rejoiced in spirit. 
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said, " I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, 
md hast revealed them unto babes." For 
thesamer eason he assured us that "whoso- 
ever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter therein ;" 
and that " if any man will do the will of 
God, he shall know of the doctrine whe- 
ther it be of God." Many a time have 
we seen it verified, that " the secret pf 
the Lord is with them that fear him : and 
he will show them his covenant ;"— that 
" the meek will he guide in judgment: 
the mpek will he teach his way." We 
hfive s^en the wayfaring man, though a fool, 
when led by the Spirit of God, treading 
iq liberty and peace the narrow way that 
l^adeth to life}; whilst the powerful rea- 
soner, the subtle critic, the elaborate 
theologian, led by his own spirit, was en- 
tangled in mazes from whicl^ he could not 
emerge and wandered far off from the path 
of peace. 
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In this connexion, we cannot forbear 
adding, that the infallibility in what is 
essential to salvation, which the Holy 
Ghost secures to every believer, is the only 
conceivable infallibility which can avail 
fallen man. For infallibility in the human 
teacher could not insure infallibility in the 
human learner. So that were the Roman 
pontiflf, yea, were every authorized minis- 
ter, endued with the awful attribute, of in- 
fallibility, what guarantee should we have 
that he would not be misapprehended and 
misconstrued by his disciples ? Nay, verily, 
would not oral teaching, however infallible, 
be more liable to misconception than the 
written word of God? There can, therefore, 
be no effectual infallibility for the Christian 
but that which is found in His teaching 
who teaches inwardly as well as outwardly, 
who, whilst he opens the heart to receive, 
preserves the reason from misunderstand- 
ing the truth of God. 

We are weU aware that many plaui^ble 
objections are brought against the mode 

c 2 
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of determining truth which we have 
striven to establish. We are told that 
every heretic and fanatic may pretend that 
his judgment is swayed by the Spirit of 
God; and, consequently, that the prin- 
ciple which we have asserted would throw 
wide the flood-gates for the wildest enthu- 
siasm. To this, however, we unhesitat- 
ingly reply, that a safeguard against such 
abuse of the doctrine is furnished in the 
fact which has been fully proved, that it 
is in and by the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves that the divine Spirit guides into 
truth. So that it is not by any immediate 
revelation to the mind that he imparts to 
a man the wisdom which cometh from 
above, but by shining with and through 
his own holy word into the heart, thus 
qualifying the latter to receive the former 
and bringing home the former "in power 
and in much assurance." 

Will it, then, be further contended that 
such is the obscurity and extent of the 
Bible, that by referring men directly to 
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this Standard, we place them in sore 
jeopardy of error, whereas some short 
catholic summary of the chief doctrines 
of revelation would greatly facilitate 
the attainment of truth. We answer, 
where is such summary to be found ? 
If it be replied, in the universal con- 
sent of the church, — where is that 
universal consent digested and recorded? 
If it be said in our creeds, these we re- 
ceive,, not simply because the church has 
so long received them, but because they 
can be proved by sure warranty of holy 
Scripture. But if we be referred to the 
general teaching of the fathers, we demand. 
Is a man embarked on a course more clear 
and defined when you launch him on the 
ocean of the fathers than when he glides 
along that pure river of the water of life 
the word of the living God ? But to en- 
large on this topic would be to trench on 
the subject for our next discourse, and 
therefore we forbear. 

" Interpretation, however, you must 
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have," (it will still be argued,) if not the 
church's interpretation, the interpretation 
of the individual student of holy Scrip- 
ture ; and whether of the twain is likeliest 
to be right ? Against such reasoning we 
indignantly reclaim. The use of the word 
interpretation in this connexion is an in- 
sult to the Bible. We interpret what is 
enigmatical, we understand what is plain. 
The word of God is not a " system of 
hieroglyphics," nor a collection of dark 
sayings, that it should need interpretation; 
the great proportion of it is as simple in 
style as it is sublime in import. A lowly 
mind, therefore, whilst hearing or search- 
ing the inspired record, in dependence on 
the Spirit of God, does not interpret but 
understand ; and it will generally be found, 
that the meaning which presents itself first 
to such a mind, is the meaning which was 
intended to be conveyed. When men begin 
to interpret what is plain, it is usually 
because they wish to darken it; desire, 
not to receive the sense which it offers to 
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their minds, but to force it to bear the 
sense which accords with their prejudices 
or their purposes. 

Still, the strongest position occupied by 
the opponents of private judgment is found 
in the practical results which they ascribe 
to that principle. Why, they trium- 
phantly ask, such strange diversity of no- 
tions, such a chaos of schisms and sects, 
all professing to take Scripture for their 
guide, and most of them claiming to be 
influenced by the Spirit ? It cannot be 
denied, that in semblance at least, this is 
the most formidable objection which can 
be brought against the working of the 
principle which we advocate. Let it be 
allowed us, then, to grapple with it more 
fully than with any other. In the outset, 
we contend that the evils so studiously set 
forth, spring largely from the inaction 
rather than the exercise of private judg- 
ment. Nothing is more common than for 
the very men who talk most loudly of their 
right to judge for themselves, who are 
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most sensitive of any invasion of that right, 
and who plume themselves most on their 
uncompromising maintenance of it, to 
be at the same time regardless of the 
weight of responsibility which it entails, 
and altogether neglectful of the consequent 
duty which they ought to discharge. It 
feeds their vanity and serves their pur- 
pose to be champions for the right, but 
when they come to the duty, the self- 
denying, painful, toilsome duty, of striving 
after " a right judgment in all things," 
then they would fain be excused. Vehe- 
ment for the shadow, they are indiflferent 
about the substance. Hence they are heady, 
rash, and intolerant, where they ought to 
be lowly, deliberate, and charitable. Wer€ 
there less assertion of the right and more 
accomplishment of the duty of forming a 
sound judgment in the things of God, this 
would be one great step towards the unity 
and uniformity for which so many sigh, — 
intelligent union and uniformity, result- 
ing from the use, not the sacrifice, of our 
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minds, resembling the cohesion, through 
naagnetic power, of particles in the crys- 
tal, not the inert combination of hete-, 
rpgeneous materials frozen into one mass in 
the iceberg. Is it from the exertion or 
the supineness of their judgment that so 
many cleave with such unreasoning tena- 
city to the errors in which they have been 
educated— that so many are hurried away 
by names and pretensions, so many led 
blindfold by the bold pretender, by the suc- 
cessful leader, of a party ? Such is the 
mental slothfulness which belongs to us, 
such our. absorption in the things of time, 
and such our insensibility to the objects 
of eternity, that the grand difficulty is 
not to restrain men in the exercise of their 
judgments, but to. stimulate them to the 
free,^ honest, truthful discharge of the 
duty. 

A further and fruitful occasion of the 
ceaseless divisions that disgrace so many 
who lay claim to the name of Protestant, 
is the unwarranted and unsanctified em- 
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ployment of their understandings in the 
things of the Spirit. They search for truth 
in fond confidence of their own competency 
to find it, in the vain conceit of their own 
wisdom. They think to master the truths 
of revelation as they master the truths of 
natural science, by the force of their 
reasons. Their utter dependency on the 
Spirit of God in order that they may 
know the things of God is not realized. 
This is a cardinal error-*-as though the 
seaman should take the meteor of the 
night instead of the polar star to pilot him ! 
" God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace to the humble," and no pride does 
he more resist than intellectual pride— *the 
very pride of Satan. The lively oracles of 
God willnever disclose their heavenlysecrets 
to him who thinks to force from them 
their responses, but into the lowly heart 
they will breathe their lessons of saving 
wisdom. To be studied to purpose, holy 
Scripture must be studied as itself pre- 
scribes, and, as we have already made 
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abundantly deaf, it contains no truth 
more manifest than this, that no one can 
be guided into the knowledge of the things 
of the Spirit, except the Spirit lead him, 
and that they are the meek, and the meek 
only, whom he will guide in judgment. 
It is virtually written over the doorway of 
the temple of inspiration — " If any man 
among you seemeth to be wise in this 
world, let him become a fool that he may 
be wise." Oh, were there more of the ex- 
ercise of our understandings in the word 
of God after this godly sort, how much 
more should we see " eye to eye" even in 
this twilight of our heavenly day! How 
much more should we all ^^ speak the same 
thing" and " think the same thing !" As 
surely as truth is one, the standard of 
divine truth one, the infallible teacher of 
divine truth one-*H3uch and so blessed must 
be the result. 

We would not, however, be understood 
to maintain that perfect onenesd of mind 
is to be anticipated much as it ought 
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to be coveted, amongst the children of 
God in their earthly state of pupilage. 
Diversity of opinion in a greater or less 
degree is a necessary condition of our 
present imperfection. " Now we see 
through a glass darkly^' and by con- 
sequence, in some measure, differently. 
We can no more look for unshaded light 
than we can for unspotted purity, in this 
infancy of our immortality. It cannot be 
but that some must have a more strong 
and some a more feeble spiritual vision, 
and they " who are strong, ought to bear 
the" mental no less than the moral ^* in- 
firmities of the weak ;'' nor do the im- 
perfections and varieties of knowledge in 
the faithful any more disprove the reality 
of the Spirit's teaching in their minds 
than do the imperfections and different 
degrees of their holiness disprove the 
reality of his sanctifying work in their 
hearts. But, as in all that have been re- 
newed by the Holy Ghost the same dis- 
tinctive moral lineaments are found, 
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whether more faintly or more fully deve- 
loped, identifying the whole *^ household 
of faith ;" so in all that have been en- 
lightened by the same Spirit will there 
be found a unity of mind in the great es- 
sential truths of " the faith once delivered 
to the saints." 

Here we pause a little for the purpose 
of addressing ourselves to the sad task of 
showing how little in harmony with the 
voice of holy Scripture and our church, 
on the subject of our discourse, are the 
sentinients of the Tractarian writers. One 
of their leading organs thus writes : "To 
give up the one sense of Scripture which 
the church teaches, is ultimately almost 
to give up the light of revelation itself, 
and to reduce man again to the guidance 
of natural reason ; for though it leaves a 
divine book in his hands, it refers him 
entirely to human reason for the ex- 
planation of it. The words he reads are 
heavenly, but the sense he fixes on them 
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is the result of the mere exercise of his 
natural powers of mind. He wants the 
dogma, the churcKs traditional dhmely 
inspired sense of the Bible to make it really 
a revelation to himJ'^ Does Rome herself 
more effectually lock up the Bible from 
the minds of the people than this principle 
fairly carried out would inevitably do? 
Or does even she more profanely cast out 
of sight the teaching of the Spirit assured 
to every believer ? In a number of the 
same periodical, we have the following 
summary of a christian man's belief: 
** So long as men are content to receive 
the Bible in its authorized sense^ so long 
the system of revelation stands firm and 
unshaken. One creed, one definite belief 
is necessary : they receive that one belief 
because the church offers it them. The 
whole process of believing being com- 
prised in one single act of acceptance, 
the work is finished as soon as it is begun. 

* British Critic, for April 1842, p. 48U 
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Before inquiry can have commenced, the 
man is already a believer, and therefore 
inquiry as the means of discovering truth, 
is prevented, anticipated, cut oflF; it does 
not enter into the system. But once 
introduce inquiry, as the ground of belief, 
as the means of arriving at truth, and you 
cannot limit its office or its operation." * 
To the same eflFect a chief oracle of the 
Anglo-Romish school declares " her chil- 
dren (our church's) are to receive her ex- 
positions, and obey her decrees, and 
accept her authority in controversies of 
faith : — ^and the appeal lies not to their 
private judgment ; they are not the ar- 
biters, whether she pronounce rightly or 
no."t Here is indeed a compendious 
method of attaining to the faith. All that 
a man needs is unreflecting submission. 
He must say with the blindest dupe of 
Rome, "I believe what my church believes" 

* British Critic, for April 1842, p. 488. 
t Dr. Puse/s Letter, p. 30. 
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and simply " because she believes it." He 
who consents thus to sacrifice his under- 
standing rivets a chain round his spirit 
the last link of which he puts into the hand 
of the priesthood and he becomes the 
veriest slave. How these notions jar with 
the testimony of Scripture we have fully 
shown ; and no less harshly do they clash 
with the decisions of our scriptural church. 
So far is she from arrogating to herself such 
irresponsible authority, from " lording it 
over God's heritage," that she modestly 
affirms in her twentieth Article — " It is 
not lawful for the church, to ordain any 
thing that is contrary to God's word 
written, neither may it so expound one 
place of Scripture, that it be repugnant 
to another. Wherefore, although the 
church be a witness, and a keeper of holy 
writ, yet, as it ought not to decree any- 
thing against the same, so besides the same 
ought it not to enforce anything to be 
believed for necessity of salvation." How 
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lowly and lovely this language ! Would 
to God, that all the sons of our church 
breathed her spirit and took her tonp ! 

Unhappily, we might accumulate pas- 
sages of the same unsound character as 
those which we have adduced from the 
writings of men who call themselves 
churchmen, but we rather hasten to a 
more grateful and useful task — ^the incul- 
cation of some cautions and restrictions 
with which we ought to use our judgments 
in the things of the Spirit. Here we 
are most wishful not to be misunderstood, 
lest haply it should be supposed that 
in maintaining our right to judge for 
ourselves, we are advocating or abetting 
that insubmissiveness of spirit, that con- 
tempt of all authority, that senseless self- 
opinionatedness, which many imagine to be 
the essence of private judgment. He who 
commanded us to "prove all things" 
has ordained certain means and appliances 
to assist us in doing so, and fatally 
astray is the judgment of that man who 
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dares to despise these ordinances. God 
has ordained the fellowship of his church, 
the prjeaching of his word, the solemn 
assembly, the reception of his holy sacra- 
ments; he has appointed the instruction 
of the children by the parent, the ignorant 
by the enlightened, and the youthful by 
the aged. Far, far be it from us to 
entertain any vain notions of the right of 
private judgment which would tend to 
the disparagement of these divine insti- 
tutions, which would lead the child to set 
at nought the opinions of his father, the 
hearer of his authorized pastor, or the 
friend of his more matured and saintly 
friend. CAmitaw private judgment does not 
consist in a man's contemning every opinion 
but his own ; far from it : it rather requires 
that we should give due weight to 
evidence of whatever kind; and, with 
the inexperienced and unlearned more 
especially, wisdom, character, authority, 
holiness, antiquity, in a body or in in- 
dividuals, ought to weigh heavily ; not 
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indeed, producing uninquiring submission, 
but commanding respectful deference. 
We are persuaded, therefore, that it has 
not been the use but the abuse of indi- 
vidual judgment, which has caused so many 
to abandon the church of our land. We 
cannot doubt that the wholesome exercise 
of his reason would always lead a man 
cautiously to receive and reluctantly to 
entertain any objections against the prin- 
ciples in which he had been nurtured, prin- 
ciples which he finds to have been held by 
so many of the holiest and the best in every 
^e, to have been approved and vindicated 
by myriads of the mightiest understandings, 
and to have been sealed with the blood of a 
noble army of martyrs. Our church has 
nothing to fear from the legitimate exercise 
of the understandings of her children, in 
proving her doctrines and ordinances by 
that one standard to which she con- 
stantly appeals. 

Let me further add, christian brethren, 
that it would be a baneful abuse of the 
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doctrine which we have been asserting, 
were a man to plunge himself into an 
ocean of questioning and doubt, " ever 
learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth." It is, if pos- 
sible, more essential that a man should 
^' hold fast that which is good" than that 
he should prove that which he receives. 
'' He that believeth on the Son of God, 
hath the witness in himself;" and what a 
believer has been once effectually assured 
of, he ought never to mistrust ; it ought 
to be so interwoven with the texture of 
his soul, so inwrought into his being, that 
sooner than be severed from it (unless the 
Spirit of God were to abandon him) he 
could part with the heart which throbs in 
his breast, or have his soul and body rent 
asunder. The vital truths which have 
become thus incorporated with him are not 
to be tampered with and called in ques- 
tion; they are to be rested upon, as settled, 
authenticated, infallible. 

And noW| men and brethren, to bring 
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the whole of our reasoning to a practical 
bearing on ourselves, let me beseech you, 
as you desire to be saved, as you would 
escape irreparable error, not to hold the 
truth unto salvation in light esteem. If 
you are not prepared to buy the truth at 
whatever cost, and to keep it at whatever 
sacrifice ; if you are not persuaded that it 
would " profit you nothing to gain the 
whole world and lose your own soul;" 
if you are not resolved, like the " mer- 
chantman seeking goodly pearls," to go 
and sell all that you have and purchase 
the pearl of great price, you cannot sit 
down as true disciples at the feet of Christ. 
The truth, and nothing but the truth, must 
be your simple aim. Neither party, nor 
prejudice, nor interest, nor the " fear of 
man that bringeth a snare," nor the. lust 
of earthly things, must be allowed to warp 
you from the goal to which you press. "The 
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force." Earnest- 
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ness, honesty intense earnestness is the first 
great essential qualification in entering on 
the science of salvation. 

With equal importunity would I urge 
it upon you to beware of the pride of 
understanding no less than of the enslave- 
ment of your reason. Realize the re- 
sponsibility, rather than contend about the 
right of private judgment. When men 
make a boast that they venerate no name, 
recognize no creed, defer to no authority ; 
that they are answerable for their opinions 
to no being but God, what is all this but 
the setting up of intellectual self in the 
temple of God: it savours more of hell 
than of heaven, of the tree of disobedi- 
ence than the tree of life ; it is the off- 
spring of ignorance and the parent of 
heresy. '^ If any man thinketh that he 
knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing 
yet as he ought to know," — ^for he knoweth 
not himself. The blindest papist, who 
dares not form an opinion in religious 
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matters because he has yielded up his 
reason into the grasp of his priest, is a 
wiser man and in less fatal error than 
he who converts his reason into the idol 
he worships, and would make the mysteries 
of revelation bow down before its shrine. 
Before all things, therefore, brethren, 
cherish a lowly, childlike spirit in search- 
ing into the things of God. Venture not 
a step without clinging to the guiding 
hand of the Spirit of Truth. Yet do not 
confound self-diffidence with a doubtful 
mind : rest not till you arrive at a stayed 
assurance in the faith. Guard against that 
ruinous reliance on mere sincerity which 
is so common in the world. We must not 
only be sincere, but sincere in the truth. 
Falsehood, however sincerely held, cannot 
sanctify, cannot save. We are not only 
bound to seek for the truth, but we are 
also bound to find it. No means must be 
slighted, no effort shunned, no sacrifice 
shrunk from in order to succeed, and suc- 
cess in such a case is certain. Press on- 
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ward, therefore, till each one of you can 
humbly say — " I know in whom I have 
believed" — " I know what I have believed, 
I know why I have believed/^ 
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THE STANDARD OF FAITH. 

John xx. 30, 31. — ^AdcI many other signs truly did 
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. But these are written, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God ; and that believing ye might have 
life through his name. 

Were a seaman preparing for some pe- 
rilous, intricate voyage, on which his for- 
tune and his life must be staked, how 
deeply would it concern him not only to 
be assured of his own skill in the science 
of navigation, but to be equally certain of 
the accuracy of the chart by which he 
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must shape his course. Much more then, 
since the voyage through the waves of 
this troublesome world is one of dangers 
and changes untold, on the issue of which 
hangs, not the life of threescore years and 
ten, but the destinies of immortality, does it 
behove the immortal mariner, in launch- 
ing forth upon the deep, to take heed as 
on the one hand that his eye is skilful and 
his judgment sound, so on the other that 
the map, which claims his confidence, is 
worthy of his trust, nor will betray him 
in the hour of need. Already, dearly be- 
loved brethren, we have striven to make 
it clear to you, that the reason and con- 
science with which God has endued you, 
used in lowliness and in entire affiance 
on the Spirit of Truth, that these 
are the faculties by which the christian 
voyager must ascertain how he ought to 
steer to the haven of eternal life. But a 
question meets us on the present occasion, 
not a whit behind, but rather, if possible, 
before the former in momentousness — 
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what is the document by which we must 
be guided in our critical career? and is 
that document authentic, suflGicient and 
intelligible — ^worthy of our utmost trust? 
This is the thrilling inquiry which bespeaks 
our attention this evening. 

We have been wont in the church of 
our fathers to hold that the one sure docu- 
ment to pilot us, is holy Scripture, the 
written word of God. But as in every 
period of the church, so in these latter 
days, all who err and love to err from the 
truth of God, lured aside by the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the pride 
of life into heretical paths, concur in en- 
deavouring to lower and disparage the 
divine record, because their heresies cannot 
stand before its stern and simple testi- 
mony. Indeed, you may take it as a 
certain touchstone of every kind of 
religious system or teaching by which 
to try whether it be of God or of 
man, what is its bearing on the written 
word? Whatever tends to honour that 
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which God has honoured above all his 
name, is of God. Whatever has a ten- 
dency to bring that inestimable gift into 
disesteem, is not of God. So it was ere 
the light of Christianity arose. Under 
the Jewish dispensation, the Scribes, the 
Pharisees, and the Sadducees, all of 
whom corrupted the religion God had 
given to his people, opposed amongst 
themselves, as they were in other re- 
spects, yet agreed in this, they all dis- 
honoured and depreciated the holy Scrip- 
tures, setting up the glosses, traditions 
and decisions of man along with or even 
in the place of the oracles of God. Hence, 
one of the heaviest charges brought by the 
Redeemer against these false teachers, 
when he came to vindicate as well as to 
fulfil the law and the prophets, was, " Ye 
have made the word of God of none effect 
through your traditions." In like manner, 
under our own glorious dispensation, no 
sooner did the lust of power, and the 
love of filthy lucre, and the pride of hu- 
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man intellect betray men into departures 
from the simplicity which is in Christ, 
than they at once began to obscure the 
«ole document of our faith, bringing in 
stealthily pretended supplemental revela- 
tions as of co-ordinate authority, that thus 
they might have a ground -work and a 
shelter for the inventions and encroach- 
ments which they were bent upon intrud- 
ing into the simple christian church. Nor 
has it fallen out otherwise in latter times, 
for (to pass over the ages distinctively 
styled dark, when throughout the chief 
portion of the nominal church holy Scrip- 
ture was well nigh set aside, and faith be- 
•came superstition, holiness formalism, and 
obedience bondage,) since the blessed Re- 
formation, how have the heresies, which have 
sprung up within and still more largely 
without the pale of our church, still 
proved true to the type of heresy ; all in 
one way or other putting dishonour on 
the holy Bible. At the present moment, 
take as wide a range as you will, what 
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heterodox sect can be found, whose hete* 
rodoxy is not made manifest by this test ? 
whether the Arian and Socinian, which 
impugn the inspiration, and so virtually 
do away with the authority of Scripture ; 
— or the mystic visionaries, who arrogate 
for themselves an internal light indepen- 
dent of, if not paramount to, the page of 
inspiration : — or the modern Mormonites, 
who screen their wild theories under the 
shadow of a forged collateral revelation: — 
or the Romish Church, which exalts the 
writings of the fathers, the voice of the 
church, the decisions of councils, and, so 
called, catholic tradition, into the throne 
which one authority ought to fill with- 
out a peer or a competitor? Do not 
all these, though in many points wide as the 
poles asunder, manifest the same mar- 
vellous unanimity in the one cardinal error 
of despoiling the Bible of its supremacy ? 
Yea, and, christian brethren, though we 
grieve to say it, faithfulness obliges us to 
say, that the same sure mark and seal of 
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heresy stamps the whole system so assidu- 
ously propagated by the Tractarian school. 
If in this characteristic they do not go all 
lengths with Papal Rome, yet they ven- 
ture on a frightful proximity, so that it is 
hard to distinguish the views of the for- 
mer on this point from the views of the 
latter, unless it be that those are more 
artfully disguised, these more grossly pro- 
truded. 

In grappling with the errors of Tracta- 
rianism on this vital subject, we shall, with 
a view to arrangement, endeavour to 
illustrate and at the same time refute 
them in the following order, — ^as teaching 
in the first place, that the holy Scriptures 
cannot be authenticated except tradition 
establish them ; in the next place, that the 
holy Scriptures are insufficient except 
tradition complete them ; and in the third 
place, that the holy Scriptures are unin- 
telligible except tradition interpret them. 
In pursuing this grave and most important 
discussion, may God divest our minds of 
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all prejudice, uncharitableness and what- 
soever else would hinder our souls from 
the reception of his truth with meekness 
and pure affection ! 

Before we proceed, it is needful that 
we should ascertain what the word tradi- 
tion means, when used as it so perpetually is 
by the tongues and the pens of those who 
affect the phraseology of Rome. This, 
however, is no easy task. Whether know- 
ingly or unconsciously, they employ the 
expression with so much of vagueness 
and variety that it can scarcely be said 
to have any fixed signification. Such 
an indefinite use of language, however 
serviceable in subtle controversy, sadly 
hinders the investigation of truth. So far 
as we have been able to make out from 
the writings of the divines in question 
what they commonly denote by the term, 
it designates the writings of the pri- 
mitive fathers of the church, as containing 
not only their opinions and testimonies on 
matters of christian faith and practice, but 
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as couveying to us divine truths additional 
and supplemental to the written word, 
truths transmitted orally from the apostles, 
but never recorded bj^ the pen of inspi- 
ration. With these they appear to unite 
what they call as the concurrent voice of 
the church, what they characterize as her 
catholic decisions; to which they some- 
times add the decisions of our own national 
branch of the church. 

This definition we are sensible is very 
loose and indeterminate, but we submit 
that the fault is not ours. Now, it is held 
that without the aid of this mysterious 
tradition it is impossible to prove holy 
Scripture to he authentic, or in other 
words, that without this auxiliary we can- 
not be sure that it is the very word of 
God that we have ; we cannot be certified 
that the Gospels and Epistles are the ge- 
nuine productions of those writers whose 
names they bear, that they are entitled to 
a place in the canon of revelation, and 
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ought to have authority in the church as 
the word of God. It is further argued 
that since we must have recourse to the 
testimony of the early church as given us 
by the fathers in order to ascertain what 
books are really inspired, the whole super- 
structure of the New Testament Scrip- 
tures may be said to rest on the pillars 
of tradition, and, consequently, that to 
set aside its paramount importance is 
virtually to set aside all certainty of 
the written word. On a point so grave 
as this it is only fair that we should adduce 
the very words of the men whose teaching 
we are testing. One of the chief amongst 
them, in a sermon on " primitive tradi-5 
tion," thus expresses himself* — " The fact 
is clearly demonstrable from Scripture, 
that as long as the canon of the New 
Testament was incomplete, the unwritten 
system served even as a test for the 
apostle's own writings. Nothing was to 

* Mr. Keble's Sermon on Primitive Tradition, 
p. 26. 
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be read as canonical except it agreed with 
the faith once delivered to the saints." 
Subsequently he adds,* " The use of 
apostolical tradition may well correct the 
presumptuous irreverence of disparaging 
the fathers, under a plea of magnifying 
Scripture. Here is a tradition so highly 
honoured by the Almighty Founder and 
Guide of the church, as to be made the 
standard and rule of his own divine Scrip- 
tures. The very writings of the apostles 
were to be first tried by it before they 
could be incorporated into the canon. 
Thus the Scriptures themselves, as it were, 
do homage to the tradition of the apostles. 
The despisers, therefore, of that tradition 
take part inadvertently or profanely with 
the despisers of Scripture itself." One 
quotation more from another authority 
must suffice. " I purpose, then, now to 
enlarge on this point, that is, to show that 
those who object to church doctrines, 

* Mr. Keble's Sermon on Primitive Tradition, 
p. 28. 
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(that is, some of the high views which 
some hold,) whether from deficiency of 
Scripture, or patristical proof, ought, if 
they acted consistently on these princi- 
ples, to object to Scripture ; a melancholy 
truth, if it be a truth, and I fear it is but 
too true. Too true it is, I fear, in fact, 
not only that men ought, if consistent, to 
proceed from opposing church doctrine, 
to oppose Scripture, but that the leaven 
which at present makes the mind oppose 
church doctrine, does set it, or soon will 
set it, against Scripture. I wish to de- 
clare what I think will be found really to 
be the case, viz. that a battle for the 
canon of Scripture, is but the next step 
after a battle for the creed — that the creed 
comes first in the assault, that is all ; and 
that if we were not defending the creed, 
we should at this moment be defending 
the canon/'* 

These passages, however misty their 
* Tract 85, (1840,) p. 71. 
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meaning, convey enough to startle any 
serious mind. The last paragraph more 
especially it is impossible to read without 
righteous indignation and horror. That a 
minister of our church should press upon 
us as an alternative either to submit im- 
plicitly to tradition or to repudiate holy 
Scripture, to make our election between 
credulity and infidelity, is as monstrous as it 
is deplorable. With respect to the reason- 
ing which is attempted, it rests on a baseless 
assumption ; it takes for granted that 
there were no holy Scriptures in the 
church until the New Testament Scrip- 
tures were written, and that the former 
were not widely diflfused till the latter were 
superadded. But, where is the fairness of 
blinking the fact that there had been a 
written revelation in the hands of the 
visible church, centuries upon centuries, 
ere one of the Apostles took up the 
inspired pen ? Indeed, it is clear that 
one chief end which the Almighty designed 
in choosing out and constituting the 
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Jewish church, was to make it the depo- 
sitory of his lively oracles and the witness 
to the record of his will. Up to the 
period when He separated a people to 
himself, whatever of divine knowledge 
there was, lingering in the world, floated 
down the stream of time on the raft of 
tradition, and a miserable vehicle it 
proved ! As if God would suffer full proof 
to be made of the insuflBciency of that 
mode of perpetuating his truth upon earth, 
before He should supersede it by the ines- 
timable gift of a written document. It 
was on the utter failure of the one method 
that he introduced the other ; a failure so 
signal that the scattered beams of revelation 
which had been vouchsafed at divers times 
and in sundry manners, before the call 
of Abraham, were well nigh wholly 
quenched, and gross idolatry had with 
little exception overspread the earth. At 
this crisis, it pleased God to originate a 
visible church amongst mankind. Though 
aforetime, in every period, there had been 
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those who called upon the name of the 
Lord and like Enoch walked with God 
and found eternal life ; yet an organized 
body, such as is intended by the expression 
**a visible church," could not, properly 
speaking, be said to have existed. But 
no sooner had such oi^nization been ac- 
complished, no sooner had God moulded 
and finished his golden candlestick, than he 
placed upon it the heaven-lighted lamp of a 
written revelation. Nor was that re- 
velation made to rest on antecedent tra- 
dition ; it was avouched by God himself 
with the most direct demonstration and 
the most overwhelming grandeur. De- 
scending on Sinai with every imagi- 
nable circumstance of majesty, in the 
presence of the assembled nation of Israel, 
He wrote, amid the thick darkness, the 
summary of his law and covenant on two 
tables of stone and delivered them into 
the hands of Moses. Awful honour put 
on the temple of inspiration — that its first 
stone was laid by the very hand of God ! 
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To what the Almighty had engraven, large 
additions were made by the pen of Moses, 
who wrote as he was instructed by the 
Lord, speaking to him face to face. And all 
these circumstances which avouched their 
divine origin were embodied in the sacred 
writings, and were recalled to the minds 
of the people as sanctioning those writings, 
when Moses committed them to the nation 
on the plains of Moab. Such and so in- 
subvertible is the foundation of the written 
word. Holy Scripture was in no wise made 
to rest on anterior tradition, but to stand, 
self-poised and self-sustained, as founded 
directly by the Almighty. The rather, 
because that in the record was interwoven 
a prophetic history, stretching through all 
afterages, of the very people to whose keep- 
ing it was entrusted ; so that they, of neces- 
sity, became at once the guardians and the 
witnesses of the inestimable deposit. 
Whithersoever the Israelites went, how- 
soever they might be scattered over the 
face of the earth, bearing with them copies 
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of their heavenly documents, of whose 
accuracy they were intensely jealous, they 
became everywhere a living testimony to 
the written word ; for those prophecies 
touching themselves which were recorded 
in that word, being in the course of 
fulfilment even in the desolations and 
dispersions which befel the Jews, constitute 
a standing and ever-growing demonstration 
of the authenticity of the writings which 
contained such predictions. 

It further claims special notice that in 
the Scriptures, so entrusted to the people 
of God, there was provision made for, yea 
there were direct predictions of, after and 
further revelation of the Divine will. It was 
foretold that the Lord God would raise 
up out of the midst of their brethren a 
prophet like unto Moses, to whom thepeople 
should hearken. Tests were supplied 
and instructions and injunctions given 
for the trial of subsequent prophets and 
the determination of the claims of their 
writings to be incorporated with the book 
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of God. In conformity with such in- 
structions, and as approved by such tests, 
the prophets were added to the law, until 
the canon of the Old Testament was 
complete. 

It is on this divinely laid and self- 
supported rock, and not on the shifting 
sand of oral tradition, that the Scriptures of 
the New Testament are built. To the tradi- 
tions which were rife among the Jews 
Christ never referred, save to condemn 
them, but both He and his apostles in- 
cessantly appealed to the sacred Scrip- 
tures in confirmation and authentication 
of the fuller revelations which they super- 
added. The exact accordance of the latter 
with the former, the way in which these 
realized and accomplished those, the ante- 
type squaring minutely with the type and 
the event with the prophecy, — this was 
the evidence on which the New Testament 
writers specially rested their claims to be 
relieved with faith and submission. They 
made itabundantly plain, that they came not 
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to destroy the law and the prophets, but to 
fulfil ; that the divine cast which they sup- 
plied so exactly corresponded with the divine 
mould which had been aforetime received 
that no honest mind could adopt the one 
except as a consequence he should embrace 
the other. Time would fail us were we to 
attempt to bring forward the inexhaustible 
illustration of these remarks which is 
scattered throughout the New Testament. 
Need we do more than remind you how 
perpetually we meet with the following 
forms of expression in the gospel : *' All 
this was done that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophets." " It 
is written." " It is written again." " Thus 
it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer." ** The Scriptures must be ful- 
filled." ** Search the Scriptures for they 
testify of me." " How readest thou ?" 
" Had ye believed Moses ye would have 
believed me, for he wrote of me ; but if ye 
believe not his writings how shall ye be- 
lieve my words?" In the same manner 
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the holy apostles avouched the New Tes- 
tament by appealing to the Old. What, 
for the most part, are all their discourses, 
as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, 
but chains of reasoning drawn from the 
inspired canon. They described the facts 
which they attested, as those which God 
bad foretold by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began. They 
bore witness to the Lord Jesus as the 
prophet of whom Moses said unto the 
fathers, " A prophet shall the Lord your 
God raise up unto you like unto me." 
"To him,*' they asserted, "gave all the 
prophets witness." The general character 
of St. Paul's preaching is thus delineated : 
"And Paul, as his manner was, went in 
unto them, (the Jews,) and three sabbath 
days reasoned with them out of the Scrip- 
tures, opening and alleging that Christ 
must needs have suffered and risen again 
from the dead, and that this Jesus whom 
I preach unto you is Christ." And as, 
in preaching, the apostles made their 
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appeal not to tradition but to Scripture, 
so did their hearers also, in trying what 
was preached. It is told, to the honour 
of the Bereans, that " they searched the 
Scriptures daily whether those things 
(which were taught them) were so ;" and, 
as a consequence, it is added, " therefore 
many of them believed." From the epis- 
tles, no less than the discourses of the apo- 
stles, proofs might be accumulated to show 
that they rested the establishment of the 
divine authority of the gospel on the basis 
of the divine authority of the ancient 
Scriptures, and that too amongst the Gen- 
tiles as well as the Jews. Two or three of 
the most striking passages must suflBce. 
Speaking of the Old Testament scriptures, 
St. Paul avers that " they are able to make 
wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus," thus connecting, indis- 
solubly, faith in Christ with faith in those 
Scriptures. St. Peter, in referring to the 
epistles of St. Paul, expressly classes them 
with " the other Scriptures," meaning no 
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doubt the law and the prophets ; in this 
way recognizing the former as identified 
with the canon of the latter. But we 
must draw this argument to a close. We 
conclude therefore, that the superstruc- 
ture of the New Testament, instead of 
resting its weight on the fragments of oral 
tradition, is raised upon the sure founda- 
tion of the Old Testament Scriptures, the 
corner-stone of which was laid upon Mount 
Sinai by the Almighty architect of all 
things. Perfect unity and continuity 
characterise the whole structure ; part is 
so adjusted to part, and stone so inter- 
laced with stone, that the whole must 
stand or fall together. 

It further claims to be noted, that those 
who contend that " the unwritten word of 
God," as they term it, was originally the 
test of the written, overlook or withhold 
the important fact, that the chief por- 
tion of the New Testament Scriptures was 
received in the churches as of divine 
authority, during the life and the labours 
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of the greater number of the apostles. Is 
it fair then, to assume, that apostolical 
teaching, as kept in memory by the dis- 
ciples of the apostles, was the chief touch- 
stone of the genuineness of what purported 
to be apostolical writing? Such mighty 
in some measure, have been the case had 
their works been posthumous, but as it 
was, would not the appeal be, if un- 
certainty existed, to the apostles them- 
selves? And were not they, who wrote 
by the inspiration of God, competent 
to determine what documents were in- 
spired ? And is it to be imagined, that 
they would suflfer any records to be palmed 
upon the church as divine, to be embodied 
in the canon of revelation, of the genuin- 
ness and authenticity of which there could 
be any question ? 

In thus jealously vindicating holy Scrip- 
ture from the charge of depending on 
tradition for its authority, we would by no 
means be understood to depreciate the 
value of primitive ecclesiastical writers as 

8 
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historical witnesses. We fully acknow- 
ledge their testimony in favour of holy 
Scripture to be of no small value, to be a 
prominent link in the great chain of evi- 
dence wherewith God has encircled his 
truth. But this acknowledgment in no- 
wise commits us to the mischievous notion, 
that they are therefore to be regarded as 
in some sort infallible authorities in doc- 
trinal matters, as entitled to a reverence 
only secondary to that due to the inspired 
penmen themselves. Surely it is one 
thing to give credible evidence to the 
genuineness of a book, and quite another 
thing to be essential to the integrity and 
completeness of that book. Josephus and 
Celsus furnish important witness in cor- 
roboration of the gospel, but are they 
therefore invested with any authority 
over our faith ? We repeat it, my bre- 
thren, we do not disparage the primitive 
writers of the church ; in their own place 
they are worthy. of veneration and respect ; 
as the attendants and train-bearers of a 
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monarch derive honour from him on whom 
they wait ; but woe be to them, if they 
attempt to invade his office, or arrogate 
his authority. 

We cannot bring ourselves to close this 
branch of our discussion, without adverting 
to that intrinsical evidence which all holy 
Scripture carries with it to those who are 
"spiritually-minded;" a species of proof 
held in very light esteem by unbelievers, 
but, as we are persuaded, to many of you, 
beloved, supremely satisfying. There is 
a heavenly stamp on what has been given 
by inspiration of God. It is fraught with 
such self-evidencing power to those en« 
dued with spiritual discernment, that 
they little lean on external evidence, 
however valuable in its place, they 
little prize, for themselves, traditionary 
testimony, however necessary in argument 
with the doubtful and unbelieving. The 
saints have " the witness in themselves.'* 
They have " set to their seal that God is 
true,'* and that all holy Scripture is the 
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truth of God. Their sanctified reasons 
and consciences give clear response to the 
sound of the " livelj/ oracles," but they re^ 
spond to none beside. They know the 
voice of " the good shepherd," but " they 
know not the voice of a stranger.'* Hence, 
you will find many of the staunchest and 
most earnest believers amongst those who 
have never heard of the existence of tradi- 
tion, andknow nought of patristic lore. True 
it is, they might not be able to encounter 
the subtlety of the Jesuit or the sophistry 
of the infidel, yet would they stand un- 
shaken in their simple behef, and be pre^- 
pared to seal that belief with their blood. 
To such happy individuals there belongs so 
nice a perception, so discriminative a 
taste, that we will venture to say they 
could at once tell, even though themselves 
unable to read, if transition were made, 
in reading in their hearing, from the pages 
of inspiration to the writings of the holiest 
and best of the early fathers, or to those 
apocryphal writings which the Church of 
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Rome presumes to blend with the Word of 
God. So marked is the diflference be- 
tween the former and the latter, in tone, in 
sentiment, in spirit, and in style ; these so 
earthly, those so heavenly; these so re* 
dolent of man, those so instinct with God ; 
that such as have " their senses exercised 
to discern good and evil," can scarcely be 
at a loss to tell, which is of earth and which 
from heaven, Happy, thrice happy they, 
enriched with so excellent a gift, endued 
with such heavenly wisdom ! 

11. The next point on which the views 
of the Tractarian school have a tendency 
to disparage the holy Scriptures, is, that 
they represent them as insufficient, except 
tradition complete them. Here again, let 
us briefly call your attention to the Ian* 
guage used by these divines. One of the 
chief amongst them thus writes ; " Catho- 
lic tradition is a divine informant in reli- 
gious matters,"* ** th^ unwritten word.'^f 
* Newman. Lect. on Rom. p. 329. t Ibid p. 355. 

£ 2 
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" We agree with the Romanist in appeal* 
ing to antiquity as (mr great teacher^'* 
"These two (the Bible and Catholic tradi- 
dition) together^ make up a joint rule (of 
faith.")f Scripture is " but the document 
of appeal, and catholic tradition the auihxh 
ritatwe teacher of Christians.''^ Another 
eminent writer of the same class, treating 
of concurrent patristical tradition, asserts 
that it is that " oral teaching" of the apo- 
stles which the ** Holy Spirit inspired."^ 
Such traditions are " unquestionable relics 
of the apostles," || " precious apostolical 
relics."1[ Such tradition is "practically 
infallible ;"** and " if we will be impartial, 
we cannot hide it from ourselves that God's 
univritten word^ if it can be anyhow authen- 
ticated, must necessarily demand the same 
reverence from us, (as his written word ;) 
and for exactly the same reason, because 

• Newman. Lecture on Rom. p. 47. 

t Ibid. p. 327. X Ibid. p. 343. 

§ Keble^s Sermon^ 3rd* edit. p. 24. || Ibid. p. 41. 

^ Ibid. p. 42. ** Ibid. p. 142 and 146. 
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it is his word.*** " Confining our view to 
that which toucJies the foundation, we shall 
find that the matters are 'neither fern nor 
unimportant which are settled by tradi- 
tionary evidence The points of 

catholic consent, known by tradition, con- 
stitute the knots and ties of the whole 
system, being such as these, — the canon of 
Scripture, the full doctrines of the Trinity 
and Incarnation, &c." f The rule of faith 
is made up of Scripture and tradition 
together.^ The reputed leader of the 
party thus writes : " The unanimous wit- 
ness of Christendom is the mily^ and the 
fully sufiicient, and the really existing 
guarantee of the whole revealed faith. 
Scripture and tradition taken together are 
the joint rule of faith ."§ " Though Scrip- 
ture be considered to be altogether silent 
as to the intermediate state .... there 
is nothing in this circumstance to disprove 

* Keble's Sermon, 3rd. edit. p. 26. 
t Ibid. p. 41, 42. X Ibid. p. 82. 

§ Tract 78, p. 2. 
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the church's doctrine {if there be other 
ground for it) that there is an intermediate 
state, and that it is important."*" (In 
other words, though we find nothing about 
purgatory in holy Scripture, yet if there 
be other ground for believing the Romish 
doctrine on the subject, the silence of the 
written word is of little moment. What 
an artful inlet for all the superstitions of 
the middle ages !) " The fundamental 
tenet," it is asserted by a late organ of 
the party, " which doctrinally is at the 
root" of the diflFerence between the Trac- 
tarians and their opponents is, ^^ that there 
is altogether sufficient evidence^ indepen- 
dently OF THE SCRIPTURES, that the apo^ 
sties tavght as divine and necessary certain 
doctrines, and inculcated as essential certain 
practices ''f Alas ! that such should be a 
specimen of the manner in which some 
who have subscribed the sixth Article of 
our church, dare to treat that holy volume 

* Tract 85, p. 48. 

t Brit. Crit. for April, 1842, pp. 273, 274. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE STANDARD OF FAITH. 79 

whose suflSciency they have so solemnly 
avouched. Must not the moral sense, as 
well as the judgment, have been fearfully 
warped before a man could be guilty of 
such inconsistency ? 

We must content ourselves with ad- 
vancing but a few out of the multitudinous 
arguments which might be adduced to 
vindicate the sufficiency of the written 
word. In the outset, is it not fair to 
infer, that if God saw fit to furnish his 
church with an abiding record of his will, 
he would make that record adequate to 
the purpose which it was to serve? If 
such a document were needful for the 
conservation of any of the truths which 
pertain to our peace, would it not be 
equally needful for the conservation of 
all! And if, after the experiment of oral 
tradition as a vehicle for the transmis- 
sion of divine truth for more than two 
thousand years, it was upon its utter 
failure that it seemed good to God to 
supersede it by holy Scripture, can it be 
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imagined, that we should again have to 
recur to the same superseded and ineffec- 
tive instrumentality ? — that we should have 
to forsake the secure and sacred ark for 
the fragments which float upon the 
waves ? Are we now, in the fulness of 
time, when ^^ the darkness is past and the 
true light shineth," when, to the law and 
the prophets, have been added the Gospels 
and the Epistles, are we now to be guided 
by the meteor of tradition instead of the 
day-star of Scripture ? 

Our former argument will be greatly 
strengthened by our next, which is, that 
the writings of the New Testament clearly 
indicate their own completeness. This 
they do, both negatively and positively. 
Negatively, for they neither refer us, nor 
lead us to look, to other and after reve- 
lations, as we have shown to have been done 
most fully in the case of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. And can this silence be mista- 
ken ? Could it have failed that there would 
have been some intimation of the (so- 
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styled) '* unwritten word," had such an ad* 
ditional guide been designed for us ? But 
we have surer ground to rest upon, for the 
writings of the New Testament repeatedly 
imply, not to say assert, their own fulness 
and finality. They represent themselves 
as the casket into which were deposited 
the truths which, in the first instance, were 
spoken, and, in the next written by in- 
spiration of God ; and they plainly assume, 
that in this depository every heavenly gem 
intended for the church's treasure was 
carefully bestowed. To this effect, St 
Luke thus prefaces his gospel, " For- 
asmuch as many have taken in hand to 
set forth in order a declaration of those 
things which are most surely believed 
among us, even as they delivered them 
unto us, which from the beginning were 
eye-witnesses, and ministers of the word ; 
it seemed good to me also, having had 
perfect understanding of all things from 
the very first, to write unto thee in order, 

£ 5 
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most excellent Theophilus, that thou 
mightest know the certainty of those 
things wherein thou has been instructed." 
Of similar import is the striking passage 
from the gospel of St. John on which this 
discourse is founded; "and many other 
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this 
book : but these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing ye might have 
life through his name." It is true that 
the Evangelist here admits that much was 
passed over which might have been 
added to the divine record, yet he at 
the same time asserts, that enough is 
recorded for our faith and salvation. 
Guided as the sacred penmen were by the 
immediate operation of the Holy Ghost, 
they must have been as infallibly right in 
what they omitted, as in what they inserted 
in the book of God. In this connexion, 
we may fitly introduce the words of St. 
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Paul to the Corinthians, "Moreover, 
brethren, 1 declare unto you the gos- 
pel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye 
stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye 
keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain." 
Again, St, Paul in his epistle to the 
Philippians says, " To write the same things 
unto you to me indeed is not grievous but 
for you it is safe." In like manner St. 
Peter, in writing to his brethren, declares, 
^* I will not be negligent to put you always 
in remembrance of these things though 
ye know them and be established in the 
present truth, yea I think it meet so long 
as I am in this tabernacle to stir you up 

by putting you in remembrance 

moreover I will endeavour that ye may 
be able after my decease to have these 
things always in remembrance." Similar 
is the testimony of St. John: "These 
things," says he, " I have written unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of 
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God ; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on 
the name of the Son of God. How mani- 
festly do these testimonies prove, in the 
first place, that apostolical writing was 
" needful" in orderto consolidate, preserve, 
and perpetuate apostolical preaching; 
in the next place, that the former was in- 
tended to be identical, and, (in all things 
necessary to salvation) co-extensive with 
the latter ; and, in the third place, and 
by consequence, that the one was to serve 
as a perfect substitute for the other. We 
cannot wind up these testimonies more 
emphatically, than by the thrillinglanguage 
of the Saviour himself, in the book of 
Revelation — that topstone of the temple of 
truth : " I testify to every man that heareth 
the words of the prophecy of this book ; 
if any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book : and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away 
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his part out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book." What a tre* 
mendous warning ! And if it stands, with 
flaming sword, to guard the precinct of 
" this hookj' then, surely, no less to guard 
the entire hook of God ; and may not he 
well pause and tremble, who would think 
to add aught, as of co-ordinate authority, 
to that awful volume for which the Lord 
God is so jealous? 

All such attempts ought to be uncom- 
promisingly withstood, because they 
would introduce a principle as perilous 
as it is indefinite. We know not whither 
it would lead. Seducing us from the rock 
on which we have anchored securely, 
it would leave us to drift on a starless 
and shoreless ocean; or, to change the 
figure, this principle would open the 
floodgates of innovation, and we see in the 
case of apostate Rome, what a deluge of 
superstitious usage and heretical opinion 
is certain to follow. How true then, the 
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beautiful language of our translators, in 
their preface to the translation of the 
Bible : "But now, what piety without 
truth? What truth, what saving truth, 
without the word of God ? What word 
of God whereof we may be sure without 
the Scripture ?" The false principle, which 
we are reprobating, tends, at once, to 
unfix the landmarks of salvation, and 
ultimately to cast the Bible altogether into 
the shade. 

But further, the claims set up for tra- 
dition are wholly indefensible, because it is 
impossible to determine whether any or 
what portion of it demands to be con- 
sidered as divine. If it be supposed 
that such " unwritten revelation" has been 
transmitted to us orally, what can be more 
vague? We know how uncertain, after 
the lapse of a few months, not to say years, 
any statement becomes which is so re- 
ported. The more so, if the prejudices 
and passions of men are called into play 
by that which they report. What idea 
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then, can be formed of the transmission of 
truth through such conveyance, for nearly 
eighteen centuries ? If, however, it be 
alledged, that these fragments of inspiration 
have been treasured up in the writings of 
the fathers, and in the decrees of the uni- 
versal church, we rejoin— -but who is the 
infallible judge that shall infallibly dis- 
tinguish the precious from the vile, that 
shall unerringly discern between the sand- 
grains of earth, and the gold-dust of heaven ? 
He must possess inspiration to do so» 
Rome, on this point, is only consistent in 
arrogating to herself the attribute of in- 
fallibility ; but our church is guiltless of 
any such arrogancy, and, assuredly, those 
who call themselves her sons ought not to 
set up higher pretensions for her, than 
she ventures to advance for herself. To 
refer us to the voluminous, diffuse, some- 
times intricate, frequently doubtful, often* 
times turgid and obscure, in many in- 
stances, interpolated and mutilated, writings 
of the fathers, in order that, amidst the 
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heap, we may search out such pure pearls 
as we shall dare to string upon the same 
golden thread with the jewels wherewith 
God himself hath enriched and beautified 
his church, is to set us upon a task as toil- 
some and bootless as that of the Israelites 
in the land of their bondage, when they 
were scattered abroad over the face of the 
country to gather stubble instead of straw. 
Bring forward, it may be safely retorted 
on the partisans of unwritten revelation, 
those supplemental truths of which you 
speak, and furnish us with the same de- 
monstration of their divinity that we have 
of the divinity of holy Scripture, and then 
we will pledge ourselves to treat them 
with the same reverence, and bow to them 
with the same submission. 

One might imagine, from the urgency of 
many on the subject of tradition, that there 
was a fearful deficiency of information and 
instruction in the book of God. But is 
such indeed the case ? So far from it, 
that there is no vital point on which it 
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does not give us line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept. Even the two sub- 
jects usually instanced as those on which 
larger information, than the written word 
supplies, seems to be required — infant bap- 
tism and the change of the sabbath ; even 
on these there is quite enough of light re- 
flected to satisfy a humble mind. The 
analogy between baptism and circumcision, 
the initiatory sacrament under the old dis- 
pensation, seconded by the example of 
Christ in welcoming and blessing little chil- 
dren^ is suflScient in the one case ; and the 
indications and intimations of the change of 
the. day, in the apostolic church, are suflS- 
cient in the other. Still it is alleged, that 
we have nothing in the Bible like a digested 
creed, a systematic summary of truth ; and 
hence it is inferred that such a summary 
must be sought for amid the relics of an- 
tiquity. But is not the, seemingly, unsys- 
tematicmethod in which divine truth iscom- 
municatedby theinspired records, the result 
of design not of incompleteness? And 
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is not this (as the worldly-wise would deem 
it) apparent imperfection of Scripture, one 
of its characteristic excellences, so that in 
this respect, as in every other, " the foolish- 
ness of God is wiser than men ;" for this 
very peculiarity specially adapts it to the 
unskilled and unscientific multitude of the 
human race ; fitting it to be the book of the 
world, to come down to every under- 
standing and. home to every heart ? Yea, 
and is not this distinctive feature of the 
word of God in strict harmony with the 
character of the works of God ? In the 
latter, as in the former, how little of pal- 
pable plan, how little of scientific system ! 
Yet, what order, amid seeming confusion — 
what design, amid seeming casualty — ^what 
unity, amidst endless diversity ! Let us 
not be misunderstood however, as though 
we would speak slightingly of received 
and venerable creeds and confessions of 
faith ; they have their place and their 
value in theology, even as classifications 
and compendiums have in natural philo- 
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sophy ; but as in the latter case we do not 
judge and correct nature by these, but 
rather these by nature, so we do not try 
and judge Scripture by our creeds, 
but our creeds by holy Scripture* So 
pronounces our own scriptural church in 
her eighth Article, wherein she declares 
that the three primitive creeds " ought 
thoroughly to be received and believed," 
(not simply because they are of hoary age, 
nor because they have been universally 
acknowledged by the church, but) ** be- 
cause they may be proved by most certain 
warrants of holy Scripture." And as we 
would not be understood to depreciate 
primitive creeds, so neither, we must in 
justice to ourselves repeat it, would we be 
understood to disparage the testimony of 
primitive writers in matters of feith and 
practice, in questions of order, discipline, 
and ecclesiastical constitution, provided 
only and always, ** that whatsoever is not 
read" in holy Scripture, "nor may be 
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proved thereby, is not to be required of 
any man, that it should be believed as an 
article of the faith, or be thought requisite 
or necessary to salvation." 

III. Important as is this branch of our 
discussion, we must not enlarge, but ra- 
ther hasten, in the last place, to exem- 
plify and expose the tendency of the 
writings of the Tractarian school to dis- 
honour holy Scripture, by representing it 
as unintelligible except as tradition inter- 
pret it. On this startling point we find 
them thus teaching: "When the sense of 
Scripture, as interpreted by reason, is 
contrary to the sense given to it by ca- 
tholic antiquity, we ought to side with 
the latter."* Another author, of the same 
class, thus writes : " The gospel doctrine 
or message," " is but indirectly and c(h 
vertly recorded in Scripture under the sur- 
face."t And again, " We have reason to 

* Newman's Lectures on Bom* p. 160. 
t Tract 85, p. 27. 
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believe that God, our Maker and Gover- 
nor, has spoken to us by revelation, yet 
vehy has he not spoken more clearly ? He 
has given us doctrines which are but ob- 
scurely gathered from Scripture, and a 
Scripture which is but obscurely gathered 
from history. It is not a single fact, but 
a double fact; it is a coincidence. We 
have two informants, and both leave room 
for doubt. God's ways are surely not our 
ways.'* Bad as this is, it is even out- 
done in the following paragraph, from a 
late organ of the party. " Of what an 
excellent character is the Bible, if wie 
have no means given us by which to un- 
derstand or interpret it ? * If the trumpet 
give an uncertain sound, who shall pre- 
pare himself for the battle ?' To 

give up the one sense of Scripture, which 
the church teaches, is ultimately almost to 
give up the light of revelation itself, and 
to reduce man again to the guidance of 
natural reason; for though it leaves a 
* Tract 85, p. 108. 
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divine book in his bands, it refers bim en* 
tirely to human reason for the explanation 
of it. The words he reads are heavenly, 
but the sense he fixes upon them is the 
result of the mere exercise of bis natural 
powers of mind. He wants the dogma, 
the churcKs traditional divinely inspired 
sense of the Bihle^ to make it really a reve^ 
lation to him.''* Monstrous recklessness 
and hardihood of error! This writer would 
actually fling us back upon utter scepti- 
cism, if we will not bend our neck to the 
yoke of ecclesiastical despotism. Nay, he 
does not hesitate, so far as his puny efforts 
can avail, to shake the pillars of scriptural 
faith, for the purpose of strengthening the 
authority of the church. This, however, 
is not the first time, nor the first instance, 
in which Antichrist and those who symbo- 
lize with Antichrist, have joined hands 
with infidelity to accomplish their pur- 
pose. 

Probably, of all the erroneous notions 
* British Critic, April 1842, p. 481. 
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broached by the Tractarian school on the 

subject of holy Scripture, the one before 

us is the grossest and most mischievous. 

To what in effect does it lead ? It leads 

to the conclusion, ^' Here is, indeed, a 

revelation of the mind and will of God to 

teach us what we must believe and do, in 

order to salvation, but it is so obscure, 

equivocal, ambiguous, that unless you can 

find a divine interpretation of it, unless 

such an interpretation is supplied by the 

church, the book is a sealed book to you." 

Just what Rome teaches. She will, under 

certain limitations, and by licence, put 

the Bible into the hands of her members, 

but then, she virtually accompanies the 

loan with such words as these: " You must 

not, at your peril, presume to understand 

this book, or draw from it any inferences 

or lessons whatever, these must come to 

you through the medium of your church." 

Away with such solemn mockery ! So to 

adventure the sacred volume, iron-bound 

and clasped, into the hands of a man, is 

10 
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no better than to give him a stone 
instead of the bread of life, a dark 
lantern instead of the crystal lamp of 
inspiration. Ay, and further, it is 
quite to sink the Bible in the estimation 
of the recipient ; for, by placing the 
church and tradition between him and the 
book, it makes them, and not it, the 
standard of faith to him. To the former, 
therefore, not to the latter, will his ho- 
mage be paid ; for what is next to a man, 
what he has most immediately to do with, 
that he wil] most heed and regard. Nor is 
it a libel against the devout Romanist to 
say — nor say we it in bitterness but in 
sorrow, — that with him the authority of his 
church — ^that is, the teaching of his priest, 
(for practically the priest is the church to 
the great mass of Rome's children,) is 
quite paramount to the authority of the 
word of God. With him the question is, 
not what saith holy Scripture? but what 
says the church? what say the clergy? 
And so will it fare with ourselves, fellow^- 
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Protestants, should the laity of the land 
suffer certain of the clergy to carry out 
their Romanizing theories, and interpose 
themselves between the people and the 
Bible. 

Not only does tradition, when placed 
between us and the word of God, ne- 
cessarily throw that word into the back- 
ground ; but it serves also, to disguise 
and discolour its meaning. If you 
never saw the light of the sun but as it 
shone through stained glass, you would 
be a stranger to the pure simple light of 
heaven ; it would come to you tinged and 
shaded with the tints of the medium 
through which it passed : so if the light 
of life never reach your minds butthrough 
the medium of tradition, you can have 
no certainty that you have it in its purity, 
for it cannot fail to take its complexion 
from the medium through which it reaches 
you ; in other words, the complexion which 
the hierarchy and the priesthood may 
think it will best answer their purposes it 

F 
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ahould take. Or, to change the figure^ if 
the oracles of God are to be treated as 
though they were strangers, speaking an 
unknown tongue, who can make them- 
selves understood only through the means 
of an interpreter, then it is plain that they 
will be very much in the power and at 
the mercy of that interpreter. 

But more than this, it puts a shameful 
indignity on the divine word, to represent 
it as so enigmatical and unintelligible ; as 
though it were a mystification^ and not a 
revelation of the truth of God. The 
gospel is given to make men wise unto 
salvation. It is sent, as it was preached, 
to the poor. It is a message of love from 
the Father of the spirits of all flesh, to 
his ignorant children, and is it impossible 
for them to ascertain its purport? Were 
the Redeemer and . his apostles easily 
understood when they preached, so that 
the common people heard them gladly: 
and can the same teaching be unintelli- 
gible when written? Taking no higher 
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groand for tha inspired penman, than that 
they were honest, intelligent men, who 
understood what they wrote, and wrote to 
be understood, surely, if we even put their 
inspiration out of yiew, they ought to be 
allowed the justice done to ordinary wri- 
ters, of being permitted to speek for them* 
selves. Would they not, or could they 
not express themselves intelligibly ? Why, 
then, must St. Paul and St. Peter be in- 
terpreted by Irenffius or Augustine ? Far 
mare grave, however, is the aspect of the 
imputations on the written word, when we 
realize the awfiil fact that the writings 
so traduced are the work of the Holy 
Spnrit. Well may a man stop mid tremble 
before he dares impute indistinctness to 
the teaching of the Spirit of Truth. What 
though enthusiasts have distorted, and 
heretics perverted his blessed records,— 
how does this disprove their sufficiency 
and simplicity, any more than do the 
abuses of the light of nature by wicked 
men, disprove its original excellency? 

F 2 
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" To the pure all things are pure ; but 
unto them that are defiled and unbeliev- 
ing is nothing pure ; but even their mind 
and conscience is defiled." The obscu- 
rity whieh rests upon the sacred page to 
the eyes of so many, exists not there, but 
in the state of their own hearts and minds. 
To the man of imperfect vision the bright^ 
est day is misty. To the simple heaven- 
taught disciple, holy Scripture is not ca- 
pable of conflicting senses. One plain, 
consistent sense pervades the whole, and 
though there be deep things, which he 
cannot fathom, they surpass his ken, 
not through their dimness, but through 
their profundity. Such an one finds 
Scripture itself to be its own true inter- 
preter; in its light he sees light, and "com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual,'' 
having respect to the whole revelation, 
and not dwelling disproportionately on 
isolated passages, he " shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make him 
free." 
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All this is abundantly supported by the 
testimony of holy Scripture to itself. This 
part of our argument, however, has been 
so largely anticipated in our discourse on 
private judgment, that we shall content 
ourselves with a few additional proofs. 
How clear the witness of David — " The 
entrance of thy words giveth light, it 
giveth understanding to the simple." And 
again he declares, " Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path." 
In like manner he observes, " the testimony 
of the Lord i$ sure, making wise the 
eyes/' How encouraging also the pro- 
mise of onr Redeemer. " If any man 
will do the will of my Father, he shall 
know of the doctrine ;" and to sum up all 
in the comprehensive and emphatical lan- 
guage of St. Paul, addressed to his son 
Timothy, " From a child thou hast known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
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able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousoess ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
f)3mished unto all good works." What shall 
we say, then, to these things? In the 
face of such testimony, what presumption 
it is to insinuate that the Book of God is 
either unintelligible or incomplete ? Does 
the sun need our tapers to irradiate it ? 
Or the ocean our buckets to fill up the 
measure of its waters ? Perish all other 
books in the worid — and this one sole 
book would suffice to guide every simple 
believer to ^^ glory, and honour, and im« 
mortality." 

Having now, beloved brethren, endea- 
voured to satisfy you, that holy Scripture 
instead of being unauthenticated without 
tradition, stands self-sustained, and self-evi- 
denced ; instead of being incomplete with- 
out tradition, '^ contains all things neces- 
sary to salvation ;" instead of being unin- 
telligible without tradition, is its own best 
expositor ; it only remains that we show 
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you how exactly all this is in harmony 
with the teaching of our scriptural church; 
insomuch that those who teach otherwise 
are as little in accordance with the church 
of which they profess themselves minis- 
ters, as they are with the Bible of which 
they profess themselves preachers. Let 
us, tiien, hearken to her unfaltering 
▼oice. In the ordination of her ministers, 
she solemnly reminds them, that " seeing 
they cannot by any other means compass 
the doing of so great a work, pertaining 
to the salvation of man, but with doctrine 
and exhortation taken out of the holy 
Scriptures, and with a life agreeable to 
the same, they should consider how stu- 
dious they ought to be in reading and 
learning the Scriptures ;" and " in fram- 
ing the manners both of themselves and 
them that specially pertain unto them, 
according to the rule of the same Scrip- 
tures.** The bishop subsequently de- 
mands of the candidate for priest's orders, 
as it was demanded of himself when he 
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was consecrated to his high function, 
" Are you persuaded that the holy Scrip- 
tures contain sufficiently all doctrine re- 
quired of necessity for eternal salvar 
tion, through faith in Jesus Christ? 
And are you determined, out of the said 
Scriptures, to instruct the people com- 
mitted to your charge, and to teach no- 
thing, as required of necessity to eternal 
salvation, but that which you shall be per- 
suaded may be concluded and proved by 
the Scripture ?" To this impressive ques- 
tion, the candidate replies, " I am so per- 
suaded, and have so determined by God*s 
grace." How expressive also, how grace- 
ful and affecting, the simple action, used 
in the services, both for the consecration 
of a bishop and the ordination of a priest, 
of placing in the hands of the person con- 
secrated, or ordained, a copy of the en- 
tire Bible ! How eloquent the act ! How 
demonstrative of the church's spirit 1 

If from our ordination services, we turn 
to the book of homilies, here we might 
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quote p^e upon page to show how glori- 
ously our church maintains the sufficiency 
and simplicity of Scripture. In her first 
homily she thus expresses herself, " Unto 
a christian man there can be nothing either 
more necessary or profitable than the 
knowledge of holy Scripture, forasmuch 
as in it is contained God's true word, 
setting forth his glory and also man's duty. 
And there is no truth nor doctrine neces- 
sary for our justification and everlasting 
salvation, but that is or may be drawn out 
of that fountain and well of truth. There- 
fore, as many as may be desirous to enter 
into the right and perfect way unto God, 
must apply their minds to know holy 
Scripture ; without the which they can 
neither sufficiently know God and his 
will> neither their office and duty. And 
as drink is pleasant to them that be dry^ 
and meat to them that be hungry, so is 
the reading, hearing. Searching, and study- 
ing of holy Scripture to them that be desi- 
rous to know God or themselves, and to 
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do his will." And in another place, our 
church meets on this wise the subtle ob- 
jections of those who would shut up the 
holy records by pretending that they are 
dark and obscure. "Some go about to 
excuse them by their own frailness and 
fearfulness, saying that they dare not read 
holy Scriptures, lest through their igno- 
rance they fall into any error. Others 
pretend that the difficulty to understand 
it, and the hardness thereof is so great, 
that it is meet to be read only of clerks 
and learned men. As touching the first : 
Ignorance of God's word is the cause of 
all error, as Christ himself affirmed to the 
Sadducees, saying, that they erred becatise 
they knew not the Scriptures. How should 
they then eschew error, that will be still 
ignorant? And how should they come 
out of ignorance that will not read nor 
hear that thing which should give them 
knowledge? He that now hath most 
knowledge was at the first ignorant ; yet 
he forbore not to read for fear he should 
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&11 into error : but he diligently read lest 
he should remain in ignorance, and through 
ignorance into error. And if you will 
not know the truth of God, (a thing most 
necessary for you,) lest you fall into error; 
by the same reason you may then lie still 
and never go, lest, if you go, you fall into 
the mine; nor eat any good meat lest you 
take a surfeit ; nor sow any com, nor 
labour in your occupation, nor use your 
merchandize, for fear you lose your seed, 
your labour, your stock ; and so by that 
reason it should be best for you to live 
idly, and never to take in hand to do any 
manner of good thing, lest peradventure 
some evil thing vnay chance thereof. And 
if you be afraid to fall into error by read- 
ing of holy Scripture, I shall show you 
how you may read without danger of error. 
Read it humbly, with a meek and a lowly 
heart, to the intent you may glorify God, 
and not yourself, with the knowledge of 
it ; and read it not without daily praying 
to God, that he would direct your reading 
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to good effect ; and take upon you to ex- 
pound it no further than you can plainly 
understand it.' And once more, even to 
the weakest and least learned Christian she 
speaks thus encouragingly : *^ And con- 
cerning the hardness of Scripture ; he that 
is so weak that he is not able to brook 
strong meat, yet he may suck the sweet 
and tender milk, and defer the rest until he 
wax stronger, and come to more know- 
ledge. For God receiveth the learned 
and unlearned, and caste th away none, 
but is indifferent to all. And the Scrip- 
ture is full, as well of low vallies, plain 
ways, and easy for every man to use and 
to walk in : as also of high hills and moun- 
tains which few men can climb unto. And, 
whosoever giveth his mind to holy Scrip- 
tures, with diligent study and learning, and 
desire, it cannot be, saith St. John Chry- 
sostom, that he should be left without 
help. For either God Almighty will send 
him some godly doctor to teach him as he 
did to instruct the eunuch, a nobleman of 
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Ethiopia and treasurer unto queen Can- 
dace, who haying a great affection to read 
the Scripture, (although he understood it 
not,) yet for the desire he had unto God's 
word, God sent his apostle Philip to 
declare unto him the true sense of the 
Scripture that he read ; or else, if we lack 
a learned man to instruct and teach us, 
yet God himself from above will give light 
unto our minds, and teach us those things 
which are necessary for us, and wherein 
we be ignorant. And in another place 
Ghrysostom saith, ^^ that man's human and 
worldly wisdom or science is not needful 
to the understanding of Scripture, but the 
revelation of the Holy Ghost who inspireth 
the true meaning of them, that with humi- 
lity and diligence do search therefore." 
He that asketh shall have, and he that 
seeketh shall find ; and he that knocketh 
shall have the door opened. If we read 
once, twice, or thrice, and understand 
not, let us not cease so, but still continue 
reading, praying, asking of others, and so 
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by Still knocking, at the last the door 
shall be opened : as St. Augustine saith, 
^^ although many things in Scripture be 
spoken in obscure mysteries, yet there is 
nothing spoken in dark mysteries in one 
place, but the self-same thing in other 
places is spoken more femiliarly and plainly 
to the capacity both of the learned and 
unlearned. And those things in the 
Scripture that be plain to understand, and 
necessary to salvation, every man's duty 
is to learn them, to print them in memory, 
and effectually to exercise them. And as 
for the dark mysteries to be contented to 
be ignorant in them until such time as it 
shall please God to open those things unto 
him." 

These truly, are wholesome sentiments, 
and this is refreshing language. The 
champions of tradition receive no quarter 
from the homilies. Neither is the tone of 
the articles less clear and decisive. In the 
20th Article it is thus ruled ; " It is not 
lawful for the church to ordain any thingthat 
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IS contrary to God's word written, neither 
may it so expound one place of Scripture 
that it be repugnant to another. Where- 
fore, although the church be a witness and 
keeper of holy writ, yet as it ought not to 
decree anything against the same, so be- 
sides the same ought it not to enforce 
anything to be believed for necessity of 
salvation." The 21st Article determines 
that the things ordained by general coun- 
cils ^^ as necessary to salvation, have neither 
strength nor authority, unless it may be 
declared that they be taken out of holy 
Scripture." In the 8th Article, as we 
have already had occasion to remark, she 
founds the authority of the three catholic 
creeds, not on their catholicity or antiquity, 
but upon their susceptibility of certain 
proof from holy Scripture. And to come 
to the crowning article on this vital point, 
an article which we would were inscribed 
in letters of gold in the view of every pul- 
pit in the Church of England — ^in her 6th 
Article, the church avers, that "holy 
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Scripture containeth all things necessary 
to salvation ; so that whatsoever is not 
read therein nor may be proved thereby, 
is not required of any man that it should 
be believed as an article of the faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation."* 
Blessed be God for the testimony of our 
church. H&r voice at least is neither 
heartless nor equivocal. Oh that all who 
call themselves her children, were imbued 
with her spirit, and faithful to her prin- 
ciples ! 

And now, christian brethren, " let us 
hear the conclusion of the whole matter.'' 
Grasp more firmly, and hold more tenaci- 
ously than ever, the vital principle that 
the Bible and the Bible only is the stand- 
ard of our faith. This principle is the 
Thermopylae of Protestant truth, as main- 
tained by our church. It is here the 
battle of the Reformation is to be fought 
anew. Let this outpost be carried, and 
our church is gone. Withstand to the 
face every man, every opinion, however 
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Specious, however sanctimonious, which has 
any tendency, the most remote, to com- 
promise the supremacy, to shake the throne 
of holy Scripture. Let your watchword 
be, " to the law and to the testimony, if 
they speak not according to this word it is 
because there is no truth in them/' Give 
indeed, due reverence to ecclesiastical 
authority — to primitive creeds and con- 
fessions of faith — to the authorized minis- 
trations of the stewards of God's mysteries 
— to the order and the decisions of our 
faithful church ; yet let not any of these 
nor all of these lead you from, but lead 
you to, that word which "liveth and 
abideth for ever." 

What praises and thanksgivings ought 
we to render to the Father of all our 
mercies, because we have his word so 
free, so perfect, so plenteous, in our own 
tongue, wherein we were born ; witnessing 
in the peasant's cot, no less than in the 
noble's mansion, or in the prelate's palace ! 
Amid the boding clouds which are thicken- 
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ing over Christendom, this is perhaps the 
most hopeful presage of the result of the 
convulsion which impends iis« Can Rome, 
with all her motley allies, arrest the progress 
of the Bible ? Can she stifle the voices of 
the million upon million of the lively oracles 
which far and wide lift up their voices 
i^^nst her abominations, and testify of 
her coming doom ? Would to God thirt 
we were more thankful for this inestimable 
benefit, more faithful in using it to bis 
g^ory ! Our unthankfulness and unfaith- 
fulness have provoked him to allow such 
false doctrines as those with which we 
have been grappling this evening, to come 
in upon us like a flood. Humiliation, 
intercession, repentance, fruits meet for 
repentance, these must usher in our deli- 
verance; these will indicate that the 
Spirit of the Lord is lifting up a standard 
against the enemy. Take heed then, be- 
loved brethren, that you do not glory in 
the privilege, boast of the right, and be 
jealous for the liberty of searching the 
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Scriptures, whilst you are negligent of 
the solemn duty, and unmindful of the 
pressing responsibility involved. Bear in 
mind, we beseech you, that it is not the 
Bible in the hand, nor the Bible on the 
lip ; the Bible contended for as the ban- 
ner of a political confederacy, or the badge 
of an ecclesiastical party, that will, in 
truth and reality, avail us ; but the Bible 
in such wise heard, read, marked, learned, 
and inwardly digested ; that by patience 
and comfort thereof, we may embrace and 
ever old fast the blessed hope of everlast- 
ing life which it unfolds and imparts in 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. It is this, and 
only this, which will avail us in the strug- 
gles of life, in the agonies of death, in the 
solemnities of judgment. 
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APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION AND THE 
POWERS OF THE CLERGY. 

Matt, xxviii. 18, 19, 20. " And Jesus came, and 
spake unto them, saying. All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost : teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even to the end of the world.' Amen." 

Had a traveller to trace out his path 
through some untrodden, perplexing, pe- 
rilous wilderness — ^his safety and his life at 
stake, and were there placed in his hands, for 
the guidance of his steps, a map of infal- 
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lible accuracy ; how much would it be- 
hove hira, with all diligence and discern- 
ment, to take heed to its directions. But 
if there were also a guide provided for 
him, to aid and comfort him in his jour- 
ney; one, of whose claim and competency 
to do so he felt assured; ought he not 
thankfully to avail himself of such succour, 
and to submit himself frankly, but not 
blindly, to such seasonable guidance. We 
have already ascertained, that God hath 
vouchsafed to the pilgrim of faith, an uner- 
ring map to track the road which leads to the 
mansions of his Father s house. We have 
seen that every child of God is authorized 
and bound to use, in all humility, and 
simple affiance on the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, the chart which God has so 
graciously entrusted to him. We have 
now to take a further step, and to show 
you that it has seemed good to God, to call 
and commission spiritual guides, whose 
function it is to warn, and counsel, and 
strengthen, and comfort the heavenward 
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travelleps, as they travel on through this 
'' waste, howliog wilderness." 

It is, surely, a point of much interest 
and moment, that we should be well as- 
sured, that those to whose guidance we 
commit ourselves have been rightly com- 
missioned, as well as duly qualified, to 
lead the footsteps of the flock of Christ. 
Such is the subject which this evening 
asks for our serious and unbiassed atten- 
tion. We hear perpetually, at the present 
J4incture, of apostolical succession and the 
powers of the clergy. There is such a 
thipg as apostolical succes3ion, and, how*- 
ever exaggerated by some and misunder- 
stood by others, it is not to be lightly 
regarded. There are such powers as the 
powers, or rather the functions^ of the 
clergy, and these, however mischievously 
they have been magnified by some per- 
sonp, are not to be repudiated or set aside. 
And since, as we have aforetime reminded 
you, beloved brethren, it is not so much 
our design in this course of instruction, to 
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demolish what is erroneous, as to establish 
what is true — to ground tmd settle your 
souls in sound principles, as the surest 
O^thod of fencing and fortifying them 
against pernicious principles; acting on this 
purpose, we shall, in the present discussion, 
endeavour, in the first place, to prove to 
you that there is an apostolical succession 
in the christian ministry^ which Scripture 
and our church hold, and that to such 
ministry there pertain certain special func- 
tions or immunities ; we shall then, in the 
second place, briefly illustrate the extra* 
Yagant and mischievous exaggerations 
which the Tractarian divines have propa- 
gated on these important topics. May 
the Spirit of love and wisdom be in the 
midst of us, that we may both find and 
follow the truth — find it in simplicity, and 
follow it in charity ! 

Fundamental to the investigation on 
which we are entering is the fact, that 
Christ has instituted a standing ministry 
in his church. On this point it might 
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seem almost gratuitous to enter into argu- 
menty for the evidence, in its favour, is 
so clear, that it was never doubted of 
amongst Christians, until latter times. 
Reason itself would lead us to infer, that 
if Christ designed to organize a commu- 
nity, there must be order, and if order, 
then oflScers. No less would reason 
teach us to anticipate, that if in the 
beginning of the christian dispensation 
authorized ministers were required, they 
would be equally requisite in subsequent 
ages. The very names employed in holy 
Scripture to designate the ministers of 
Christ, indicate the permanency of the 
institute. Are they stewards of God's 
mysteries? Then, so long as God has a 
household on earth, will there not be 
stewards in the family ? Are they pas- 
tors of Christ's sheep ? Then, so long as 
he has flocks in the wilderness, will they 
not need shepherds to tend them ? Are 
they ambassadors for Christ, to beseech 
men to be reconciled to God ? Then, so 
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long as there are sinners unreconciled, 
there must be ambassadors to persuade 
them to reconciliation. The words affixed 
to this discourse, containing as they do 
the great commission of Christ to his 
apostles, seem to us decisive on the ques-* 
tion of the perpetuity of the christian 
ministry. For, in the first place, since the 
commission was, — " Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you ;" and since the work, to which 
the apostles were commissioned, has never 
yet to its full extent been accomplished, 
it follows that the commission, and there- 
fore, the ministry must be still in force. 
And, in the next place, this reasoning is fully 
borne out by the promise annexed to the 
commission, — " Lo, I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world ;" for, since this 
promise could not have its entire fulfilment 
in the apostles themselves, seeing they had 
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no earthly immortality, but, when they had 
" finished their course" and " the ministry 
they had received of the Lord Jesus 
to testify the Gospel of the grace of 
God," were gathered to their fathers ; it 
remains, that the promise must have 
contemplated a continuous and abiding 
ministry. How constantly the writings of 
the apostles recognize the same truth, 
needs not to be exemplified. We shall 
content ourselves with a single quotation 
firom St. Paul. " How then," he argues, 
(in treating of the unbelieving,) "how 
then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed ; and how shall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard ; 
and how shall they hear without a preach- 
er ; and how shall they preach except they 
be sent T The preacher, therefore, and 
the sending of the preacher, he represents 
as necessary in order to the believing of 
the hearer ; thus, so connecting the whole 
process in a beautiful chain, that no man 
has a right to break off one link, whilst he 
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professes to retain the rest. We need not, 
however, and we must not, enlarge on this 
preliminary topic ; because, though there 
be some mystical sects who have striven 
to set aside a standing and separate order 
of christian teachers, they are the offspring 
of modem times, few in number and 
feeble in argument, consequently, not 
demanding more lengthened notice. Suffice 
it to add, that the passages on which they 
chiefly rely in advocating their views are 
those which inculcate on all the members 
of Christ, the duty of being the " salt of 
the earth" and " the light of the world," 
which enjoin upon all to set forth the 
glory of God by setting forward the sal- 
vation of others, and which teach that all 
are " a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, 
that they should show forth the praises of 
Him who hath called them out of darkness 
into his marvellous light." Such passages, 
however, only prove what no Christian 
will gainsay, that all believers are, accord- 
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ing to their measure and in their vocation, 
to adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour, 
to be fellow-helpers to the truth, and to 
strive together for the well-being, present 
and eternal, of all their fellow-creatures. 
But it is obvious that these passages have 
no reference to the administration of the 
ordinances of Christ, or to the authori- 
tative proclamation of the word of recon- 
ciliation, which the apostle asserts was 
" given" to the " ambassadors of Christ." 

The next step in the argument is the 
critical step; one of acknowledged delicacy, 
and no common difficulty. It is here that 
multitudes, who have so far travelled to- 
gether, part company. That it is the will 
of Christ there should be a ministerial 
order in his church, the great body of 
Christians admit; but, upon the ques- 
tion of what provision he has made for the 
perpetuation of such an order, they are 
widely disagreed. That there must be 
such a provision follows, as a conse- 
quence, from the former proposition ; be- 
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cause, in the absence of any provision, 
the purpose of Christ would be un- 
secured, and in peril of utter failure. Now, 
we believe that Christ has not indistinctly 
intimated, by his own langu^e and con- 
duct, by the acts and teaching of his 
apostles, and by the conduct and custom 
of his universal church, in the begin- 
ning, that he has provided for an authen- 
tic perpetuation of the christian ministry, 
and that he has so provided, by the 
appointment of the episcopal order, — as 
consequent upon, and, in many respects, 
equivalent to, the apostolical. In treating 
this theme, firmly but not exclusively, 
with boldness but not with bigotry, we 
must bespeak your calm, patient, and 
earnest attention. 

It is clear that qualification for the pas- 
toral office cannot, of itself, constitute any 
man a pastor. The converse has sometimes 
been asserted ; but to assert such aprinciple 
is to confound things essentially different. 
Qualification for office is one thing, right to 
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office, another. No subject, however ad- 
mirably fitted to act as an ambassador, 
presumes on that account to assume to 
himself the function ; be must first be 
commissioned by his king. Must not 
then the ambassador of Christ be deputed, 
as well as endowed, by the King of kings ? 
We hold indeed, most earnestly hold, 
that qualification is of paramount impor- 
tance ; and that however a man may be 
outwardly designated to the ministerial 
office, if he be not duly qualified for it, 
by having been inwardly moved and called 
by the Holy Ghost, qualified, by sound- 
ness of doctrine and holiness of life, 
he is not in the spirit, however he may 
be in the letter, a messenger of Christ. 
Yet, we cannot admit that the fullest apti- 
tude for the clerical function can entitle 
a man to assume that function ; else, in 
reality, were there no security for the dis- 
tinctness and continuance of the minis- 
terial order. Every layman who felt or 
fancied himself to be specially endowed 
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and inclined for the work of the minis- 
try, would be justified in looking upon 
himself as a minister. It follows, that, 
besides an inward and secret call from 
God, and those gifts which only He can 
bestow, there must be an outward and 
lawful vocation to the work, " by men who 
have public authority given them in the 
congregation, to call and send ministers 
into the Lord's vineyard." 

We proceed to prove, that the persons 
who, ordinarily, have such authority given 
them in the congregation of Christ, are 
the bishops of the church. In sup- 
port of this opinion we would refer, in the 
first instance, to the precedent furnished 
by the Jewish Church — between which 
and the Christian, it is fully shown in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, there exists an 
intimate analogy. Under the typical dis- 
pensation, the existence of subordination 
and diversity in the ecclesiastical orders, 
is too obvious to be denied. Nor is it 
unworthy of notice, that the orders under 
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the law were threefold, even as are 
the orders under the Gospel, the high 
priest, priest, and levite, answering to the 
bishop, priest, and deacon. In like man* 
ner, when Moses, as moved by God, added 
to the rulers of Israel, the same principle, 
of a disparity in rank, is still recognised ; 
for he appointed twelve princes, and 
seventy elders. If these precedents, 
prove no more, they at least prove that 
inequality of order in the holy minis- 
try, is not of itself unlawful, for God 
could not have instituted that which 
is wrong. Will it be retorted upon us, 
as may be expected ? — " If you avail 
yourselves of the type in part, you must 
carry it out altogether, and so, conclude 
that there ought to be a successor to the 
Jewish high priest in the christianchurch ; 
and thus, to be consistent, you must unite 
with the Romanist in maintaining the 
supremacy of the pope V* The argument 
we admit, but the inference we deny. To 
be consistent^ we must maintain the supre- 
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macy of Christ, not of an ti- Christ ; for our 
great high priest has not resigned or sus- 
pended hisoflSce; but, as St. Paul declares, 
** He abideth an high priest for ever." 
And again, " Forasmuch as he continueth 
ever, he hath an unchangeable priest- 
hood." In the exercise of that blessed 
priesthood, he is continually engaged ; 
" he ever liveth to make intercession for 
us." "Having, therefore, a great high 
priest over the house of God," one who 
has assured us, " Lo ! I am with you alway 
even to the end of the world," we need 
have, and we can have, no other head. 
. Will it then be rejoined, " If you set 
aside one feature of the analogy, what 
right have you to retain the rest ?" We 
answer, we do not set aside, we verify that 
feature ; and has not onr abiding High 
Priest given us no indistinct sanction for 
following out the parallel ? For will any 
man say, that it was merely an undesigned, 
though singular coincidence, that when 
the Lord Jesus ordained his apostles, He 
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ordained twelve, corresponding to the 
twelve princes of Israel ; and that when 
he chose his disciples, he chose seventy, 
corresponding to the seventy elders of 
Israel. Did not the Redeemer thus indi- 
cate, that so far from it being his intention 
that there should be a studied antagonism 
between the ritual of the Christian and 
the Jewish church, he rather designed 
that the former should coincide with the 
latter, as the substance with the shadow ; 
and that we should, therefore, look upon 
the one as the developement and reali- 
zation of the other ? 

It is of importance to our argument, 
that we should fasten attention on the fact 
to which we have thus adverted-^-the ap* 
pointment by our Lord himself of two dis- 
tinct orders in the ministry of his word, 
the one manifestly inferior to the other. 
In proof of this inferiority we need not do 
more than remind you of the difference in 
the call and commission of the two bodies, 
the largeness of the powers and privileges 
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conferred upon the apostles ia comparison 
with those bestowed upon the seventy, 
and the prominent position which the 
former occupy in Scripture history, con- 
trasted with the scanty notice taken of the 
latter. The closeness of fellowship with 
their master which the twelve were privi- 
leged to enjoy — ^the solemn manner in 
which they were constituted His wit- 
nesses, and, in some sort, his represen- 
tatives after this departure, together with 
the extended authority with which they 
were ultimately invested, all these cir- 
cumstances place it beyond a reason- 
able doubt, that the apostolical order 
was entirely paramount to that of the 
seventy, and that, consequently, Christ, 
while yet on earth, erected the plat- 
form of a ministry diversified in official 
degree. 

After the withdrawal of the visible pre- 
sence of the Lord, we find that the 
apostles held no sooner entered fully upon 
the exercise of the power with which he 
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had invested them, than they recognized 
and completed the distinction of order in 
the officers of the church, by the institution 
of a third class — ^the class of deacons. At 
so early a period in the annals of the pri- 
mitive church, do we trace the great 
threefold difference of degree in the 
christian ministry, which we find perpe- 
tuated in our own church. 

The fact that the twelve ultimately, as 
mighthavebeenanticipated, from the powers 
and instructions given them by the Lord, 
exercise a presiding authority — an episco- 
pal supervision, over all the various branches 
of the church — that they were in eflfectits 
itinerating bishops, rests upon abundant 
evidence. We find that they not only did 
the work of evangelists, going everywhere 
and preaching the Gospel, as they had op- 
portunity, to every creature, but that they 
also overlooked, controlled, and matured 
the churches which they had succeeded 
in planting, accomplishing this, either by 
means of periodical visitation, or by means 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND THE POWERS OF THE CLERGY. 133 

of their official epistles : so that to them it 
appertained, to correct abuses, apply re- 
proofs, determine questions, enforce laws, 
administer discipline, and all this, even in 
churches where there were many pastors. 
By them, churches, founded by the labours 
of others, were confirmed. It was at the 
laying on of their hands the Holy Ghost 
fell upon them that believed. They or- 
dained the deacons. They ordained elders 
in every church. In reality, they were the 
missionary bishops of the missionary 
church, whilst yet in her nascent, un- 
finished condition ; a state of things, in no 
small degree, paralleled at present, in the 
state of the infant branch of our own church 
which is scattered over the continent of 
India. Nor is the proof of the episcopal 
jurisdiction of the apostles at all weakened 
by the circumstance that it was not for the 
most part localized and stationary. The 
truth of the function does not depend on 
the accidents of its administration. There is 
not wanting, however, strong presumption 
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in support of the idea, that even amongst 
the apostles themselves, there existed a 
precedent for a localized, (and to speak by 
anticipation) diocesan, episcopacy. In the 
church at Jerusalem, the mother and model 
church; the church, for a considerable 
time at least, the most established and ex- 
tended of primitive churches, where there 
was a mighty multitude of believers and a 
goodly company of pastors — ^in thischurch, 
there is much scriptural ground for be- 
lieving, the apostle St. James presided as 
bishop. This appears to be indicated at 
least, by the &ct, that when St. Peter 
was delivered out of prison, he said to 
the disciples, " Go shew these things unto 
James, and to the brethren." Why did 
he thus name James, and none save James ? 
Must it not have been because that apostle 
held a paramount position in the metro* 
politan church ? Subsequently, we have 
it recorded, that when St. Paul returned 
from his journeyings, he went in with his 
colleagues, " unto James, and to the bre- 
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thren ;'' why is James again singled out so 
specially ? Why was it to him in parti- 
cular, that Paul repaired ? But a circum- 
stance still more significant, not to say 
decisive, took place in the first council 
at Jerusalem, a council held for the 
purpose of determining the question, 
how far the converts from among 
the Gentiles were to conform to Jewish 
usages. On that august occasion, St. 
James, standing up, after the subject had 
been lai^ely deliberated upon, wound up 
the deliberations of the council thus autho- 
ritatively :—^" My sentence is, that we 
trouble not the Gentiles.'* Can it be 
denied that this is the langui^e of one 
who spake as acknowledged president ? 
And on what ground did he preside, unless 
he was the apostolical bishop of Jeru- 
salem? What Scripture thus intimates 
is fully sustained by historical testi- 
mony — testimony scarcely less ample 
and explicit than that on the strength of 
which we admit that Nero was emperor of 
7 
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Rome, and Pontius Pilate governor of 
Judea. 

It will not avail an objector, to urge 
against this latter evidence, that the primi- 
tive writers used the word bishop as syno- 
nymous with presbyter, for most of 
the witnesses to whom we refer, wrote at 
a period when the sense of the former 
term had become fixed and restricted, so 
as to be used exclusively, in the sense in 
which it is now employed. Here, how- 
ever, it maybe well that we should digress 
a little, for the purpose of obviating the 
common and plausible argument against 
episcopacy, based on the ground that 
the scriptural terms which we render 
bishop and presbyter, were convertible 
terms. That such was the case we un- 
hesitatingly grant; but we are reason- 
ing about facts, not words. And will any 
man pretend to say, that the apostles 
were not of higher authority than the 
ordinary presbyters, because these are 
sometimes styled apostles, and those some- 
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times, presbyters ? Nothing is more com- 
mon than for words which had at one 
time a wide and general application, to be 
afterwards used in a restricted and spe- 
cific sense; so has it come to pass, 
that the term apostle, at one time so 
general in its application, is now under- 
stood at once to designate one of the twelve. 
In like manner, the title episcopos, which 
was originally employed indiscriminately, 
to denote either an overseer of a single 
flock, or an overseer of many flocks, with 
their respective shepherds, came, at no 
distant period after the days of the apo- 
stles, to be appropriated to the designation 
of the latter ofiice alone. We do not then, 
rest our argument in proof of primitive 
episcopacy, on names but on facts, and 
content ourselves with showing that the 
use of words cannot be fairly urged 
to invalidate our reasoning. Controversy 
about words is to beat the air. We, 
therefore, return from this digression, and 
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resume our appeal to the testimony of 
Scripture. 

We have seen that the apostles exercised 
certain functions and prerogatives pecu- 
liar to themselves ; that they governed the 
church, confirmed believers, and ordained 
pastors. We must now take a further 
step, and endeavour to satisfy you that 
they designed that those functions and 
prerogatives should be held and wielded 
by other ministers^ in continuation from 
themselves. This link in our reasoning 
is a very essential one, because, were it 
wanting, it might fairly be inferred, that 
the episcopate terminated with the apostles, 
and belonged to them, in virtue of their 
preternatural gifts, and not as an insti- 
tution intended to be permanent in the 
church. Let us have recourse then, to the 
evidence which may be gathered from 
the apostolical epistles on this delicate 
point. In those epistles we cannot but 
notice this broad distinction — the greater 
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number of them are addressed to entire 
churches ; three of them, exclusively, to 
individuals.* Now we pray you, carefully 
to note, that in the former class of epistles, 
there is an entire absence of all instruction 
on, what may be styled, strictly episcopal 
subjects ; no directions are given on the 
vital head of the selection, probation, and 
ordination of ministers, no rules supplied 
for the regulation and control of pres- 
byters; yet it is not that ecclesiastical 
arrangements, or the reciprocal duties of 
pastor and people are wholly overlooked, 
for on these topics we meet with neither 
unfrequent nor scanty information. How 
is it, then, that on kindred points, of 
equal, not to say paramount concern- 
ment, we find so entire a silence? 
Would this — could this have been the case, 
had it been designed, that either the people, 

* In this general classification^ we do not feel 
it necessary to adrert particularly to the two or 
three very brief epistles addressed by St. Paul and 
St. John to particular persons. 
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or the ordinary elders, or both these com- 
bined, should call and commission the 
ambassadors of Christ, or exert over 
them authentic jurisdiction ? Is not this 
silence, to say the least of it, highly 
expressive? Does it not furnish the 
strongest negative evidence, that the 
powers in question were not committed, 
either to Christians or to christian minis- 
ters in general, but were reserved to a 
separate order? 

This indirect proof is greatly strength- 
ened when viewed in connexion with the 
positive proof supplied by the three epis- 
tles addressed to individuals — those to 
Timothy and Titus. In these we at once 
perceive a widely different tenor of in- 
struction. The persons addressed are 
addressed clearly, as invested with high 
official authority. They are instructed 
minutely, how to overlook, organize, and 
discipline the churches committed to their 
charge — how to test, approve, and ordain 
presbyters and deacons. Let any one 
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search these epistles with an unbiassed 
mind, and then say whether he can avoid 
drawing the conclusion, that the persons to 
whom they were addressed, must have 
wielded special and paramount authority 
in their respective churches. Nor can it 
be pleaded in arrest of such conclusion, 
that probably they were the sole pastors 
of those churches. Such could not have 
been the case ; for we know that in the 
church at Ephesus, before Timothy was 
stationed there, there was a goodly com- 
pany of pastors, who met St. Paul at 
Miletus, and to whom he delivered his 
farewell charge, in anticipation that it 
would be the last that he, as the general 
bishop of the Gentile churches, should 
address to the pastors of that portion of 
the flock of Christ. Besides this, we find 
both Timothy and Titus expressly directed 
as to the manner in which they should treat 
the presbyters, and as to the jurisdiction 
which they were to exercise over them. 
Of course, therefore, there must have been 
elders, over whom they presided. The 
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presidency of Timothy is emphatically in- 
timated in the passage where he is directed, 
"against an elder receive not an accusa- 
tion, but before two or three witnesses." 
Equally explicit is the evidence involved 
in the instruction given him, to " charge 
some (presbyters) that they teach no other 
doctrine." In like manner, Titus was ap- 
pointed " to set in order the things that 
were wanting" in the church at Crete. 
He was also, authorized " to stop the 
mouths*' of " unruly and vain talkers and 
deceivers," " teaching things which they 
ought not for filthy lucre's sake." And as 
it is clear that these primitive bishops were 
empowered to govern their churches, so it 
is yet clearer that they were endued with 
the prerogative of ordination. Timothy 
is fully instructed what qualifications he 
must require in candidates for the minis- 
try, and he is cautioned to "lay hands 
suddenly on no man." Does not this lan- 
guage assume that he had authority to 
ordain — an authority which we nowhere find 
ascribed to the ordinary presbyter? Indeed, 
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we may safely challenge the adduction of 
a single example in the whole New Tes- 
tament, of the ordination of a pastor, either 
by the people, or by a simple presbyter, 
or by several such presbyters without a 
superior officer. In the case of Titus, the 
proof that he ordained, is equally decisive ; 
for the apostle declares that he left him in 
Crete, to .... " ordain elders in every 
city." Let these words be weighed. If 
there were not aforetime, elders in the Cre- 
tian church, then Titus alone ordained: 
if there were, what need was there that he 
should have been deputed for the express 
purpose of ordaining ? 

Against all this reasoning, however, it 
is held by many, that a fatal objection is 
found, in one of these very epistles, for 
that Timothy himself is exhorted, — 
" Neglect not the gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by prophecy, with 
the laying on of the hands of the presby- 
tery." Hence it is alleged, that he must 
have been ordained by presbyters. But 
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let it not be forgotten, that he was also 
admonished, to " stir up" the gift of God 
which was in him, by the putting on of 
Paul's hands." It is clear, therefore, that 
Timothy was ordained by the apostle, 
however the presbytery may have con- 
curred in the act. The mode of expres- 
sion employed, distinctly conveys this idea. 
In speaking of the ordination of Timothy, 
by himself, St. Paul represents the gift, 
as conveyed hy the putting on of his 
hands : when he speaks of the gift in con- 
nexion with the presbytery, the language he 
uses is, " with the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery." These prepositions, in the 
original as well as in the translation, have 
a different force ; " Jy," signifying im- 
mediate agency, " i^<A," co-operative, or 
concurrent agency. Granting, therefore, 
that certain presbyters did, concurrently 
with St. Paul, lay hands on Timothy, this 
does not affect the conclusion, that it was 
the agency of the apostle which gave va- 
lidity to the ordination. Our own scrip- 
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tural churchy keeping close in this, as in 
other particulars, to apostolic example, 
provides that in the ordination of priests, 
presbyters shall be present, who shall lay 
their hands along with those of the bishop 
on the head of the person being ordained ; 
not as thereby conferring orders, but sim- 
ply as concurring in the solemn act. So 
carefully does the church of England ob- 
viate every scruple and exception; so 
exactly does she conform to the primitive 
model ! 

For the purpose of evading the force of 
the chain of evidence in support of dio- 
cesan episcopacy drawn from the cases 
of Timothy and Titus, it is contended, 
that the functions which they exercised, 
the one in Ephesus and the other in Crete, 
were at most but temporary functions; 
because we have no proof that they abode 
in their posts, but rather, that after a 
period, they journeyed elsewhere. Could 
this be substantiated, it would not shake 
the fact that they did, for a season at 
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least, wield episcopal power; and this, 
after all, is the most material point. But 
we do not admit that what is so com- 
monly assumed, is more than assumption. 
The journeyings of Timothy with St Paul 
were nearly, if not wholly, anterior to his 
location in Ephesus. Nor does the fact, 
that the apostle summoned these primitive 
bishops to meet him at a distance from 
their respective spheres, in anywise war- 
rant the inference that they did not return 
to those spheres, or that their connexion 
with them was not of a permanent cha- 
racter. Absence from their dioceses, even 
though repeated, especially if for the pur- 
pose of conference and co-operation with 
him who had placed them ia authority, 
and under whose supreme control they 
must still have acted, would surely, be 
quite compatible with the continuance of 
their episcopal rule. 

Supplemental evidence in support of 
the view which we are endeavouring to 
establish, is furnished in the epistles 
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addressed by our blessed Redeemer to the 
seven churches in Asia, and that at a period 
when those churches must have been fully 
organized and settled. This evidence is 
derived from the circumstance, that each 
of these epistles is addressed to the angel 
of the church, and not to the presbyters 
or to the church in general, except through 
the individual so singled out. Have we not 
here a clear indication, that the person 
thus selected, and made the channel of 
communication to the body of the church, 
must have presided over his church and 
been acknowledged as the president? 
On what other supposition can we account 
for the peculiarity which characterizes 
these letters, sent from heaven ? True it 
is, that in some of them, the singular 
form of address is partially exchanged for 
the plural : but this, occurring as it does, 
only in ^ few digressions, where the body 
of the church is more directly addressed, 
does not at all invalidate the argument 
which we have adduced. Did, however, 
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the point admit of question, the Redeemer 
himself decides the doubt, when he de- 
clares, " The seven stars are the angels of 
the seven churches, and the seven candle- 
sticks are the seven churches." It would, 
therefore, be monstrous to confound what 
he has so clearly distinguished, and to re- 
present the star and the candlestick, the 
angel and the church, as identical. It is 
further worthy of note, that the epistles 
to the angels of the seven churches, fur- 
nish many proofs that the persons desig- 
nated, possessed authority and jurisdic- 
tion over their respective churches. A 
fact intimated also, in the representation 
given of our Lord, as holding the seven 
stars in his hand, whilst walking in the 
midst of the golden candlesticks. The 
latter he watches and pervades, the for- 
mer he elevates and upholds. On the 
whole, then, so strong is the evidence 
thus supplied, that it is no marvel it 
should have led the learned and candid 
Grotius, though not himself an episcopa-r 
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lian, to acknowledge its force in favour of 
episcopacy. 

Descending from scriptural ground, let 
us now touch, though transiently, on the 
ground of historical testimony. In its 
proper place, this foundation of proof 
is in nowise to be contemned. We took 
occasion, in our second discourse, to dis- 
tinguish carefully, between the early eccle- 
siastical writers, viewed as authorities in 
doctrine, and regarded as witnesses of facts. 
Why should not thdr records be esteemed 
truthful and trustworthy, as well as the 
histories of Livy or Josephus ? And why 
should not their testimony on any his- 
torical question, be deemed decisive? 
But, it is on a simple matter of fact we 
make our appeal to them, when we con- 
sult them for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether or not diocesan episcopacy ori- 
ginated in primitive times and prevailed 
generally in the early church. On both 
these points their affirmative testimony 
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may be said to be ample and unanimous. 
Whether we refer to the earliest fathers, 
as Clement, Ignatius, and Irenseus, or to 
the later, as TertuUian, Cyprian, and Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, all of them concur in 
witnessing that episcopacy, prevailed in 
their days, and that they derived it from 
apostolic times. There may, indeed, be 
some few instances indicated by them, in 
which it is not clear that bishops were im-« 
mediately appointed, to supply the places 
of those whom wb have already desig- 
nated the itinerating bishops of the church, 
— ^the holy apostles ; but such cases, if 
any, were rare, and constituted the ex- 
ception, not the rule. 

We can distinctly show the date and 
origin of those forms of church govern* 
ment which set aside episcopacy; and 
we may fairly challenge such persons as 
deny that this institute was originated by 
the apostles, to show us how and when 
it began. Admit that it had apostolical 
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origin, and there is no difficulty in ac» 
counting for its prevalency — its univer- 
sality : but how can you account for this, 
if you repudiate that supposition ? Had 
it not been a primitive ordinance^ how 
could a revolution, so deep and vast as 
must have been occasioned by its after 
introduction into the churches, have been 
accomplished without opposition, without 
record, and without notice ? It will not 
suffice to answer, that it stole in imper*- 
perceptibly, as did many other ecclesi* 
astical errors and abuses; for there is no 
prominent error or abuse, no general 
change in the church, though immensely 
inferior in magnitude to that which a 
transformation in the entire constitution 
of the church must have been, which we 
cannot trace to its origin, and prove to 
have been protested against, and withstood. 
So with regard to papal usurpations, the 
worship of images, transubstantiation, the 
sacrifice of the mass, and all the other in- 
novations of Popery. But can any man 
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do the same in reference to episcopacy ? 
Can he point out the epoch, posterior to 
the apostles, when this (as some would 
have it) enormous innovation arose? Can 
he prove that it was protested against and 
resisted? The universality of episcopal go- 
vernment and episcopal ordination in the 
church, up to the period of the Reformation, 
is a stubborn fact ; a fact by no means im- 
paired by the circumstance of a few schis- 
matical, and for the most part ephemeral, 
bodies, having at different times, detached 
themselves from the early church, and sacri- 
ficed, rather than repudiated, episcopacy. 
To what branch of the early church can 
you turn, where you do not find our case 
exemplified ? If you turn to the Walden- 
sian church, to the Bohemian church, the 
Russian, the Greek, the Armenian, the 
Nestorian, or the Abyssinian, still you 
encounter episcopacy. But a very little 
time ago, a new and deeply interesting 
illustration of our point, has been de- 
veloped on the coast of Malabar, in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND THE POWERS OF THE CLERGY. 153 

Syrian churches; churches which never 
bowed beneath the papal yoke, nor shared 
in the wide-spread apostacy. These enjoy, 
and have retained, their episcopal order 
uninvaded and unbroken from the times 
of the apostles, and express amazement at 
the notion of churches denuded of the 
primitive institute* Surely, then, the 
universal prevalence of diocesan episco- 
pacy in all the churches of antiquity, 
stands forth as a powerful presumption in 
favour of its apostolicity, for how could it 
have so prevailed unless it had been from 
the beginning? 

We conclude, therefore, brethren, that 
the argument in support of episcopacy 
and of episcopal ordination— founded on 
Scripture, attested by history — and con- 
firmed by fact — is quite sufiicient to sa- 
tisfy any fair and unbiassed mind. For 
my own part, my convictions on the 
point have been so clear, even from my 
childhood upwards, that, however I might 
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have humbly trusted, that I was disposed 
and qualified for the work of the minis- 
try, I could not, under ordinary circum- 
atances, have dared to minister in holy 
things, unless I had been commissioned 
and ordained in accordance with my con- 
victions. 

We proposed, in the next place, to de- 
fine the powers, or rather, the functioi^, 
with which the duly-constituted ministers 
of Christ are invested. The expression, 
functicms of the clergy, is fer preferable 
to the expression, powers ; this tending to 
fix their attention on their authority, that 
on their duty; and there can be no doubt 
which is the soundest and safest view. To 
a lowly minister of the lowly Redeemer 
who came not to be ministered unto but 
to minister — to one who is ready to be the 
servant of all men for their profit, the 
very notion of power is startling ; he 
would rather dwell on the idea of re- 
sponsibility. But, functions, special and 
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appropriate functions, the clergy assuredly 
have. They are chiefly comprehended 
in the charge addressed to the apostles — 
" Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded 
you," The public preaching of Christ's 
gospel, the administration of the holy sa- 
craments, the declaration of absolution 
and forgiveness to the penitent and be- 
lieving, the overseeing and directing, 
of the body of the faithful — these are 
the peculiar offices of the clerical order ; 
— oflSces which others ought not to 
usurp, and which plainly imply a mea- 
sure of spiritual authority. This au- 
thority the Scriptures both recognize 
and enforce. Thus the apostle, St. 
Paul writes to the Hebrew church — 
" Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves, for they watch for 
your souls, as they that must give ac- 
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count." In like manner, speaking to the 
Corinthians, of some who had addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints, 
he says — " I beseech you, brethren, that ye 
submit yourselves unto such, and to every 
one that helpeth with us and laboureth." 
So, also, in his epistle to the Galatians, 
he writes — " Let him that is taught in the 
word communicate unto him that teacheth 
in all good things." — Such passages as 
these, distinctly indicate a measure of 
power on the part of the pastor of the 
flock, — and a measure of submission on 
the part of the people* But, as for the 
exorbitant powers which some would ar- 
rogate for the bishops and presbyters of 
Christ, such as to absolve, unconditionally, 
from sin, — " to make the body and blood 
of Christ," — " to open and shut the gates 
of heaven ;" these assumptions are alike 
in the face of sober reason, scripture tes- 
timony, and the spirit of our church. The 
true honour of the ambassador of Christ is 
to be sought, in the faithfulness with which 
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lie conforms to the instructions of his 
Lord, in the power with which he testifies 
the word of truth, in the blamelessness of 
his character, the eminency of his holiness, 
and the witness which the Holy Ghost 
gives to 'his ministry — in sinners converted 
and saints renewed. Even the great apo- 
stle of the Gentiles, who was called to 
be an apostle by the Lord from heaven, 
witnesses of those who were the fruits of 
his ministrations, "Ye are the seal of 
mine apostleship.** But, if he thus looked 
upon the results of his ministry as the 
crown and attestation of his ofiice, how ill 
does it beseem those who make their 
boast of authority derived from the apo- 
stles, to stand exclusively, on what they 
conceive to be the apostolicity of their 
commission, whilst they overlook or lightly 
regard the effects of their labours ! That 
minister will best assert and uphold the 
sacredness and dignity of his function, 
who does so, not by word, but by deed, 
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not by elaborate inculcation of his official 
authority, but by making it felt that he is 
a messenger of God. 

It were delightful to enlai^e on this 
congenial theme, but it is time that we 
should advert to some of the exti*avagant 
notions on the subjects of episcopacy 
and clerical power, which are so sedu- 
lously propagated by a party in our 
church. They lay it down as a principle, 
that episcopacy is a fundamental matter. 
Hence, they inculcate the doctrine of 
" apostolical succession as a rule of prac- 
tice," i. e. that the participation of the 
body and blood of Christ is essential to 
the maintenance of life and hope in each 
individual. That it is conveyed to indi- 
vidual Christians ordy by the hands of the 
successors of the apostles and their dele- 
gates. That the successors of the apo- 
stles are those who are descended in a 
direct line from them by the imposition of 
hands: and that the delegates of these 
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are the respective presbyters, whom each 
has commissioned."* As a consequence 
from these daring assumptions, it is in- 
ferred, that our church is " the only church 
in this realm which has a right to be quite 
sure that she has the Lord's body to give 
to his people."t On the same ground, it 
is boldly asserted, that " A person, not 
commissioned from the bishop, may use 
the words of baptism, and sprinkle, or 
bathe with water on earth,' but there 
is no promise from Christ that such a 
man shall admit souls to the kingdom of 
heaven. A person not commissioned may 
break bread and pour out wine, and pre- 
tend to give the Lord's Supper, but it can 
afford no comfort to any to receive it at 
his hands, because there is no warrant 
from Christ to lead communicants to sup- 
pose that while he does so here on earth, 
they will be partakers of the Saviour's 
heavenly body and blood. And as for 

* App. to Percevars Letter to Dr. Arnold, p. 37. 
t Tract 4, p. 5. 
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the person who takes upon himself with- 
out warrant to minister in holy things, he 
is all the while treading in the footsteps of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.* Now, 
thus to make the doctrine of episcopacy 
an essential doctrine and to attach such 
consequences to the lack of a duly or- 
dained ministry, is inevitably to shut out 
from salvation (although some who hold 
the premises fear to follow them out into 
their startling consequence,) all who are 
not members of an episcopal communion. 
But dare any man, calling himself a Chris- 
tian, adjudge those of whom it is evident 
that they " love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity ;" those who bring forth largely 
the fruit of holiness in their lives; those on 
whom God hath set the seal of bis accept- 
ance and adoption, who are manifestly 
declared to be new creatures in Christ — 
old things having passed away, and all 
things become new in them, — dare any 
man adjudge such to be shut out from the 
* Tract 85, p. 3, 
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presence of God, simply becclUse they 
lack (it may be through ignorance or un- 
avoidable privation) the privilege and 
benefit of episcopacy ? Is this the spirit 
of holy Scripture ? Is this the catholicity 
of the gospel? 

But let us meet these monstrous as- 
sumptions in another way. Without 
doubt, were the doctrine in debate, of such 
vital moment, it would have been laid down 
broadly in the word of God. There is not 
an article of faith essential to the soul's 
health, which we do not find unequivo- 
cally propounded in the Bible. Such 
truths as that of the Trinity in Unity, the 
twofold natures in the person of Christ, 
the innate corruption of man, our justi- 
fication through faith in Christ, our new 
birth and sanctification by the Holy Ghost, 
the necessity of good works as evidences 
of a living faith, and witnesses in the day 
^f judgment, — these are written in the 
page of revelation, with such plainness, 
that he who runs may read them. But is 
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it SO with the doctrine of episcopacy ? 
With all our zeal for its maintenance, we 
can nowhere find in holy Scripture, a 
direct, dogmatical inculcation of it as an 
article of the Christian faith. We find 
enough, in apostolical precedent, in pri- 
mitive usage, and in universal order, 
to warrant; nay, we conceive, to enforce, 
our conscientious adhesion to an epis- 
copal church, where that church main- 
tains the truth ; but we do not find any- 
thing which authorizes us to demand the 
same adhesion at the hand of others, on 
peril of their souls. Repentance, faith, 
obedience— these are clearly constituted 
conditions of acceptance with God, but 
not so, the possession of an episcopal mi- 
nistry. And shall we presume to be more 
exclusive than God, or to make the strait 
gate narrower, than he has made it? Can 
we not hold that episcopacy is necessary 
to the prosperity/ f without holding 'that it 
is essential to the existence of a church ? 
So held our martyred Reformers, as their 
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writings, and especially, their letters (re- 
cently published by a valuable and season- 
able society) abundantly show. So far were 
they from anathematizing or excommuni- 
cating the continental churches which at 
the Reformation, either forfeited or set 
aside episcopacy, that they held intimate 
and endearing fellowship with them; re- 
garding their soundness in the faith, as 
immeasurably more than counterbalancing 
their deficiency in order. Together with 
their uncompromising maintenance of the 
apostolical constitution of our church, our 
illustrious forefathers cherished that spirit 
of magnanimous catholicity^ which led them 
to love as a brother every true disciple 
of the Saviour, in whatever communion 
they might discover him, or however they 
might be compelled to deem him, in sub- 
ordinate matters, mistaken. It was the 
same spirit of wise and holy moderation 
which actuated them, when, in drawing 
up ** the form or manner of making, or- 
daining, and consecrating of bishops, 
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priests, and deacons," they, in their prefa- 
tory remarks, thus temperately expressed 
themselves — " It is evident to all men 
diligently reading the holy Scripture and 
ancient authors, that from the apostles' 
time there have been these orders of mi- 
nisters in Christ's church ; bishops, priests, 
and deacons. Which oflfices were ever- 
more had in such reverend estimation, 
that no man might presume to execute 
any of them, except he were first called, 
tried, examined, and known to have such 
qualities as are requisite for the same; 
and also by public prayer, with imposition 
of hands, were approved and admitted 
thereto by lawful authority." 

As the Tractarian writers are so extreme 
in their views of the indispensableness of 
episcopacy, so are they no less extrava- 
gant in the power and dignity which they 
arrogate to the hierarchy. What, for in- 
stance, can be more startling than the fol- 
lowing position, — " We may be as sure 
that a bishop is the representative of Christ 
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as if he saw the cloven tongues of fire 
sitting on his head, bespeaking the Holy 
Ghost as descended upon him." What 
then ! — are we to look upon every bishop 
of the Church of Rome, holding as he 
must, perilous, not to say, destructive 
error, are we to look upon him as having 
the Holy Spirit resting upon him as truly 
as if we saw the symbol of the divine pre- 
sence ? Were it not bordering on blas- 
phemy t^ainst the Comforter, so to iden- 
tify him with teaching directly at variance 
with his own revelation, and with supersti- 
tions altogether abhorrent to his nature ? 
Scarcely less oflfensive, is the language used 
respecting the clerical order in general. 
They are spoken of as having " the awful 
and mysterious power of making the body 
and blood of Christ ;" " as authoritatively," 
not declaratively, " remitting or retaining 
sin;" as ** wielding the keys of the king- 
dom of God," and as " opening and shut- 
ting the kingdom of heaven." Than the 
first of these assumptions, it is hard to say 
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what could be more irreverent or profane 
— for it represents the creature as making 
the Creator. Of the other dogmas it 
must be admitted, that there are two or 
three passages of Scripture which may be 
so wrested as to seem to support them. 
But, without entering into any close in- 
vestigation of those passages, (which time 
forbids,) suffice it to say, that their prima- 
ry, pre-eminent, we do not say exclusive, 
reference, was to the apostles themselves ; 
and even in .their case, they related to the 
power and effects of the Gospel as minis- 
tered by them, rather than to any personal 
or official authority. True it is, that, in 
the ordination of presbyters, our church 
employs langut^e, drawn from holy Scrip- 
ture, in a manner that would seem to con- 
travene this view of the subject. We 
allude to those solemn words used by the 
bishop when laying his hands on the head 
of the person whom he is ordaining — " Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost for the office and 
work of a priest in the church of God, 
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now committed unto thee by the impo- 
sition of hands. Whose sins thou dost 
foi^ive, they are forgiven ; and whose sins 
thou dost retain, they are retained." This 
we grant, is exceedingly strong; and, since 
such language is liable to misconstruction 
and was not employed in the most primi- 
tive forms of ordination, it is perhaps to 
be regretted that it was not somewhat 
modified. Yet, surely, it is not unfairly 
to force the former of these expressions, 
to regard it as a simple assurance, ad- 
dressed to the meet recipient of the minis- 
terial function, that the special grace of 
the Holy Spirit is covenanted to him in sus* 
taining and dischiai^ng the overwhelming 
responsibilities of that function. And 
who, duly prepared for the sacred oflSce, 
would venture to undertake it, did he not 
anticipate such special assistance ? As it 
regards the latter clause of the sentence, 
it is only reasonable to arrive at its im- 
port, by connecting it with the general 
teaching and practice of our church on 
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the subject of absolution. The form of 
absolution embodied in her daily services, 
is simply declaratory, and recognises none 
as a recipient of pardon, who does not 
truly repent and unfeignedly believe the 
divine promises. The form of absolution 
in the communion service, is to the same 
effect. The only one, therefore, which 
can give rise to difference of opinion, is 
the form of absolution in the service for 
the visitation of the sick. In this instance, 
the language is confessedly, strong and 
positive. But it is clear that the church 
intended it should be used, only in case of 
the satisfactory profession of repentance 
and faith on the part of the person visited, 
and in case he "humbly and heartily 
desire it." Hence we infer, that it can- 
not be regarded as an unconditional and 
authoritative absolution, but as proceeding 
on the supposition that the individual to 
whom it is addressed, is in the sight of God, 
what he appears to be in the sight of men. 
Consequently, after all, it is by implication 
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at least, hypothetical and declaratory. 
Whilst then, we admit that some of the 
expressions employed by the church in 
connexion with the clerical order, are not 
very measured, we deny that they furnish 
any countenance to those inflated views of 
priestly power and efficacy, which some 
that still linger within the precincts of our 
church, are striving to fasten upon her. 

Equally unsanctioned by holy Scripture 
and the Church of England is the blind 
submission which the Tractarian school 
demand from the laity towards the cle- 
rical order ; as though, in spiritual mat- 
ters, the former must be passive and 
plastic in the hands of the latter. How 
diverse the tone of the great apostle to the 
Gentiles ! He speaks of himself and his 
fellow labourers, in relation to their con- 
verts on this wise, " Not that we have domi- 
nion over your faith, but are helpers of 
your joy ;" and again he declares, " We 
preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus the 
Lord, and ourselves your servants, for 
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Jesus' sake." In like manner, St. Peter 
addresses the elders, " not as being lords 
over God's heritage, but ensamples to the 
flock." Is it possible to bring these sen- 
timents into harmony with the arrogant 
assumptions of the priests and prelates of 
the middle ages? Or, we must sorrowfully 
add, with the lordly style so fondly em- 
ployed by some of our own clergy, who 
seem to dwell more complacently on apo- 
stolical succession, than on apostolical doc- 
trine ? Much need have episcopal minis- 
ters to beware of this rock of offence. 
Whilst we talk of magnifying our office, let 
us take heed lest our object be to magnify 
ourselves. Knowledge of human nature 
would lead us to expect, what ecclesiastical 
history fully exemplifies, that the tendency 
of an episcopal church is towards spiri- 
tual despotism, and, consequently, that it 
behoves an episcopal clergy specially to 
watch and pray against being entangled 
in this snare of the devil. Neither ought 
they to forget, that the peculiarity of their 
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position exposes them the more to such a 
besetment. Severed as they are from 
secular pursuits, the tempting baits which 
allure the covetous and worldly layman, 
are comparatively out of their reach ; but 
the measure of deference and submission 
which their very office is fitted to secure 
to them in their own sphere of duty, lays 
them open in a special manner to the 
blandishments of ambition. From the lust 
of power, therefore, — that lust so deeply 
engrained in the heart of fallen man ; that 
strongest incentive to the apostacy of our 
first parents, they have most to fear. And 
the rather because, whilst covetousness 
and sensuality are usually the besetments 
of the unrefined, ambition most com- 
monly assails the sensitive and cultivated 
mind. How deeply then, does it concern 
the ministers of our church to tremble, 
lest in vindicating their office, and assert- 
ing even its just and moderate claims, they 
should be betrayed into unguarded lan- 
guage^ or tempted to raise up a pedestal 

I 2 
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for self. It surely becomes them to be no 
less zealous in maintaining the rights and 
privileges of those whom St. Paul describes 
as " God's building," *^ God's husbandry/' 
than of those whom he represents as 
" ministers of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God." 

We confess, brethren, that we are 
jealous on your behalf. We would no 
more have the clergy encroach upon the 
laity, than the laity upon the clergy. 
Our church is so far from shutting 
out the laity from due participation in 
ecclesiastical matters, that she has care- 
fully provided for such participation. 
Although she does not sanction the popu- 
lar election of her ministers, a method 
which can hardly fail to generate divisions, 
heart-burnings, and tumults, she clearly 
designs that her lay members should hold 
a negative in the selection of her pastors. 
Thisis evident from the requirement, in the 
case of every candidate for holy orders, of 
what is technically termed the " si quis," 
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which is an appeal to the people, as to 
the character of the individual ; and so 
also, at the time of ordination, the bishop 
challenges the assembled congregation 
to allege, if they know, any just cause 
or impediment why the candidates seve- 
rally should not be invested with the 
holy function. On either of these occa- 
sions, therefore, it is competent for lay- 
men, nay more, it is binding upon them, 
if they possess evidences of unfitness 
against any aspirant to the sacred office, 
to interpose and prevent his ordination. 
Nor does the wholesome check thus put 
into the hands of the laity, cease upon the 
ordination of the clergy ; for in the case 
of every minister charged with a cure of 
souls, the people have the power, through 
the medium of the churchwardens, as has 
been conclusively shown by the excellent 
Chancellor of this diocese, to convey their 
complaints against him, either for inconsis- 
tency of conduct, or for erroneousness in doc- 
trine, to the bishop of the diocese, on whom 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION 

it is incumbent to entertain and investigate 
such complaints. In all this, how happy 
the medium kept between sacerdotal des- 
potism on the one hand, and democratic 
usurpation on the other ! Let the con- 
stitution of our church be fairly studied 
and fully understood in all its parts and 
proportions ; let the candid mind contem- 
plate the church as it might be, rather 
than as it is ; in its goodly plan, rather than 
in its imperfect execution ; and it will be 
impossible to withhold from it the meed of 
admiration. What is wanted is not to re- 
volutionize the system, but that the laity 
and the clergy should alike carry out the 
system into full efficiency. 

It is now time, christian brethren, that 
we should bring this discussion, imper- 
fectly as we have been forced through 
lack of time to conduct it, to a speedy 
conclusion. Suffer then, the word of ad- 
monition. See that you hold your eccle- 
siastical views with charity and forbear- 
ance, no less than with firmness and deci- 
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sion. On this topic we shall have occa- 
sion in a future discourse, to dwell at 
large ; yet we cannot pass it over without 
notice on the present occasion, lest, un- 
happily, bitterness and bigotry, instead of 
thankfulness, humility, and love, should 
be the fruit of our reasoning. Let me 
remind you that our concern is, not to 
judge those who follow not with us, but 
to judge our own selves, that we be not un- 
grateful or unfaithful in the fruition of our 
privileges. Let us not presume to say of 
others, that they are unconscientious or 
insincere, however we may believe them 
to be misinformed and perverted. Let us 
love the christian, as such^ wherever we 
find him — the image of our Saviour, in 
whatever metal it may be set. Let us 
cherish largeness, generosity, and catho 
licity of spirit. Let the language of our 
lips and our lives be, " Grace be with all 
them that love our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
sincerity." 

At the same time, whilst we would not 
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dare to unchurch, much less to unchris- 
tianizc, those who are sound in doctrine, 
but lack the signal benefit of a primi- 
tive episcopacy and a duly commissioned 
ministry ; whilst we would not take it 
upon ourselves to command such to hold 
their peace, since St. Paul declared that 
he rejoiced that Christ was preached even 
of strife and envy ; we cannot forbear re- 
minding those who have either deserted 
our national church, or are in danger of 
deserting her, that such desertion is not a 
light matter. For a man to detach him- 
self from a branch of the christian church, 
so apostolical in order, as well as scriptural 
in doctrine as our own, and thus to increase 
the schism and division, which constitute 
pre-eminently, the weakness, calamity, and 
reproach of our faith, — the stumbling-block 
of the weak, and the target of the infidel, — 
this must be, ought to be, a serious step. 
It cannot be otherwise in the view of any 
man who yearns after unity and sighs to 
see the prayer of his Saviour fulfilled, for 
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his disciples to be so visibly one, that the 
world may believe that the Father sent him. 
And on you, fellow churchmen, we 
would earnestly urge, that you do not 
lightly esteem the apostolicity of the 
order, and the authenticity of the mi- 
nistry which you enjoy. Be assured, 
that the more these questions are sifted, 
the more will the strength of the argument . 
in support of such order and ministry ..be 
acknowledged. So has it been in the 
case of many who were themselves mem- 
bers of unepiscopal communions. We 
could adduce the candid admissions of 
several such witnesses, to show how power- 
ful, and indeed unanswerable, they felt, 
were the evidences in favour of episcopacy. 
Rest assured too, that of the apostolical 
succession of orders in our church, there 
is proof enough to satisfy your minds. 
Not indeed, that your bishops and clergy 
succeed, as some would have it, to the full 
dignity and function of the apostles ; we 
have not their miracles, their inspiration, 
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their discernment of spirits, — these things 
we neither need nor covet in these latter 
days ; yet are we not, therefore, shaken in 
the conviction, that our ostensible com- 
mission, to minister in holy things, has 
come down to us in continuous trans- 
mission from the first founders of the 
christian church. If we be challenged to 
trace up every link in an unbroken chain 
to the apostles themselves, and if we be 
told that to do so is impossible, we are 
content to reply, Is there a landholder in 
our country, whose family estate has de- 
scended to him from the time of the Nor- 
man conquest, who can produce every 
trust-deed, and exhibit every document 
relating to his property, throughout its 
protracted descent ? Yet, if he possess 
the inheritance, and if he can authenticate 
his title up to a remote antiquity, who 
thinks of disputing his claim ? And is he 
not protected in his estate by the law of the 
land? So it ought to be, for how few 
things admit of anything like demonstra- 

10 
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tion; moral evidence is the foundation 
of nearly all that we believe. If, there- 
fore, the primate of England can trace up 
his tenure of office, through his various 
predecessors, to the period of the Refor- 
mation, and from that epoch, upwards to 
the primitive day when the see of Can- 
terbury was first constituted, — ^if he can 
do all this, (adducing the very names 
of those who preceded him in office,) 
with as much of likelihood and exacti- 
tude, as our more ancient nobility can 
follow out their ancestry, and vindicate 
their inheritances, is not this enough to 
satisfy a friend, if not to silence an antago- 
nist? Will it be said then, that by pass- 
ing through the foul channel of Rome, our 
orders became invalid ? Let it be re- 
membered, that though in the Jewish 
church there were many impious, yea, 
idolatrous high-priests, and sometimes a 
succession of such, yet did not the order 
or the office become, on that account, 
annulled. Nor let it be forgotten, that 
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our orders were derived from the aposto- 
lic church, long before popery was deve- 
loped ; that there were bishops of the 
Church of England at the council of 
Aries, centuries before Augustin the monk 
visited our shores; and that, consequently, 
we do not owe our succession, as we do not 
owe our doctrines, to the Church of Rome. 
We contend, therefore, that although our 
orders were brought into combination with 
those of Rome, when Rome brought our 
free-born church into subjection to her 
yoke, yet, that when at the Reformation 
we discarded at once the usurpation and 
the heresies of the papal power, we did 
not, by returning to primitive truth, for- 
feit our claim to primitive orders. On 
the whole then, let it content a simple- 
minded churchman to know that the 
ministers who minister to him the word 
and sacraments of Christ, have been ex- 
ternally called and commissioned to do so, 
in accordance with apostolical order ; and 
that if also, they were not dissemblers 
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with God when they declared that they 
trusted they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take upon them their ministry ; 
and if, when they speak, they speak as the 
oracles of God then may he enjoy the 
comfortable assurance, — that in hearing 
them, he virtually hears their Master, and 
in receiving the ordinances of Christ at 
their hand, he in effect receives them from 
the hand of his Saviour; — the voice is 
human but the word is divine ; the vessel 
is earthen but the treasure is heavenly, 
and the appointment is of God. 

Far be it from us, however, to betray you 
into a fond and ruinous reliance on the mi- 
nistry which you enjoy ; this would be to 
bring upon you the curse denounced 
against him, " who trusteth in man and 
maketh flesh his arm ;" would be to make 
you " like the heath in the desert," barren 
and blighted, however richly the dew may 
fall on every hand. Paul may plant and 
Apollos water, but God must give the in- 
crease. Beware, then, that you do not 
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substitute an apostolic ministry for that 
holy Spirit without whom apostles them- 
selves would have ministered in vain. Even 
from the lips of angels, the word of God 
would come to you " in word only," un- 
less accompanied by the power and de- 
monstration of the Spirit. Churches, sacra- 
ments, preaching, — these are but the gol- 
den pipes to convey the living waters ; the 
fountain itself is wholly with God. Take 
heed, therefore, that you neither idolize 
nor contemn the ministers of Christ. Do 
not contemn them, for St. Paul saith, ** We 
beseech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admonish you ; and 
to esteem them very highly in love for 
their work's sake." Do not idolize them, 
else you will come under the rebuke of 
the same apostle, as addressed to the 
Corinthian church, — " For while one says 
I am of Paul, and another I am of Apollos; 
are ye not carnal?" Let not, therefore, 
your deference degenerate into servility, 
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nor your liberty run into licentiousness. 
Receive the word of God with meekness 
and pure affection, but take heed that it is 
the very word of God you receive. " To 
the law and to the testimony, if they 
speak not according to this word, it is be- 
cause there is no light in them." Yea, 
and though they speak as the oracles 
of God, — lose sight of the minister in his 
Master, and of the messenger in the mes- 
sage which he delivers. 
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SERMON IV. 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND THE 
REFORMATION. 

Jeremiah yi. 16. — Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye 
in the ways, and see and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls. 

It has always been the lot of those who 
have striven to maintain that moderation 
in their christian views which ought to 
characterize the disciple of Christ, to be- 
come objects of dislike and opposition to 
persons of extreme opinions on either 
hand. For however error may hate anta- 
gonist error, it always more hates antago- 
nist truth. So it fared with Him who 
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was himself ^* the Truth ;" — the formal 
Pharisee and the faithless Sadducee, op- 
posed inveterately to each other, were 
still more inveterately opposed to Him. 
They could forget their mutual animosi- 
ties in their bitter enmity against our 
Lord. Those who had no other point of 
union, were united by their hatred of the 
truth. The one party loathed Him for his 
spirituality, the other for the devotion, 
self denial, and purity of his doctrine and 
life. As it befel our blessed Master, so has 
it befallen our own reformed and faithful 
church. It is her lot to incur the hostility 
of extremes on every side. She is bit- 
terly assailed by the latitudinarian because 
she is so uncompromising : she is no less 
bitterly attacked by the bigot because she 
is so temperate. Some of her own sons, 
who have been of a sceptical turn of 
mind, have blamed her for the stringency 
of her articles and confessions : others of 
them, who have had a superstitious and 
Romanizing tendency, have found fault 
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with her as not being stringent enough ; 
—or, as they insidiously style it, by a 
strange perversion of language, not " ca- 
tholic" enough. Be it so. If she shares 
such antagonistic antipathy with the Mas- 
ter whose name she bears, she may well 
rather glory in, than blush at her re- 
proach. She may take it as a sign that 
she holds the truth in moderation and 
simplicity ; since, in consequence of so 
holding it, she has to undergo the onsets 
of the extravagant, on either hand. 

It is on the character of our church, 
and of her reformation from Popery, that 
we are, according to arrangement, to 
discourse this evening. Having already 
striven to prove that it is your right and 
duty to exercise in the service of God, 
the reason and conscience with which he 
has endued you ; having laboured to esta- 
blish your minds in the conviction that 
there is one only infallible standard by- 
which you must prove all things; having 
endeavoured to satisfy you that the mi- 
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nisters of our church are, if faithful to 
their high vocation, authorized and au- 
thentic guides, to aid you in your chris- 
tian course; it follows that we should 
now do our best to make it clear to you, 
that the church of our fathers has strong 
claims upon your confidence, and that 
you should not suffer yourselves to be 
estranged from her communion, by any 
fond notion that you will find a better or 
a safer pale than hers. May the Holy 
Ghost be in the midst of us, to enable us 
to hear and receive the truth with meek- 
ness and simplicity ; that so, we may hold 
it with firmness, yet temper our firmness 
with charity. 

It is said of our church, not only 
by her open enemies, which we might 
expect, but by her false friends, who 
betray her with a kiss, that she is the 
offspring of Rome ; that she consequently 
owes allegiance (though it is uncertain 
to what amount) to the Roman pontiff, 
that she ought not to be in a state of 



Digitized by 



Google 



188 THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

separation from the Papal church, and 
that so long as she abides in that con- 
dition she is guilty of schism. All this, 
and more than this, may be gathered from 
the writings of those misguided divines, 
whose names we need not adduce, whose 
errors we have so often to deplore. In 
the face of such insinuations, it will be 
our aim, christian brethren, to make it 
clear to your minds, that the church of 
our fathers is a primitive branch of Christ's 
holy church; that she, therefore, owed 
and owes no submission to the mitred 
usurper at Rome, but claims to be one of 
that free-born sisterhood of churches 
which collectively constitute the catholic 
church of the Redeemer, and are subject 
to no head save the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls. This is our first posi- 
tion ; and in order to satisfy you that this 
position can be maintained, our appeal 
must of necessity be to the testimony of 
ecclesiastical history. Let it not be said, 
that such illustration is not befitting the 
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sanctity of the sabbath ; for, surely, the 
history of a branch of the christian church, 
and especially of the branch to which we 
belong, is capable of being made no less 
edifying than interesting ; and, surely, he 
deserves not the name of churchman, who 
is not wishful to be informed and esta- 
blished on a point which so much concerns 
him. 

The church of Britain was not planted 
by Rome ; therefore, so far, at least, she 
is independent of Rome. Even had Rome 
founded her, it would not follow that 
Rome has a right to exercise authority 
over her. All churches may be said to 
have emanated from the church at Jeru- 
salem — the mother church of the world — 
but had the church at Jerusalem, on that 
account, dominion over their faith, or did 
she exert any influence over them, other 
than that of an elder sister? But the 
Anglican church is not the child of 
the Roman. She was founded, there is 
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much reason to suppose, almost, if not 
altogether, as early as the church which 
assumes to be her parent. Dissertations 
and disputes have been multiplied touch- 
ing the messenger who was employed by 
Christ to introduce Christianity and or- 
ganize a church in our land. Into these 
controversies we shall not enter, because, 
however interesting, they do not materially 
aflfect our argument. Suffice it to say, that 
there is strong presumptive evidence, such 
as amounts to a high degree of likelihood, 
that it was none other than the great 
apostle of the Gentiles, (of whom early 
records witness — that he preached the 
gospel, " even to the utmost bounds of 
the west,") who gathered the first fruits of 
Britain into the garner of the church. At 
all events, there are few points, in the 
earliest ecclesiastical history, more abun- 
dantly proved, than that the gospel visited 
our country during the lifetime of the 
apostles. The year 61 is the date most 
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generally agreed upon as the birthtirae of 
our church. At that period, she is reported 
to have had her bishop, and the indivi- 
dual designated, is Aristobuliis, whose 
name occurs in the epistle to the Romans. 
Nor is there wanting accumulated evidence 
to show that the scion of the spiritual vine, 
transplanted to our shores, took deep root 
and stretched forth her branches on every 
side. As early as the middle of the 
second century, Lucius, a British king, 
both embraced Christianity himself, and 
strove to set it forward amongst his people. 
With this view, he despatched two of his 
trusty servants to Rome, Rome being then 
the chiefest of christian cities, that they 
might confer with its bishop, and receive 
more full instruction in the things of God. 
These the Roman prelate consecrated 
bishops, and sent back to their king, with 
a present of a copy of the Old and New 
Testament. But did the Roman patriarch 
arrogate to himself an ascendency over 
our native church, — as belonging to him of 
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right, or as springing out of this transac- 
tion ? So far from it, that he thus ex- 
pressed himself, in a letter to Lucius — 
" You have received in the kingdom of 
Britain, by God's mercy, both the law 
and faith of Christ. You have both the 
Old and New Testament. Out of the 
same, through God's grace, by the advice 
of your realm take a law, and by the same, 
through God's sufferance, rule you your 
kingdom of Britain, for in that kingdom 
you are God's vicar." How clear and in- 
teresting this testimony to the indepen- 
dency of our pristine church, and to the 
supremacy of a christian monarch over 
ecclesiastical, as well as secular, persons! 

So great and successful was the zeal 
with which this^r^^ royal disciple of the 
Saviour prosecuted the work of the Lord, 
that he extended the framework of the 
church throughout his dominions, super- 
seding the offices of the three pagan arch- 
fiamings, by the same number of arch- 
bishopricks, and those of the twenty-eight 
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flamings, by twenty-eight bishopricks. 
Thus it appears, not only that the Bri- 
tish church is as ancient as the Romaq, 
but that the former became a national 
church, having the king of the nation as 
her nursing father, more than a cen- 
tury before such honour was put upon 
the latter. The brevity which we must 
study obliges us to pass over many 
other particulars of an interesting kind, 
evidential of the early existence and pros- 
perity of our church. But we must not 
omit to mention that at the council of 
Aries, held in the opening of the fourth 
century, three at least of the British 
bishops represented their church in that 
august assembly. Nor ought we to over- 
look the notable fact, that the decrees 
enacted by this council were transmitted 
to the bishop of Rome not to be ratified^ 
but, simply, to be promulgated by him. 
No recognition of the sovereignty of his 
see was involved in this act. One parti- 
<5ular more in the primitive history of our 
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church is too touching and important to 
be passed by unnoticed. Sh6 had the 
honour, in some of the earliest persecu- 
tions which ravaged the flock of Christ, to 
furnish a goodly band to the noble army 
of martyrs. The first of these worthies was 
St. Alban, whose memory is still perpetu- 
ated by the town which bears his name, and 
after him four at least of the British bishops 
fell gloriously in the cause of their Lord. 
• With such vicissitudes as every division 
of the church militant here on earth has 
commonly undergone, the British church 
maintained her position in our land, until 
the Roman empire having, in consequence 
of its own decay withdrawn its dominion 
from Britain, the defenceless natives, torn 
by intestine divisions, and harassed by 
the incursions of the Picts and Scots, in an 
evil hour, called over the Saxons to suc- 
cour them in their distress. These treacher- 
ous auxiliaries, perceiving the weakness of 
their friends and coveting their feir 
possessions, defeated, with little diffi- 
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culty, those whom they bad come to de- 
fend. In consequence/ the greater part 
of the country fell under their power; 
and, as a natural effect, the conquerors 
being pagan, the ecclesiastical as well as 
the civil state of things was subverted. 
Still, our primitive church, though per- 
secuted, was not forsaken, though cast 
down, was not destroyed. She found a 
refuge in Wales, in Cornwall, in Northum- 
berland, in Scotland ; where, though de- 
spoiled and imperilled, she still maintained 
her existence. It was in this state of 
affairs that, at the close of the sixth cen- 
tury, Gregory, the then Roman pontiff, 
sent over Augustin, accompanied by a 
band of missionaries,^ to propagate the 
gospel amongst the savage Saxons. What 
then! Does it follow that this man first 
introduced Ghristianity into our land ?— 
Or that he formed a church were none 
survived ? So far from it, that it was 
not long before he and his companions 
came into contact with our ancient church, 
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and found her bishops and clergy so 
staunch in principle and independent in 
spirit, that when they discovered that 
the strangers challenged submission to 
the Roman pontiflF, and sought to en- 
force unwonted observances, they with- 
stood them to the face ; repudiated their 
authority, and would have no fellowship 
with them, no, not so much as to eat. 
Against the usurpations of the Roman 
bishop they meekly but unflinchingly 
protested ; alleging that they owed alle- 
giance to none save to God, and, under 
him, in matters of discipline, to their own 
metropolitan. Thus, more than twelve 
hundred years ago, and at least nine hun- 
dred years before the distinctive name of 
Protestant was given to those who with- 
stand the assumptions and superstitions of 
Rome, the church of our fathers, primi- 
tive in origin, became Protestant in char 
racter. So much for the reiterated charge, 
that Protestantism is an upstart novelty ! 
Nor is this all. The mistake which re- 
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presents Augustin and his companions as 
having first brought the gospel to our 
shores is scarcely greater than the far 
more common and plausible mistake 
which assumes that they, only or at least 
mainly, recovered the country to Chris- 
tianity. Instead of such being the fact, 
the entire country, with the exception of 
two counties north of the Thames and a 
considerable portion of the southern couti- 
ties, was evangelized by the native clergy; 
so that, in all likelihood, not less than two- 
thirds of the Saxon settlers were brought 
under the mild yoke of Christ through 
the zeal and toil of our primitive church. 
It follows, therefore, that as Rome did not 
plants so neither did she, chiefly graft again 
Christianity in Britain. True it is, that 
she conduced to this end ; but her aid was 
only auxiliary ; and it was marred on her 
part, and repudiated on the part of our 
forefathers, because designed to reduce 
them, surreptitiously, under the yoke of 
papal bondage. 
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Not only did the British church with- 
stand the assumptions of Rome at the out- 
set, but she long maintained her protest and 
struggle against them. Though gradually 
enfeebled by force, entangled by fraud, 
she did not fully bend her neck to the 
foreign chain until the period of the Nor- 
man conquest, or: even till a later date. 
There are not wanting a variety of inter- 
esting documents to prove, that she con- 
tinued fori c^ituries to be exempt from 
some of the grossest doctrinal errors of the 
papacy, as well as to reluctate against its 
growing ecclesiastical usurpations. This 
is not the time or place to adduce the 
varied testimony on these points which 
presents itself to . the careful student of 
our early church history.. There is, 
however, one tradition, derived by Cam- 
den, from the records of Winchester, in 
relation to the University of Oxford, which 
is at once so interesting in itself and so 
pertinent to our purpose that we cannot 
forego the introduction of some extracts. 
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King Alfred, in his zeal for learning, in- 
duced many erudite Romanists to come 
over and establish themselves at Oxford/; 
which university had, in consequence of 
the ravages committed by the Danes, 
fallen into a sad state of disorder and de- 
solation. Amongt the foreigners, so in- 
troduced, the cbiefest was St. Grymbold. 
Asf a consequence of their introduction, 
the following memorable circumstances 
took place. 

" Soon after this, (that is after the 
establishment of St. Grymbold at Oxford, 
the restoration of the university, and the 
revival of its studies,) there arose a sharp 
and grievous dissension. between Grymbold 
and those learned men whom he brough^t 
hither . with him, and the ; old scholars 
whom; he fouqd here at his coming; for 
these absolutely refused to, comply with 
the statutes, institutions, and forms of 
reading prescribed by Grymbold. The 
difference proceeded to no great height 
for the space of three years, yet there was 
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always a private grudge and enmity be- 
tween them, which soon after broke out 
with the greatest violence imaginable. To 
appease these tumults, the most invincible 
King Alfred, being informed of the fac- 
tion by a message and complaint from 
Grymbold, came to Oxford with design 
to accommodate matters, and submitted 
to a great deal of pains and patience to 
hear the cause and complaint of both par- 
ties. The controversie depended upon 
this: the old scholars maintained that 
before the coming of Grymbold to Ox- 
ford, learning did here flourish, though 
the students were then less in number 
than they had formerly been, by reason 
that very many of them had been ex- 
pelled by the cruel tyranny of Pagans. 
They further declared and proved, and 
this by the undoubted testimony of their 
ancient annals, that good orders and con- 
stitutions for the government of that place 
had been made before by men of great 
piety and learning, such as Gildas, Melkin, 
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Nirismus, Kentigirn, and others, who had 
there prosecuted their studies even to old 
age, and managed all things happily with 
peace and quiet. And that St. German 
coming to Oxford, and residing there half 
a year, what time he went through all 
England to preach down the Pelagian 
heresy, did exceedingly approve of their 
rules and orders. The king, with incre- 
dible humility, and great attention, heard 
out both parties, earnestly exhorting them, 
with pious and healing entreaties, to pre- 
serve love and amity with one another. 
Upon this he left them, in hopes that 
both parties would follow his advice and 
obey his instructions. But Grymbold re- 
senting these proceedings, retired imme- 
diately to the monastery at Winchester." 

Thus, then, it appears, on testimony 
which cannot be shaken, that Rome had 
nothing to do with the foundation of our 
universities. They are clearly identified 
with the primitive apostolic church of 
Britain, and must have been in exist- 
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ence centuries before the papal church 
invaded our land. By the same evi- 
dence it is proved that, up to the eighth 
century,' two hundred years after Augus- 
tin visited our shores,- there still burned 
so much of Protestant spirit in the hearts 
of the professors of learning in one of our 
universities that they would not bow their 
neck to the ordinances and statutes which 
Romish despotism strove to impose upon 
them. Nor was this spirit confined to the 
seats of learning. Did time allow, we 
could adduce evidence enough to satisfy 
you that resistance to papal usurpation 
was maintained till the time of the Nor- 
man conquest. Yea, and subsequently 
to that event, both William the Conqueror, 
and William Rufus, in several instances, 
withstood the claims of the Roman Pon- 
tiff, alleging that they owed allegiance to 
none except, as one of them impiously 
expressed it, " to his sword, which had 
won his dominions for him." At length, 
however, the indomitable Becket, by his 
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ambitious machinations, wonderfully ag- 
grandized the power of the Romish church ; 
and, ultimately, the pusillanimous John 
prostrated our land beneath the iron hoof 
of the papacy. Then, for a season, our 
church became the vassal of that dark des- 
potism which had enslaved the largest por- 
tion of Christendopi. But even in this 
eclipse of her liberties, no church en- 
thralled by Rome wore the yoke more 
uneasily, none more chafed and struggled 
against her fetters, than .the Church of 
England. It was not more than two hun- 
dred years after her enslavement that he 
arose who has been beautifully styled — 
the morning star of the Reformation, — our 
own Wicklyffe, of imperishable memory. 
He stood forth nobly, and ^denounced the 
abominable superstitions of Romanism. He 
laid the axe to the root of the upas-trqe by 
translating the holy Scriptures into the. vul- 
gar tongue, thus giving to Britain, posses- 
sion of that ark before which every false 
god falls to the dust. /Nor were the fruits of 
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his labours lost. His followers, who were 
branded with the name of Lollards on ac- 
count of their delight in singing the praises 
of God, multiplied and spread till they be- 
came a formidable body: so that it is 
scarcely fair to designate Luther the 
first great reformer, since, in truth, that 
honour belongs rather to Wicklyffe ; and 
our own land may be regarded as the 
birthplace of the Reformation. It is true, 
that for more than a century afterwards, 
the progress of truth was latent and im- 
peded. Yet was it not wholly arrested 
even by the martydom of Lord Cobham 
and others who suffered for the faith. 
Thus it came to pass that when the morn- 
ing of the Reformation broke forth upon 
the Continent, it found that the day-break 
had long before commenced in England. 
To a wide extent, the minds of our coun- 
trymen were waiting for deliverance, and 
eager to welcome the truth. 

Such, my brethren, is a faint sketch of 
the primitive history of our church. It 
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was neither planted, nor grafFed again, by 
Rome; it owes no fealty to Rome; and 
has as clear a right to be an independent 
branch of the church of Christ as the 
church of Rome herself can have. 

Let us, then, in the next place turn 
our attention to the Reformation of our 
church, and ascertain whether it merits to 
be branded, as dome amongst us have unna* 
turally and ungratefully branded it, as 
being " that deplorable schism," " a limb 
badly set," ** a miserable division ;" so 
that it has left our church " in bondage," 
and ourselves under a " body of death." 
Let us see whether it is fit that such lan- 
guage should be used touching what we 
have been taught to regard as a glorious 
event, the most glorious since the first 
triumphs of the gospel in the world. 

The Anglican Reformation was distin- 
guished, through the good hand of our 
God upon us, by this peculiarity, that 
it was accomplished from within, not 
from without ; — accomplished by our own 
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hierarchy, clergy, and lay people, not 
by foreign reformers, introducing the 
truth amongst us ; — ^accomplished by the 
great body of our spiritual rulers, and not, 
as was generally the case abroad, by a few 
subordinate presbyters. It is not denied 
indeed, that it pleased God to use as the 
rough hammer to shiver the more mas- 
sive manacles from our church, — that 
tyrannical monarch Henry VIII. But 
there is evidence enough to show that 
he did the work of God, neither hear- 
tily nor intentionally, insomuch that his 
death was one of the happiest events 
which befel our church, whilst in the 
crisis of her new birth, almost stran- 
gled by his tyranny and caprice. It is, 
therefore, a false assumption that our 
Reformation was the work of Henry. It 
was the work of our Cranmers, our Rid- 
leys, our Latimers, our Hoopers, and our 
Bradfords. These were the men who, 
through the might and wisdom of Al- 
mighty God, wrought out the stupendous 
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revolution; succoured indeed, and se- 
conded, we thankfully acknowledge, by 
the noble band of Reformers on the Con- 
tinent. 

Throughout the entire progress of the 
work, however the civil power sustained 
and gave effect to the ecclesiastical,— the 
reformation of the church, her restoration 
from error to truth, her resuscitation from 
the superstition in which she .had been en- 
tombed, all that was essentially spiritual 
in the mighty change was effected by 
spiritual men. Amongst those whom God 
employed for the purpose there is on^ 
who claims to be specially named, — that 
great and good, though not unblemished 
man Archbishop Cranmer. His was the 
master-mind and master-hand in the 
amazing work. With skill and discretion, 
as. rare as they are admirable, he steered 
the vessel between opposing currents; 
neither, on the one hand, rushing from 
Romish: formalism upon indecent dis- 
paragement and abandonment of all form 
10 
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and ceremony; nor, on the other hand, 
yielding to the dictates of a hollow ex- 
pediency so as to spare any of the grosser 
defilements of Rome. To this happy 
avoidance of extremes on either side we 
are indebted for the union of dignity with 
simplicity in our worship, and of scrip- 
tural truth with systematic arrangement 
in our confessions of faith. 

And here, my christian brethren, let 
me fasten your attention very earnestly 
upon a point of peculiar interest, — the 
true character of the Anglican Reformation. 
The careful aim of the great body of our 
reformers was not to demolish, but to 
restore ; not to innovate, but to renovate. 
How steadily and laboriously did they 
strive to divest our church of the meretri- 
cious habiliments with which Rome had 
deformed her, that she might stand forth 
again in her primitive and apostolical 
beauty ! How carefully and discerningly 
did they search out and authenticate what 
was really primitive, whether in ritual, in 
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formulary, or in creed, separating the 
precious from the vile, the fine gold from 
the tinsel and dross with which it had been 
intermingled ! Nothing in their conduct 
is more clear, than that their study was, 
not to form a new church, but to re-form 
the old. Take as an illustration of the 
principle which guided them the con- 
struction of our matchless form of worship 
as contained in the Book of Common 
Prayer. How was it constructed? Whence 
were the materials derived ? Chiefly from 
the ancient liturgies which had been em- 
bodied in the missals and breviaries of 
the degenerated church. They did not 
cast away those precious fragments of holy 
antiquity, because they had been mixed 
up with modern corruptions. They did 
not fling aside the golden vessels of the 
early sanctuary, because spiritual Babylon 
had carried them into captivity, and used 
them in the worship of gods of wood and 
stone, and defiled them with her impuri- 
ties. No, they were too wise in their zeal, 
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too sound in their veneration for what was 
indubitably primitive, to be guilty of such 
desecration. They, rather, sought them 
out and gathered them together, purified 
and burnished them anew, and arranged 
them in lovely order, to adorn ourrenovajed 
temples. To apply the languageof pur text, 
they " stood in the ways and saw and asked 
for the old paths." They went back to times 
antecedent to the development of Popery. 
They referred to " the pattern,*' which had 
been given in the beginning; and, the Spi- 
rit of God illumining, and the word of God 
guiding them, they brought our liturgy and 
our whole church into near conformity with 
that primitive model. , We rejoice in the 
assurance that we* have so much -that fis^ 
truly ancient ; the hoary head . of our 
church is a crown of glory, for it is found 
in the way of righteousness. Hers is not 
a medieval, but an apostolical antiquity. 
Our Reformers stopped not short of those 
who alone deserve, if indeed any can claim, 
thename of " Fathers ;" for asfor those of 
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the Nicene period and the dark ages 
whom Rome distinguishes by the title, we 
may fearlessly assert that they were the 
modems, we are the ancients; they were 
the innovators, we are the primitive. 
' In exact harmony with their general 
mode of procedure, our Reformers did 
not break up the continuity of orders in 
our church; they neither set aside the 
episcopal office, nor set-up men as bishops 
who had not been duly consecrated to the 
function. In like manner, they did not 
appoint any men pastors who had not been 
duly ordained as presbyters. In no way 
did they, interrupt the succession of the 
ministry in the) Church of; England when 
they cleansed her from the pollutions, and 
rescued her from the! thraldom of Rome. 
What, then, can be clearer, than that our 
church did not become separatical when 
she became reformed, did not become 
schismatical when she. became. catholic! 
By throwing, off the papal yoke, she no 
more incurred the guilt of schism than 
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our land, had it been conquered by Italy 
and held in cruel bondage for centuries, 
could have been justly charged with re- 
bellion for expelling its conquerors and 
resuming its freedom. What our church 
alleged at the Reformation was the simple 
principle that she owes spiritual allegi- 
ance to no head but Christ. And is she 
not borne out in that allegation? Did 
Christ ever empower one church to exer- 
cise lordship over the rest ? Did he give 
to the mitred prelates of Rome a right to 
lord it over Gods heritage? Where is 
the foundation of so stupendous an as* 
sumption ? Is it supplied by St. Peter ? — 
There is much reason for concluding that 
St. Peter never was bishop of Rome. But 
could it be proved that he was, this would 
furnish no ground for the monstrous struc- 
ture which has been reared in his name. 
In very deed, there is not the shadow of 
a shade of real argument which can be 
pleaded in justification of the arrogated 
ascendancy of the Roman pontiff. And, 
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therefore, our church when she shook off 
the usurper, and raised afresh the honest 
protest which our forefathers, in the sixth 
century, had raised, did not become 
schismatical because she became free. Nay, 
more, if there be schism, it is on the part 
of Rome, not on our part. It is she, 
not we^ who excommunicates all sister 
churches. The insuperable barrier to 
union between us is not of our architec- 
ture but of hers. Let her return to pri- 
mitive usages, to the original creeds and 
the early discipline of the church, and we 
can again take her hand as that of a sister 
in Christ. Whatever of primitive truth 
she holds, we also hold ; and what she 
holds that we do not is alike novel and 
unscriptural. Look at the withdrawment 
of the sacramental cup from the laity, as 
a specimen of her innovations ! This 
shameless abuse is no older than the coun- 
cil of Constance — that infamous council 
which committed John Huss to the flames. 
Nor are several other of her errors much 
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more Hoary ; whilst the creed of Pope 
Pins, which sums up all her heresies, 
and binds them upon the consciences of 
her members, and especially of her priest- 
hood who avouch them by subscription 
and oath, is, as you are aware, a produc- 
tion scarcely so old as the Reformation. 
Consequently, all the articles in that creed 
which have been superadded to the Nicene 
creed are indisputably novel; and these con- 
stitute the partition-wall which defies all 
attempts at catholic union. It follows, 
therefore, that in disenthralling herself from 
the joapaZ church, the Church of England 
did not extricate herself from her andent 
mter of Rome; the latter was a chaste 
spouse of Christ, the former is a meretrici- 
ous apostate. In a word, when we again 
became Protestant, then we again became 
'Catholic. 

" We dare not be proud of our reformed 
church, but we desire to be thankful for 
her. We would say with the Israelite of 
old, " walk about' her, and go round 
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about her, tell the towers thereof, mark 
well her bulwarks, consider her palaces," 
— " she is built as a city which is at unity 
in herself." Far be it from us, indeed, to 
use the language of exaggeration respect- 
ing her. Like everything with which man 
has to do, she is not spotless, and in the 
practical working of her system many 
and sad are the imperfections which exist 
Nor are they her truest, as they assuredly 
are not her wisest sons, who would either 
deny the existence of such blemishes, or 
not pray and strive for their abatement. 
Yet, thus much we venture to affirm of 
her — ^there is no church which can more 
clearly prove her possession of primi- 
tive doctrine and discipline ; none which 
can more honestly challenge that her 
worship, articles, and confessions shoufld 
be tested by the word of God ; there is 
no church more orderly and decent in her 
ordinances and ritual, none more fitted 
for expansion, more adapted for the pro- 
pagation of divine truth} there is no 
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church bolder in the avowal of principle, 
none more tolerant and tender in her 
spirit, than our own Protestant Church^ 
Such is her gentleness, that, however im- 
placable her antagonism to the errors of 
Rome, she devoutly prays for the rescue 
of Romanists from the errors against which 
she protests. How much, too, is found in 
her historj/ to endear her to our hearts! 
Not only during the evolution of the Re- 
formation, but since that blessed event, 
how strikingly has the providence of God 
been manifested in her behalf, and how 
bright the honour which he hath put upon 
her! If in early times she supplied a 
goodly band to the noble army of mar- 
tyrs; in latter days she has swelled the 
company. Her Marian martyrs, who went 
to heaven in a chariot of flame, deserve to 
be ranked with the brightest and best of 
the primitive witnesses who chronicled 
their faith with their blood. If in the 
days of her youth the Spirit of God re- 
vived his work in the midst of her, after 
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it bad fallen into decay, if he repeatedly 
preserved her and interposed for her when 
almost overwhelmed ; so in her latter days 
he has, oftentimes and signally, both 
rescued and recruited her. Take as an 
illustration her chequered history in 
connexion with the times of the Com- 
monwealth—times which the efforts of Laud 
and others of the same school to infect her 
with a subtle leaven of Popery, (even as 
some are attempting at the present mo- 
ment,) largely contributed to bring about 
by forcing on that fearful recoil from for- 
mality and despotism which issued in revo- 
lution and anarchy. Through the whole of 
that period, when she was trampled in 
the dust and prophesied in sackcloth, how 
graciously did God preserve her in pa- 
tience and in truth! And then, how 
marvellously did he lift her up anew and 
clothe her with dignity ! So anew in 
the reign of the second James, when her 
spiritual liberties were well nigh betrayed 
and the chains of the Papacy once more 
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wound around her, — how opportunely, 
effectually, and bloodlessly, did God work 
out a mighty deliverance for her and 
bring in a great deliverer,— the founder of 
that dynasty which still holds the throne 
of these realms in virtue of Protestant 
principle ! 

No less strikingly has God, at sundry 
times, quickened afresh the spirit of god- 
liness in the bosom of our church after 
that for a season it had languished. Thus, 
in the reign of Charles II., when the 
enactment atd rigid enforcettient of that 
unwise and unseasonable measure, the 
Act of Uniformity (met, as it was, by a 
morbid scrupulosity of conscience in 
many instances, and a sturdy insub- 
missiveiiess in others,) swept out of 
the establishment so large a company of 
ministers and laymen, a great proportion 
of whomi were distinguished for their zeal 
and piety it might have been appre- 
hended that little of vitality would remain 
in her and that the cloud would forsake 
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her tabernacles. But did it so happen to 
her? Did not God raise up for her many 
burning and shining lights ; and did he not 
so enliven and invigorate her that when 
tested in the reign of James she mani- 
fested a noble energy and witnessed a 
good confession? Her persecuted pre- 
lates as they went to the Tower for their 
faith gave proof that the mantles of their 
martyred forefathers had fallen upon them. 
And, in this connexion, we cannot forbear 
reminding you, not invidiously but in 
thankfulness to God, of the contrast to the 
course of our church furnished by the 
course of nonconformity. What has be- 
come of the work of the Baxters, and the 
Henrys, and the Doddridges ? How has 
it passed away like a cloud without water ! 
The pastors and flocks who succeeded 
them have, in the lapse of years, slided 
into the heresy of Socinus; and their 
chapels, with scarcely an exception, are 
now occupied by men who deny the Lord 
that bought us. Meantime the church 
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which those good men forsook, and which 
sustained a heavy loss by their forsaking 
her, having obtained help of God, con- 
tinues to the present day neither corrupt- 
ed in faith, nor uniruitful in holiness. 
Who can deny that the last half century 
has witnessed a wondrous reviviscence of 
religion in our land ? And let it be re- 
membered that this work has mainly 
sprung out of, or been accomplished by the 
national church. Wesley, and Whitfield, 
and others, who, pursuing a devious path, 
were so eminently instrumental in awaken- 
ing the people to repentance, these men 
were sons and ordained ministers of the 
church, nourished in her bosom and com- 
missioned by her bishops. Nor is it fair 
to forget how much we owe to the vene- 
rable men who, whilst burning with zeal, 
the same as those whom we have 
named, abode in dutiful submission to 
their church — ^the Venns, the Romaines, 
the Newtons, the Scotts, the Cecils, and 
others, too many to mention ; men who may 
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be looked upon as, in some sort, the re- 
formers of modern days, who aroused the 
church to her principles and privileges, 
and taught her children not to rest in 
form and ceremony, but to seek after the 
spirit and power of godliness. If the 
revival which God used these men in 
effecting spread less rapidly, and appeared 
less strikingly, than the other to which we 
have adverted ; yet may it not, without 
unfairness, be said to have excelled the less 
regular movement in soberness of charac- 
ter, soundness of faith, practical depth, and 
permanent solidity ? 

Whilst the church has thus been 
honoured as a nursing-mother of practical 
godliness, she has been equally distin- 
guished as a witness of the truth and a 
guardian against heresy. From traitors 
within, as well as from assailants without, 
she has many a time protected the treasure 
committed to her chaise. Her liturgy, 
confessions, and articles have proved the 
ramparts behind which orthodoxy has 
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often found a retreat. So it was in the 
time of Laud and those who acted with him ; 
for when an attempt was made by those 
divines (prompted, there is little reason to 
doubt, if not planned, by the Jesuits) to 
vitiate her again with the notions and 
usages of former days — or, to employ the 
language of those who in the present day 
are bent on the same design, to " unpro- 
testantize" her ; — ^what was the great im- 
pediment in the way of their intrigues? 
What was it that baffled their efforts? 
Pre-eminently, the fortifications which our 
Reformers had raised for the defence of 
the faith. And, at a subsequent period, 
when a cold formalism in devotion begat a 
sceptical spirit in many of her more in- 
tellectual members, and an effort was made 
to laditudinarianize the church by lower- 
ing the uncompromising tone of her con- 
fessions ; when combinations were formed 
and measures adopted to accomplish this 
purpose, — how effectually did her bulwarks 
withstand the aggression, and the expul- 
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sive power of truth within her cast forth 
the evil ! Neither ought we to doubt but 
that in the present emergency, if only we 
maintain our battlements and contend for 
the truth behind their shelter, the treason- 
able attempt now making within her walls 
will share the fate of former attempts^ and 
we shall again have reason to magnify God 
for the marvellous manner in which he has 
entrenched the truth amongst us, by 
means of the munitions of our church. 
Already it is evident that those who 
would assimilate us to Rome find our 
Reformed Church too unbending and 
impracticable for their purposes. Hence 
it is that, whilst professing unbounded 
love to her and boasting of themselves as 
" high churchmen," they yet speak of her 
in so irreverent, unnatural, and dispa- 
raging a style. What are we to think of 
the honesty of churchmen who brand the 
Reformation as "that deplorable schism/'* 
and assert "that Protestantism in its 
* Brit. Crit. July, 1841, p. 2. 
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essence and all its bearing, is characteris- 
tically the religion of corrupt human 
nature ?"* And can we deem the man a 
true-hearted son of our church, who thus 
delineates her whom he presumes to call 
mother ? — " Till we her children are stir- 
red up to this religious course, let the 
church, our mother, sit still ; let her chil- 
dren be content to be in hondage ; let us 
work in chains ; let us submit to our im- 
perfections as a punishment ; let us go on 
teaching with the stammering lips of am- 
biguous formularies, and inconsistent pre- 
cedents, and principles but partially de- 
veloped. We are not better than our 
fathers ; let us bear to be what Hammond 
was, or Andrews, or Hooker ; let us not 
faint under the body of death which 
they bore about in patience, nor shrink 
from the penalty of sins which they in- 
herited from the age before them/'f Is 
this the language of a friend, or a foe ? 
The voice is the voice of Jacob, though 

* Ibid p. 27. t Tract 90, p. 4. 
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the hands may be the hands of Esau. 
The author breathes the spirit of Rome, 
though he wears the uniform of England. 
We utterly repudiate the charges thus un- 
sparingly brought against our church. 
We have seen that the Reformation was 
not a schism, but an enfranchisement, — 
not a departure from antiquity, but a re- 
turn to primitive truth. And as for our 
Prayer Book, we fearlessly challenge for 
it a comparison with the purest and best 
of uninspired compositions. 

And now, men and brethren, let us 
bring home to our hearts some of the prac- 
tical lessons suggested by this discussion. 
Let us, in the first instance, learn to thank 
God for that branch of Christ's church to 
which we belong — ^the branch which he 
made so strong for himself in these lands. 
However she may be misunderstood and 
misrepresented ; however maligned by 
antagonist heresies, opposed to each other 
in everything save in hostility to her ; we 
may rest assured the more her history is 
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searched, — ^the more her doctrines are 
tested by holy Scripture, — the more her 
works as well as her words are fairly 
weighed, the more will her children have 
cause to rise up and bless her, and to 
cleave to her good old way, unseduced by 
novelty and undisturbed by change. If 
we cannot find primitive truth, edifying 
worship, apostolical order, within her 
pale, whither shall we betake ourselves 
to find them ? Thankful for her we 
ought to be ; proud of her we dare not 
be. We must not make her an idol lest 
we provoke God to destroy her, nor must 
we cry out, ** The temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord are we," lest for 
our arrogancy the candlestick should be 
removed from the midst of us. Yet, for 
the truth's sake, for the sake of her Lord, 
we cannot but love her. We would say 
of her, not in the spirit of boasting but of 
filial gratitude, — "Many daughters have 
done virtuously, but thou excellest them 
all" 
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Let US further learn, to ^^ stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made us 
free, and not to be entangled again in the 
yoke of bondage*" Wondrous was the deli- 
verance which God vouchsafed to this land, 
and wondrously has he preserved to us our 
spiritual liberties. Let us beware lest by 
disesteeming and trifling with our bless- 
ings we provoke him to withdraw them. 
Fearfully diluted is the Protestant spirit 
and fatally lowered the Protestant tone 
of our land. We have no small reason 
for apprehending that in all this there 
is something judicial. It may be that 
what neither the conspiracies of Jesu- 
itism, nor the Armada of Spain, nor the 
intrigues of James were able to accom- 
plish shall be accomplished through in- 
ternal treachery, dissension, and apathy ; 
and that Rome shall be allowed to scourge 
us for our unthankfulness and unfaithful- 
ness. " We may take it," said the holy 
bishop Beveridge, " as a certain axiom, 
that the church can never fall but from 
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within." This witness is true; if our 
church should be overthrown, the parri- 
cidal hands of her children will have 
brought her grey hairs to the dust. May 
God pour upon us the spirit of repentance, 
and stir up his faithful people to all 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
on behalf of his truth and church in this 
land! 

Finally, brethren, suffer ustourgeitupon 
your minds that you do not put your trust 
in your church, instead of trusting in God, 
The purest confession of faith, — the best 
orgmiized constitution, — the most spiritual 
formularies of devotion, — the most sublime 
and simple order of worship, — ^yea, and the 
most full and faithful preaching of Christ 
crucified, — all will avail you nothing with- 
out the power and the presence of the Spirit 
of God ; all will be as sounding brass and 
a tinkling cymbal, — mechanism without 
motion, a body without a soul. Trust not 
then, in means, put not your confidence in 
the church ; trust in nothing but your Sa- 
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viour ; adore him for your privileges but 
never make them a substitute for himself. 
Still, however watchful against forma- 
lism and exclusiveness, let the language of 
our hearts and lips in reference to the 
church of our fathers,— our mother church, 
the ornament and safeguard of our land, — 
be the language of the devout Israelite of 
old in reference to the church and city which 
he loved : — " Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem ; they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces. For my brethren and 
companions' sakes, I will now say. Peace 
be within thee. Because of the house of 
the Lord our God I will seek thy good." 
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SERMON V. 



HOW SEPARATISTS ARE TO BE 
REGARDED. 

Mark ix. 38, 39. — " And John answered him say- 
ing, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy 
name, and he foUoweth not us : and we forbad 
him because he followeth not us. But Jesus said, 
Forbid him not ; for there is no man which shall 
do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak 
evil of me." 

There is no Christian man, and espe- 
cially no Christian minister, who, in these 
days of discord, can acquit himself faith- 
fully in his high vocation, except he be 
crucified not only to the irreligious but 
also to the (so-styled) religious world. 
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He must esteem the opinion of the one no 
less than of the other as dust in the ba- 
lances when weighed against the approval 
of his Master. For it has come to pass, 
that he who sincerely strives to pursue 
the middle path, which is, ordinarily, the 
path of truth, must expect to encounter 
hostility on either hand ; — too high for the 
low and too low for the high, he must be 
prepared to sacrifice popularity at the 
shrine of principle. These remarks bear 
appropriately on the theme which, in 
course, bespeaks our attention this even- 
ing ; — the way in which separatists are to 
he regarded. On this topic, as we have 
had occasion to remark in our last dis- 
course, there are those, on the one hand, 
who entertain the most intolerant opinions, 
—holding that such as sever themselves 
from our church fall into fundamental 
error, are destitute of real sacraments and 
cut off from the body of the faithful ; 
whilst, on the other hand, there are multi- 
tudes who, recoiling from such unchris- 
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tian sentiments, rush into the opposite 
extreme ; — mistake latitudinarianism for 
charity, and in their horror of bigotry 
would sacrifice consistency. The latter 
class of persons speak of divisions as neces- 
sary and scarcely to be deplored, as tend- 
ing to good rather than to evil, as an or- 
nament rather than a blot on the brow of 
professing Christianity. In consequence, 
so far from bewailing our unhappy divi- 
sions, and being humbled for them before 
God, they are disposed to extenuate and 
palliate, not to say glory in them. 

Now, assuredly, there must be a medium 
which ought to be maintained between 
these extremes. That medium we conceive 
to be traced out by our blessed Lord in the 
decision which he delivered when appealed 
to about the spirit of separation which dis- 
covered itself in the church even during his 
visible presence with her. One of the apostles 
having represented to him, that seeing a man 
casting out devils in his name, who followed 
not with them, they had forbidden him ; 
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he, restraining, on the one hand, their in- 
temperate zeal, whilst he did not, on the 
other, express any sanction of the sepa- 
ration which they reprehended, answered 
and said unto them, " Forbid him not, for 
there is no man which shall do a miracle 
in my name that can lightly speak evil of 
me." What meekness of wisdom distin- 
guishes this decision ! Reprimanding the 
exclusiveness which would hinder that 
which is good because done irregularly 
it gives no countenance to irregularity 
and division. On this scriptural basis we 
would rest the discourse which we have un- 
dertaken, and which we desire to address 
to you in a spirit of firmness, yet of meek- 
ness, — of charity towards those who differ 
from us, yet of faithfulness towards those 
who are staunch in their love to the church 
of their fathers. May the spirit of wisdom, 
love, and peace, attend, and give effect to 
the words of my lips ! 

That union, visible union, amongst his 
people was most earnestly desired by our 
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Redeemer, no man conversant with holy 
Scripture will deny. If there was one 
topic more than all others on which the 
Saviour dwelt it was that of brotherly 
unity. In proof of this, need we do 
more than adduce a few of the striking 
passages with which his teaching abounded ? 
In his last discourse to his disciples, when 
it might be expected that he would im- 
part to them the inmost wishes of his 
heart, it was thus that he spake : " A new 
commandment I give unto you that ye 
also love one another." " By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples if ye 
have love one to another." From this 
passage it is clear that love must be mani- 
fest ; else how can the world recognise the 
disciples of Christ by their mutual affec- 
tion? Invisible union cannot serve the 
purpose. Again he spake to the same 
effect, " This is my commandment, that ye 
love one another as I have loved you/' 
And once more, " These things I com- 
mand you, that ye love one another." In 
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like manner, the same object is seen to 
have been paramount in the mind of our 
great High Priest when offering up his 
sublime intercessory prayer on behalf of 
all his chosen even to the end of the 
world. It was thus he pleaded, " Neither 
pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe in me through their 
word ; that they may all be one, as thou. 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us : that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. And 
the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them ; that they may be one, even 
as we are one : I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one ; 
and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast 
loved me." — Remark, I pray you, beloved 
brethren, how emphatically the Saviour 
twice denoted the great end for which he so 
yearned after the unity of his people. — And 
what is that end ? It is that the world, the 
unbelieving, ungodly, discordant world, 
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may by witnessing the unanimity of his 
church, be convinced of his divinity, and 
converted to his faith. How touching the 
stress which he lays on this point ! But can 
invisible union tell upon the world ? Can 
it body forth the power and beauty of 
the Lord ? In order to this, must there 
not be the appearance as well as the reality 
of union, — the palpable form as well as the 
indiscernible spirit ? 

Need we remind you how full the 
writings of the apostles are of sentiments 
similar to those of their Lord ? Breathe 
they not the same spirit — dwell they not 
on the same chord? "If," writes the 
apostle Paul, whose soul was not more 
fired with zeal than his heart was fraught 
with tenderness, — " if there be therefore 
any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
bowels and mercies, fulfil yemyjoy, that ye 
may be likeminded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind." It 
cannot be fairly said that in these words 
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St. Paul refers exclusively to accordance 
in essentials. He makes no exception. 
He conjures all who name the name of 
Christ to be of one mind as well as to 
have the same love. So, in addressing the 
Corinthians, he entreats them '^all to 
speak the same thing ;" — earnestly desiring 
that they should not only have unity 
of sentiment but identity of confession. 
Thus also, in the fourth chapter of the Epis- 
tle to the Ephesians, — whilst he reminds 
us that " there is one Spirit, even as we 
are called in one hope of our calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through 
all and in us all," — he fails not to assert, 
and that in the very outset, that there is 
likewise — " one hodyT With the same 
view, he desires that the brethren might 
" with one moutK' as well as " with one 
mind glorify God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.'* And again, when de- 
precating the spirit of separation which 
had split the church of Corinth into 
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sections, one saying I am of Paul, and ano- 
ther, I of Apollos, and another, I of 
Cephas, (even as in modern times so many 
bodies bear the names of some human 
leader,) the apostle emphatically demands 
of them, " Are ye not carnal ?" Thus he 
traced their divisions, not to eminence of 
spirituality, but to a carnal mind ; — they 
had lost sight of the unseen head and put 
some vessel of clay in his place. On ano- 
ther occasion, the same apostle bade the 
brethren " mark them which caused divi- 
sions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which they had learned, and avoid them.*' 
But need we multiply passages? The 
point we are illustrating is too obviously 
scriptural to be directly denied ; men 
may strive to elude the consequences 
which flow from the principle, but the 
principle itself they will hardly venture to 
set aside. 

If then, unity, practical, manifest unity, 
which may be seen by the world ; which 
will tell upon the opinions, disarm the pre- 
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judiceSy awaken the convictions, and con- 
ciliate the hearts of the men of the world, 
— ^if this is what the Saviour had so much 
at heart, and what his apostles so earnestly 
inculcated and untiringly laboured after ; it 
follows, that the unhappy divisions which 
chequer the Christianity of our land are 
alike deplorable and disgraceful. We are 
not now touching upon the question how 
far God may allow schisms to arise on ac- 
count of the supineness and unfaithfulness 
of a church, nor whether he may over- 
rule such divisions to counteract much 
evil, and, indirectly at least, produce much 
good ; but we are contending, that, in 
themselves and of themselves, they are 
bad ; — the badges of our shame not the or- 
naments of our glory ;— or, to change the 
figure, the symptoms of the diseased state 
of the body, and not the signs of its sound- 
ness and vigour. For, besides that our sepa- 
rations are in the face of the Scriptures 
which have been brought forward, and 
utterly out of harmony with the longings 
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and intercessions of our common Master, 
— <jan any man deny that the endless divi- 
sions among Protestants, whilst they harden 
and embolden the infidel, furnish the 
Romish Church with her most formidable 
weapon against those who have cast off her 
yoke ? True it is that not a few of those 
schisms may claim Rome as their mother ; 
— for till the disclosures of the great day it 
will not be known how largely her unsus- 
pected mancEuvres and Jesuitical intrigues 
have served to gender and perpetuate 
division in Protestant countries, and most 
of all in our own divided land ; — still the 
existence of interminable disunion amongst 
us is the by-word and the proverb with 
which Rome continually taunts us ; and 
there is not a man who, treading in the 
footsteps of our martyred forefathers, 
maintains his protest against the abomi- 
nations of mystic Babylon, and urges the 
children of God to " come out of her, that 
they be not partakers of her sins and re- 
ceive not of her plagues," but has had to en- 
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counter the hacknied objection times with- 
out number, and has found it the hardest 
to grapple with, because it is the most 
palpable and undeniable. No doubt it 
may be answered that the boasted uni- 
formity of Rome is the uniformity of 
darkness, not of light ; of coercion, not of 
cohesion ; of the iceberg, not of the crys- 
tal. But though all this may be asserted, 
aye, and proved — still, the undisguised 
and almost numberless schisms which split 
the Protestant world, at once furnish a 
handle to the adversary, and place a 
stumbling-block in the path of the in- 
quirer. " If," (he is tempted to say,) " I 
desert the infallibility of my church, to 
which of the countless sects, each affirming 
that it has a monopoly of truth, shall I 
betake myself?" And will he not be 
fiirther stumbled when he perceives that 
there is frequently more anxiety for the in- 
terests of the party than for the honour of 
Christ; more zeal to make proselytes 
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than to make believers ? This is a sore 
evil, and greatly to be deplored. 

It is not only in conflict with the Ro- 
manist that our divisions are our weak- 
ness ; they are, as we have already inti- 
mated, equally paralysing in our warfare 
with the sceptic, the scorner, and the 
reckless. You are witnesses who have 
most to do with such persons, that their 
chosen weapon against the truth of God is 
borrowed from our dissensions. The 
ready taunt which every flippant scoffer 
has on his tongue is, " Agree amongst 
yourselves. When you have agreed what 
is truth, I may think it worth while to 
attend to it ; but whilst one tells me it is in 
this creed, and another in that confession, 
and a third, in no creed at all; whilst 
those who assure me that it is in the 
Bible, so little concur as to what the 
Bible teaches them ; — I pray you have me 
excused from giving time, or thought, or 
heed to your dogmas." Are we speaking 
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too strongly when we say that of all the 
hindrances in the way of the infidel this 
practical impediment is the most formi- 
dable ? Woe then, to those by whom the 
offence cometh ! However we must 
share amongst us the blame of the offence, 
there stands the stone of stumbling ; and, 
so far from glorying in or making light of 
our divisions, we ought rather bitterly to 
bewail them. Must we not with shame 
acknowledge that, instead of leading the 
world by the spectacle of our unity to 
believe that Christ was sent by the Father, 
we lead them by our perpetual collisions 
to blaspheme the holy name we bear ? Oh 
that it were with us as in the days of 
old, — when "the multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and of one soul ;" 
when ** they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread and in prayers;" when 
the admiring world exclaimed, " See how 
these Christians love one another !" 

Within, as well as without, the church, 
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great is the mischief done by schismatical 
separations. How sorely, oftentimes, is the 
spirit of those whom we must believe to 
be brethren chafed, embittered, and 
contracted by our unhappy divisions ! 
How much of hypocrisy and hollow preten- 
sion is nurtured by our unhappy divisions ! 
Mercenary men set up their religious pro- 
fession for sale, and the body that will bid 
highest by countenancing them in tem- 
poral things bids fairest to gain their 
heartless adherence ! How frequently does 
solicitude to enlarge the sect swallow up 
solicitude to save the sinner, and a subtle 
selfishness wear the semblance of disin- 
terested zeal ! To what an extent are the 
minds of ministers as well as of laymen 
distracted from matters of infinite mo- 
ment to comparative trifles through our 
unhappy divisions ; — thrown into tumult 
about names and ceremonies, the colour 
of a vestment, the form of a build- 
ing, or the finish of a table ! What an 
amount of the time, and thought, and 
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energy, and writings, and labours of the 
christian community, is alienated from its 
proper object; withdrawn from the evan- 
gelization of the world, and wasted on 
circumstantials which we magnify into 
essentials, — whilst, in the meantime, the 
soul and eternity are trembling in the 
balances ! 

In their ultimate consequences, how 
specially disastrous do schisms commonly 
prove ! The germ is division ; the fruit 
heresy. The history of our country 
furnishes a mournful illustration. Of the 
nearly three hundred chapels which be- 
longed to the old nonconformists — where 
Owen lectured, Henry expounded, Baxter 
preached, and Doddridge prayed, — there 
are now not so many as fifty in which " the 
catholic faith" is maintained. In all the 
rest the Lord who bought us is denied ; 
errors are taught rather than have taught 
which the pious founders would have shed 
their blood. What a touching lesson ! What 
an impressive warning ! We are not now 
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discussing the causes or the merits of the 
original separation, (to these we shall sooa 
have occasion to refer,) we are simply 
calling attention to the fact, that, whilst 
the secession from the national church of 
so large a body of her holiest and best 
members inflicted a sore wound upon her, 
the catastrophe of the secession itself has 
been fatal indeed. When once the bark 
begins to drift, who can say where she 
will cast anchor ! 

If then, separations amongst Christians 
are fraught with so much evil, and if unity 
and uniformity are to be so earnestly 
desired, let us calmly and fairly inquire 
why and whence so many divisions in our 
privileged land ? A wider range we need 
not, and time will not allow us to take. 

Unhappily, at an early period after the 
Reformation, dissensions arose in the Re- 
formed Church. Some were for carrying 
change too far, and others not far enough ; 
some for proceeding slowly and warily; 
others boldly and precipitately. These 
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differences were widened after the reign 
and persecutions of Mary ; for many of the 
good men who bad taken refuge in the 
churches on the continent became biassed 
in favour of the peculiarities of those 
churches, and on their return to their 
native land that bias largely influenced 
their conduct. Matters grew worse and 
worse. On the one hand there was much 
of morbid scrupulosity and unyielding 
self-will ; on the other of impatient in- 
consideration and overbearing intolerance. 
Reviewing those times from the calm dis- 
tance, we are astonished at the trifles (for 
the most part) which were so intensely 
withstood by one party, and so rigidly 
enforced by another. The kindling fires 
of discord were at last fanned into a 
flame by the proceedings of Laud and his 
abettors, who to save the church from 
Puritanism almost forced her into Popery. 
The catastrophe you know. The church 
was disorganised, and the throne over- 
turned. 
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Happy would it have been if the school 
of adversity had taught all parties mode- 
ration. Such, however, was not the result. 
After the Restoration, the ruling parties 
in the church, smarting under the sense 
of recent hardship and oppression, passed 
the unseasonable and unsparing Act of 
Uniformity; and carried out its enact- 
ments with a rigour and severity which, 
however we may palliate, we cannot jus- 
tify. These measures were met on the 
other side with unbending tenacity, and, 
in the upshot, a most calamitous disrup- 
tion took place. As a consequence, many 
of the nonconformists set up rival com- 
munions, and thus, separation became per- 
manently engrafted on our land. That 
they had much to bear, much to provoke 
them, cannot be denied ; yet, when the 
blessedness of union and the mischiefs of 
division are remembered, it may surely 
be doubted whether they were warranted 
by the grievances, real or imaginary, under 
which they writhed, in first deserting and 
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then opposing the national church ; hold- 
ing and witnessing as she still did — them- 
selves being judges — "the word of the 
truth of the Gospel." Certain it is that 
many of the best of the recusant ministers 
acted (as we must think) the nobler part, 
and, relinquishing their benefices, re- 
mained in fellowship with the church. 
Their conduct was highly approved by 
several distinguished divines on the con- 
tinent; who first counselled the non- 
conformists against separation, and then 
deplored the rupture which ensued. 
Dissent, once planted was rapidly pro- 
pagated. Schism begets schism, and 
resembles the centipede, of which it is 
i»aid that if cut into a hundred pieces 
each piece will become a living creature. 
We would shun uncharitableness of judg- 
ment, yet we cannot avoid the conviction, 
that very many sects have sprung out of 
impatience of authority, or self-sufficiency 
and self-opiniatedness, or thirst for per- 
sonal importance, or lust of notoriety, or 
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mortified ambition, or love of novelty, or 
blind enthusiasm, or diseased tenderness 
of conseience coupled with a narrow un- 
derstanding. Who shall say how largely 
these causes have wrought in generating 
those multiplying sects which have been 
frequent as bubbles on the surface of the 
stream, and like bubbles have many of them 
sparkled for a little while and then 
vanished away. Much too of existing 
separation has arisen out of movements, 
which, though irregular, were not, nor 
were intended to be, separatical. Such 
was the mighty movement originated by 
the Wesley s ; devious indeed, but, as we 
have their own repeated assurances to 
warrant us in saying, not designed to issue 
in a distinct pale, and in separate ordi- 
nances. 

We are aware, christian brethren, that 
these remarks will seem to some harsh and 
severe. But we speak in the faithfulness 
of love. Nor will we spare the faults on 
our own side. It cannot be denied that 
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an immense amount of dissent has been 
occasioned, directly or indirectly, by the 
church herself; not by her scheme and 
system, but by her practical working. 
What a want has there often been of con- 
sideration, forbearance, and conciliation ! 
What scandal from the prostitution of 
ecclesiastical patronage by the state ! 
What offence from laxity of discipline ; 
from profligacy in some of the clergy; 
from supineness in more ! What a pre- 
valency, many times, of defective, not to 
say unsound, preaching — ^sothat the people 
have found the pulpit out of harmony 
with the desk, and the teaching of their 
pastors with the articles of their church ! 
Who shall say to how much separation 
this one cause has given rise ? Then, 
besides, and above all this, what shall we 
say of the utter and deepening inadequacy^ 
for a century past, of the accommodation 
and ministrations of the church, for the 
ever multiplying population of the land ! 
An evil, gigantic in its dimensions ; till 
6 



Digitized by 



Google 



262 HOW SEPARATISTS 

within the last few years, always increas- 
ing ; and occasioned and perpetuated, for 
the most part, by the wicked and irrational 
hindrances and which were thrown in the 
way of church extension. Sects of all kinds 
had unrestricted license to expand them- 
selves, but the establishment was chained 
and crippled. No marvel that under such 
circumstances separation should spread. 
There was, to a wide extent, no altera 
native for the people but either to seek 
means of grace apart from the church, or 
to lack them altogether. God forgive the 
past, and look favourably upon the gigan- 
tic efforts to meet the exigency ! 

But enough of this painful and humili- 
ating theme ; enlarged upon, not for the 
purpose of criminating our forefathers, but 
of affecting ourselves with shame and con- 
trition — that so we may bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. What is to be done ? 
Are we to abandon the hope of union in 
despair ? Or are we to say, " These divi- 
sions are allowed by God, and he over- 
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rules them for good, therefore we may be 
at ease about them?'' It is not so re- 
vealed, and revelation is our guide. 
" The wrath of man shall (indeed) praise 
him ;" yet will he punish the man whose 
wrath he makes to glorify his name. Let 
us rather all strive together to " hold the 
faith in unity of the spirit and in the 
bond of peace." Let the church do what 
lieth in her to win back her stray 
children, by persuasion, conciliation, and 
love ; and let those who have forsaken her 
yet are partakers of "the common sal- 
vation," weigh well her claims upon their 
allegiance. Is she not the primitive 
branch of Christ's church in this country ? 
Is she not apostolical in order ? Has she 
apostatised from the faith ? Does she not 
hold forth the word of life ? Has she not 
the due administration of the holy sacra- 
ments ? Is not God in the midst of her, 
making her the joyful mother of many 
children, — the faithful nurse of many heirs 
of heaven? Are then British Christians 
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justified either in deserting her breast, or 
in abiding in a state of separation from 
her ? This is a grave question. Nor can 
it be met by simply replying, " We are 
safe — ^you allow that we hold essential 
truth ; why then should we conform ?" 
We answer, — for the honour of the Re- 
deemer, for the prosperity of his cause, 
for the sake of the world. Would not the 
visible union of the faithful subserve all 
these? Do not our unhappy divisions 
damage them ? And is a disciple of Christ 
to regard nothing else but his individual 
salvation, or his personal predilections? 
Are not relative and social claims to have 
their weight in his decisions ? 

All these considerations borrow a special 
force from the aspect of present and 
the shadows of coming events. It is 
clear that our common faith and spiritual 
liberties are imperilled ; that a tremen- 
dous confederation is forming against 
them. Whence our danger? Our dis- 
union is our weakness. The watch- 
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word of the foe is, " divide and con- 
quers—ought not ours to be, " unite 
and be unconquerable ?" Happy for us 
should our dangers constrain us into 
union. So have we seen a flock of sheep, 
in the calm and sunshine, scattered to 
and fro in the pastures of the plain ; but 
when a sudden tempest lowered, and fit- 
ful blasts gave warning, they thronged 
instinctively to each other's sides and 
round some common shelter. Thus may 
the gathering storm drive us closer to 
" the Rock of Ages," and, as a necessary 
consequence, closer to each other ! 

To abide in a state of separation ought, 
ordinarily, to be regarded with more ten- 
derness than to go into a state of sepa- 
ration. In the former case, persons edu- 
cated as dissenters must have strong 
prejudices and difficulties to break through 
in returning to conformity, and they may 
never have had their minds awakened to 
the inquiry, why are we not members of the 
national church ; and are we justified in 
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our estrangement from her ? In the lat- 
ter case, the breach made upon unity is 
more direct, and less excusable. Surely, 
at the present juncture, when union is so 
imperatively called for, and when so much 
life and blessing distinguish the church, 
it behoves a man to ponder well before he 
quits her fold ; lest haply he should be 
following his own spirit not the Spirit of 
God, and risking the guilt of schism — ^a 
sin committed in apostolical times, and 
which may certainly still be committed. 

In urging such thoughts as these, we 
are commonly met with the plausible argu- 
ment, " If you object to separation from 
your church, how do you justify your 
separation from the Church of Rome T 
To this we answer, we nefoer separated from 
her. We cast off the yoke of papal bon- 
dage ; we disclaimed the usurped supre- 
macy of a foreign church, a church which 
had no claim to be called our mother; 
but this was not a separatical act. We 
have shown you in a former discourse 
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that our free-born church by returning 
to primitive order and doctrine became not 
a new but a renovated church, — severed 
herself not from the church catholic but 
from Popery. From Rome as she was, — 
a chaste sister, beloved in the faith ; the 
Rome to whom the Epistle of St. Paul 
was written, we have not withdrawn. 
With papal Rome, disfigured by monstrous 
innovations, arrogating universal ascen- 
dancy, setting up a poor mortal in the 
seat of Christ, and demanding submission 
to him as essential to communion with 
her, we can have no fellowship. The 
barrier to union is hers, not ours. She is 
a schismatical, we are a catholic branch of 
the church. Let her stand simply on the 
ancient confessions of faith, based on the 
Bible ; and let her repudiate the mass of 
error developed in the dark ages, accu- 
mulated at Trent, concentrated in the 
creed of Pope Pius and rivetted round 
her neck ; let her cast from her all the fig- 
ments thus superadded to the truth, and 
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there is nothing to hinder our union as 
sisters in the family of faith. 

But, granting that we did separate 
from the Church of Rome, it would not 
follow that we became schismatical. There 
may be cases in which it is not only lawful 
but a duty to forsake the church of the 
land — the ancient church. Truth, essen- 
tial truth, must be maintained even at the 
expense of unity. ** The wisdom which is 
from above is first pure^ then peaceable." 
And in what case can separation be more 
clearly required than in the case of 
a church become idolatrous? But we 
charge idolatry on Rome. Our martyrs 
bled on the strength of this charge. Her 
worship of the host and her adoration of 
saints and images, had she no other here- 
tical note, would brand her as apostate; 
and, whilst she continues in apostacy, the 
language of God to the faithful amongst 
her children is, " Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues." 
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What fair parallel then can be drawn 
between separation from the Church of 
Rome and separation from the Church of 
England? Where is the orthodox Pro- 
testant who will dare to denounce our 
church as apostate, or deny that she holds 
all essential truth? To desert her is, 
therefore, not only to desert the mother 
church of our land, but to desert her 
whilst she has neither forsaken the truth 
nor is forsaken by the Lord. 

But it is high time that we should enter 
our protest against bigotry and intolerance 
no less than against latitudinarianism and 
division. God forbid that we should, 
with the Tractarian school, adjudge dis- 
senters, as such, to be out of the christian 
pale ; to lack the ordinances of grace ; to 
be given over to " uncovenanted mercies !" 
Far from us be such language as the 
following, — " We have no right to admit 
that any persons out of the church are 
or can be in the way of salvation."* 
* Palmer's Treatise, vol. i. p. 254. 
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Much as we prize uniformity, how much 
more ought we to prize living union with 
Christ ! The former without the latter is 
the shell without the kernel — the body 
without the soul. Show us the image of 
our Saviour, in lowliness, in meekness, in 
patience, in love, in spirituality of mind, 
in holiness of character, in all the fruits of 
the Spirit — and if we love the original we 
cannot but love the likeness. We shall 
love it when set in alloyed metal, though 
we may love it better when set in the fine 
gold of the sanctuary. We are bound to 
love the pious dissenter as a brother y we 
are not bound to love him as a dissenter. 
His dissent we deplore; his holiness we 
love. It is individual character, not cor- 
porate relationship, which decides the state 
in the sight of God, which will determine 
the destiny in eternity. "Grace (then) 
be with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. Amen." This is the 
true spirit of catholicity. Many are mem- 
bers of the invisible who are hardly 
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allowed to be members of the visible 
church. Many lighter mistakes may con- 
sist with heavenly wisdom — many fainter 
imperfections with genuine godliness. 
"The foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, the Lord knoweth them 
that are his :" and we too, may know them; 
for "let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity." " By 
their fruits ye shall know them." Where, 
therefore, we see the fruits of the spirit 
we see the seal of adoption ; — and shall we 
repudiate him whom God accepts ? Alas, 
for those who love a had man because he 
is a churchman, whilst they dislike a good 
man because he is a dissenter, — is theirs 
the love of" the brethren T 

As we would disclaim the bigotry which 
unchristianisesthe pious separatist, so would 
we repudiate the selfishness which looks 
with a grudging and unfriendly eye on 
usefulness accomplished by what we may 
deem irregular instrumentality. What 
said the Saviour to his officious followers 
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when they told him that they had for- 
bidden the worker of miracles who fol- 
lowed not with them ? " Forbid him not, 
for there is no man which shall do a mira- 
cle in my name, that can lightly speak 
evil of me." If then, our Master allowed 
the separatist in his day, to cast out 
devils ; if he still allows some " who follow 
not with us" to cast out devils by the 
power of his word and Spirit from the un- 
converted — to bring the ungodly at home 
and the heathen abroad into the fellow- 
ship of the faith ; who are we that we 
should forbid them ? Rather, let us say 
with Moses, "Would God that all the 
Lord's people were prophets, and that the 
Lord would put his spirit upon them/' 
Let us breathe the Spirit of St. Paul, who, 
whjen some preached Christ even of envy 
and strife, exclaimed, ** What then, not- 
withstanding, every way, whether in pre- 
tence, or in truth, Christ is preached ; and 
I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice." 
Not that we are to countenance dissent 
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or to take part with dissenters in their 
schemes, to do so is uncalled for and in- 
consistent — uncalled for, because we have 
ample scope for our efforts in conformity 
with our own church — inconsistent, be- 
cause, according to our convictions, we 
shall not be doing good in the best and 
most legitimate manner. It is one thing 
to support, another to disallow. 

It is apparent then, brethren, how those 
who separate themselves are to be re- 
garded. If heretics, denying the truth, 
separate from Christ, we cannot, indeed, 
acknowledge them as Christians ; yet are 
we to pity rather than to reprobate them ; 
to love them as fellow-creatures, instead of 
hating them as enemies. If simply sepa- 
ratists, practising as well as professing the 
faith of Christ, we ought not to suffer the 
error which (as we must think) shades 
their christian profession to hinder us 
from feeling and behaving towards them 
with forbearance, brotherly-kindness, and 
charity. At the same time, we are never 
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to make light of the evils of schism and 
division ; nor, in our love for the pious 
dissenter, to countenance, much less pro- 
mote, dissent. 

Cherish then, I pray you, an enlightened, 
charitable, consistent devotedness to your 
church. Deem her not faultless, for she 
is a portion of the church militant not 
triumphant ; yet deem not that her ble- 
mishes authorise you to desert her, and so 
to incur the guilt of those " who cause 
divisions." Dream not of an unmixed 
communion here ; let not that witching 
phantom beguile you. Where on earth is 
the field which has no tares mingled with 
the wheat? — where the threshing-floor 
which has no chaff blended with the grain ? 
Believe me, you may search far and near, 
but you will not find a better nurse, — a 
sounder teacher, than England's church. 
I have lived and laboured in her pale for 
many years; I have been neither a pre- 
judiced nor unobservant witness of what 
has concerned her; and I have never 
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known either an individual or a party 
who forsook the establishment that in the 
lapse of years proved to have been a 
gainer by the change in sober spirituality, 
practical godliness, or peace of mind. The 
blossom might be imposing but the fruit 
was shrivelled. 

Be not shaken in your minds by exag- 
gerated representations of the prevalency 
of Tractarian errors in the ohurch. She 
is not changed ; her articles, her confes- 
sions, her formularies are unaltered. By 
these we judge her. By these we will 
abide. And abiding by these we abide 
by her. The controversies which press 
upon us, instead of scaring us from her 
ramparts, ought to constrain us to cling to 
them the more tenaciously as we the more 
discern the value of their defence ; and, 
assuredly, if the battle of the Reformation 
is to be fought successfully we must fight 
it as with " the sword of the Spirit" so 
on the battlements of the Church of 
England. 
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See to it, meanwhile, that " brotherly 
love continue," — even towards those whom 
we must regard as erring brethren. Let 
us show them the excellency of our 
church by the excellency of our spirit. 
Such churchmanship they must under- 
stand, they cannot but feel. We shall 
never by reproach and upbraiding bring 
back one sheep to our fold. By truth, by 
holiness, by love, we may. Nearly does 
it concern us to take care that we do not 
despise or reject one little one with whom 
we are to spend an eternity of love. 

Let us all strive together for union. A 
godlike aim. " Blessed are the peace-makers 
for they shall be called the sons of God." 
Christians in the present day resemble per- 
sons who stand around a common centre but 
in a circle sadly wide. How then are we to 
approximate to each other but by narrowing 
the circle, — by approaching nearer to the 
centre ? Christ Jesus is the centre. O let 
us press closer to him, then shall we be 
nearer to each other. This is the soul of all 
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unity which deserves the name. It is thus 
we may hope to realize the heart's desire 
and prayer of our common Saviour. 

And, after all, and above all, lay it to 
heart, I beseech you, brethren, that it is 
not mere membership of any branch of 
Christ's church, — the oldest, the purest, — 
which will avail us before God ; nothing 
short of incorporation with Christ, of being 
new creatures in him, will " make us to 
be numbered with his saints in glory ever- 
lasting." Therefore, let every man look 
to himself. Let him see that his own heart 
is right with God. Finally, fellow-Chris- 
tians, let us all with fresh fervour pray in 
the pathetic language of our church, "O 
God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace ; 
give us grace seriously to lay to heart the 
great dangers we are in by our unhappy 
divisions. Take away all hatred and pre- 
judice, and whatsoever else may hinder us 
from godly union and concord : that as 
there is but one body, and one Spirit, and 

N 2 
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one hope of our falling ; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
us all, so we may henceforth be all of one 
heart, and of one soul, united in one 
holy bond of truth and peace, of faith 
and charity, and may with one mind and 
one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen and Amen." 
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SERMON VI. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PREACHING. 

2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. — "I charge thee, therefore, before 
Grod, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing, and his 
kingdom ; preach the word.'' 

" My kingdom," said the Saviour, " is 
not of this world." In the mode of its 
establishment as well as in the character 
of its constitution it is not of the earth. 
How just and sublime the sentiment as- 
cribed to Bonaparte, — " Caesar, Alex- 
ander, and I," said he, "have set up 
mighty empires by the sword; Jesas 
Christ alone has set up a mighty empire 
by love." Yes, the means employed 
by God to spread the Gospel of his 
Son beautifully illustrate the nature 
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and attest the truth of that blessed reve- 
lation. Paganism, the offspring of the 
evil heart of unbelief, has been propagated 
by fraud or by force. Mahommedanism, 
the child of imposture, has gained its con- 
quests by the edge of the scymitar. The 
religion of Christ has won its way by the 
gentleness of persuasion, by the power of 
truth, by " the foolishness of preaching." 
Thus have its triumphs furnished accu- 
mulating evidences of its divinity ; the 
finger of God has been manifest ; the in- 
strument has not hidden the hand that 
gives it effect. 

God still honours the instrumentality 
which he at first ordained. How sad, 
then, that there should be men who 
though commissioned to wield the weapon 
strive to bring it into disesteem. It is 
consistent in the priests of Rome to do so ; 
but what shall we say of those who minis- 
ter in our own church and yet speak 
slightingly of preaching. Whilst they 
unduly magnify the ministerial office, they 
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disparage one of its most vital functions. 
A few citations from their works will be 
sufficient to support this charge. We 
might easily show that in their latter 
writings especially they always advert iu 
a depreciating tone to the chosen instru- 
ment of Christ ; — ^but we forbear. Nor will 
we lay much stress on the rash expression 
of one of the younger but most notorious 
members of the school, who remarked 
that he trusted a friend of his, just entering 
on his pastoral work, would not be "a 
preacher of the Gospel." Did it not occur 
to him that the very words of Christ in 
commissioning his disciples were " Preach 
the Gospel to every creature ;" — ^and that 
St. Paul expressly says that Christ sent 
him " to preach the Gospel." A more 
grave and deliberate opinion, hazarded by 
one of the leaders of the party, is,*— " The 
sacraments, not preaching, are the sources 
of grace."* ^'Sources of grace" neither 
preaching nor the sacraments are. God 
* Pre£. to voL i. of the Tracts, p. iv. 
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in Christ is the sole source of grace. His 
ordinances are the golden pipes to con- 
vey the living waters ; but in themselves 
they have not a drop to impart. He will 
not allow the channels to be confounded 
with the fountain. How far the sacra- 
ments are exclusively, to the utter dis- 
paragement of preaching, the instruments 
of divine grace will be tried in the course 
of our appeal to holy Scripture. To the 
short passc^e already brought forward, we 
add a larger extract from another writer 
of the same class, — " Not that we would 
be thought entirely to depreciate preach- 
ing as a mode of doing good ; it may be 
necessary in a weak and languishing state, 
but it is characteristic of this system as 
opposed to that of the church ; and we 
fear the undue exaltation of an instrument 
which Scripture, to say the least, has never 
much recommended."* This is certainly 
a bold statement and can easily be shown 
to contravene the voice of Scripture ; and 
* Tract Ixxxvii. 75. 
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as of Scripture so of our scriptural church. 
We proceed, therefore, to prove the stress 
laid upon preaching by the Word of God. 
And may the Spirit of truth, accompany- 
ing his own ordinance, make it effectual 
to the enlightment of our understandings 
and the conviction of our hearts ! 

That God has specially instituted and 
honoured " the foolishness of preaching*^ 
for the salvation of sinners is indicated by 
the honour which he has put upon his 
word. The scriptures of the Old Testament 
as well as of the New are explicit upon 
this point. The "sweet singer of Israel" 
declares, " the law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul ; the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple." 
And again, " I will never forget thy pre- 
cepts, for with them thou hast quickened 
me." How clearly in these passages are the 
illumination of the mind and the renova- 
tion of the soul ascribed to the instru- 
mentality of the divine word. To the 
same effect is the voice of God by the pro- 

N 5 
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phet, — " Is not my word like as a fire ? 
saith the Lord ; and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces ?" The dross 
it consumes, the stony heart it crushes. 
So, in depicting the renewal of his people, 
he says, " I will put my laws in their heart, 
and write them upon their minds." When 
we refer to the New Testament proofs of 
the same truth meet us on every side. 
" The words that I spake unto you," (said 
Christ to the Jews,) " they are spirit, and 
they are life." And in his sublime inter- 
cessory prayer, he pleaded for his people : 
" Sanctify them through thy truth, thy 
word is truth." What vital energy, what 
purifying efficacy is thus attributed to 
that word which God has " magnified 
above all his name !" St. Paul assures the 
Romans that he was " not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ, because it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth." So he afterwards reminds 
them that they " were the servants of sin, 
but they had obeyed from the heart the form 
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of doctrine which was delivered them," — 
or rather, into which they were delivered, 
— the mould in which they were cast that 
they might be enstamped with the image 
of God. St. James, speaking of the faith- 
ful in general, states, " Of his own will 
begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of first-fruits of his 
creatures." And, not to multiply passages, 
St. Peter represents the children of God 
as ** born again not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of God which 
liveth and abideth for ever." 

It is clear, then, that the Word of God 
is the primary means employed by God in 
saving his people : it is no less clear that 
it is pre-eminently the word preached he 
employs. Not that we would — God for- 
bid that we should — in anywise disparage 
the reading and searching of the Scrip- 
tures; a duty to which faithful preaching 
will always, as in the case of the Bereans, 
lead the obedient mind : but we hold that 
the former was not designed to supersede, 
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nor, ordinarily, to be a substitute for, the 
latter. The purpose of God to propagate 
his truth, in all ages, by the living 
voice seems not obscurely intimated in 
the chosen name which he has given to 
the revelation of his will, — " the word 
of God." This distinguishing title of 
holy Scripture indicates the perpetual 
enunciation of divine truth ; that it is not 
so much by the silent record, as by the 
voice of " the lively oracles," speaking 
through the ambassadors of Christ, that 
the work of grace is to be accomplished. 
The preaching of the Gospel was foretold 
in the prophecies as one of the chief offices 
of the Redeemer. In the Book of the 
prophet Isaiah he is represented as thus 
announcing his commission : " The Spirit 
of the Lord God is upon me ; because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek." And when Im- 
manuel, " God with us," the Lord of 
heaven and earth and all things came 
into the world, he dignified the simple 
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function of the preacher by exercising it 
with unwearied assiduity. ** Jesus began 
to preach, and to say, Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand." Yea, he 
gave this as the crowning evidence that he 
was the Messiah that should come, — " the 
poor have the Gospel preached unto them." 
In like manner the holy apostles regarded 
the preaching of the Word as their special 
vocation. St. Paul fully brings out the 
subject, — " After that in the wisdom of 
God the world by wisdom knew not God, 
it pleased God by the foolishpess of preach- 
ing to save them that believe." And, when 
describing the honour put upon him by 
God, he says, " Unto me, who am less than 
the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the Gentilesi 
the unsearchable riches of Christ." So, in 
addressing Timothy^ he declares himself 
to have been " ordained a preacher, and 
an apostle ;" placing his office as an evan- 
gelist in the first rank. How solemnly 
and repeatedly he urged upon the Bishop 
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of Ephesus that he should " preach the 
word" we need not do more than remind 
you. What then is to be thought of the 
ignorance or hardihood of those who can 
speak of a work so magnified by Christ 
and his apostle — as " little commended by 
Scripture?" 

Of a truth, can there be any hesitation in 
determining what has been, what still is, the 
grand instrument in extending, as well as 
establishing, the kingdom of Christ? When 
the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls 
finally sent forth his heralds into all lands, 
what was the commission he gave them ? 
" Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.'' But has every 
creature yet heard the message of life ? 
If not, can the work of preaching be at an 
end ? And is it not in the discharge of 
that work the ministers of the church are 
sustained by the promise which accom- 
panied the original commission, — "And, 
lo, I am with you always even unto the 
end of the world ?" If this promise is to 
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be understood as coeval with the duration 
of the church on earth, as, assuredly, it 
ought to be understood, then so long as 
Christ's presence abides with his church 
militant she must fulfil her first high 
errand, and " preach the Gospel to every 
creature." No less conclusively does the 
language of St. Paul associate the spread 
of Christianity with the preaching of the 
Word. " Whosoever" (he argues) " shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed ? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard ? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher ? and how shall they 
preach except they be sent ?" '* So then, 
faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God." Could any chain of 
reasoning be more consecutive and indis- 
soluble? Invocation of the Lord is the 
fruit of faith ; faith is necessary to invo- 
cation; hearing to faith; preaching to 
hearing ; mission to preaching ; — and thus 
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the importance of preaching is irrefutably 
proved. 

But is it that there is any intrinsic power 
in preaching — any force in argument, — 
any energy in eloquence to change the 
human heart? — As well think to sway 
the ocean with a breath, or rein the whirl- 
wind with a word. The weakness of the 
instrument is designed to manifest the 
mightiness of the agency which gives 
it effect. "We have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power might be of God and not of us." 
" Paul may plant and Apollos water, 
but God giveth the increase. So then, 
neither is he that planteth anything, 
neither he that watereth, but God that 
giveth the increase." When we survey the 
achievements of an instrumentality desig- 
nated emphatically as " foolishness," we are 
constrained to say, — " it pleased God." — 
" Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in 
thy sight." This is the peculiar honour of 
the ordinance, that it is " the ministration of 

5 
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the spirit*' Through this channel, speci- 
ally but not exclusively, it pleaseth God 
to communicate the Holy Ghost. The 
testimony of St. Paul on this point is 
plain. He appeals to the Galatians, — 
" Received ye the Spirit by the works of 
the law, or by the hearing of faith?" And 
again he asks them, " He therefore that 
ministereth to you the spirit, and worketh 
miracles among you, doeth he it by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of 
fiaith ?" To the same effect is his witness 
respecting the Thessalonians, — " Our Gos- 
pel came to you not in word only, but 
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and 
in much assurance." St. Peter declares 
generally of the Gospel, that it was 
" preached with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven." Herein lay the secret of 
its might. When at Antioch a great mul- 
titude turned to the Lord, it was because 
" the hand of the Lord was with" his word. 
When Lydia " attended to the things 
which were spoken by Paul,** it was be- 
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cause " the Lord opened her heart." 
When Peter was preaching Jesus to Cor- 
nelius and his friends, ^^ the Holy Ghost 
fell upon all them that heard the word." 
This instance calls for special note. It is 
uncommonly striking. How much of con- 
trivance — how much of divine interpo- 
sition in order to put honour on " the 
foolishness of preaching.'' An angel wings 
his flight to Caesarea; a mystic vision 
visits the apostle at Joppa ; messengers 
hasten to the former place, Peter repairs 
to the latter ; — and all is to bring it about 
that the first-fruits of the Gentiles may be 
gathered into the church by the ministry 
of the word. And what shall we more 
say ? — One hundred and forty times, at 
least, is preaching mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament, and always 
so mentioned as to enhance our impression 
of its importance. 

Far indeed is the Bible from counte- 
nancing that idolatrous exaltation of the 
holy sacraments to the disparagement of 
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preaching which many are guilty of: to 
say the least, it places the latter on a level 
with the former. And far be it from 
us to even seem to set up the divine 
ordinances in opposition to one another, 
or to speak of any of them, and es- 
pecially of the holy sacraments, save 
with the greatest reverence. We only 
wish to make the mind of Scripture mani- 
fest. Of the Lord Jesus it is written : — 
** Howbeit, Jesus baptized not, but his dis- 
ciples." Yet, Jesus preached in every 
place, on every occasion. St. Paul also 
declares, " Christ sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the Gospel ;" implying that 
this was the paramount purpose of his 
mission. Nor ought it to be unnoticed 
that, whilst, throughout the New Tes- 
tament, the preaching of the word is per- 
petually mentioned, the mention of the 
two sacraments is much more sparing. 
The truth is that without the former the 
latter would be unavailing. Unless we 
bold the monstrous doctrine that the sacra- 
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meats operate physically, not morally ; on 
the Ignorant as on the enlightened ; on 
the unconscious as on the conscious ; on 
the unbelieving as on the faithful ; we must 
admit that as knowledge is necessary to 
faith, and faith to meet participation of 
the sacraments, so is the word of God, and 
the ministry of the word, to both. In the 
case of the Lord's supper this will hardly 
be denied, — except, indeed, by the blind- 
est Romanist. But baptism, in the case 
of infants, may be thought to contradict 
our reasoning. Is is not, however, a ser- 
vice of faith ? And dare any man contend 
that a child will, because baptized, prove 
to be, instinctively and intuitively, as he 
grows up, an enlightened Christian, though 
he should be neither taught nor trained 
in the word of God ? Are we to antici- 
pate that a special revelation will be made 
to his mind ? Or are we to suppose that 
he will be saved without knowledge, faith, 
and obedience ? As then, preaching is 
not without the sacraments, so, assuredly. 
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^re not the sacraments without preaching. 
" What God has joined together, let not 
man put asunder." 

We shall be still further impressed with 
the importance of the pure preaching of 
the Gospel by an appeal to the history 
of the church in all ages. If we refer to 
her primitive, her palmy days, what do we 
find? — ^The preaching of the cross the 
grand characteristic of the epoch. The 
apostles " went forth and preached every- 
where." They lived to preach. "In 
season, out of season f by night, and by 
day ; in the synagogue, and by the way- 
side ; " publicly, and from house to house,*' 
'Hhey ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ." And the Lord " gave tes- 
timony to the word of his grace ;" " work- 
ing with them and confirming the word 
with signs following." Manifold and mar- 
vellous were the miracles which they 
wrought, but these were not the weapons 
of their power ; these carried only the out- 
posts of unbelief; the citadel of the heart 
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fell before the preaching of " Christ cruci- 
fied." " The weapons of our warfare," 
said the chief of the apostles, " are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong-holds ; casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.'' When 
was it that three thousand were " pricked 
in their heart and said unto Peter and the 
apostles,. ^Men and brethren, what shall 
we do T and believed, and were baptized, 
and continued stedfastly in the apostle's 
doctrine and fellowship T — It was when 
Peter preached to them on the day of 
Pentecost. When was it that five thou- 
sand were born in a day ?— -It was when 
the apostles " preached through Jesus the 
resurrection of the dead." What won the 
victory over the embattled powers of 
earth and hell till the cross waved over 
half the world ? — Preaching, the " foolish- 
ness of preaching." — What rived the pre- 
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judices of the Jew, and purified the tastes 
of the Gentile ? What bowed the haughty 
philosopher in the dust, and quickened 
the savage into wisdom? What taught 
the worshipper of Venus self-denial, and 
the votary of the Druids gentleness ? — 
Preaching, the preaching of the Cross. 

So long as the church continued to be 
a preaching she continued to be a pro- 
gressive church. She won her way through- 
out the earth, adding territory after terri- 
tory to the empire of the Prince of Peace. 
But no sooner did she " settle on her lees," 
begin to make much of priestly power and 
earthly grandeur, to multiply and exalt 
pageants and ceremonies whilst she made 
light of the preaching of the word, than 
the right arm of her strength was wi- 
thered ; she grew in secular greatness but 
sank in vital energy ; she became potent for 
time but impotent for eternity. And once 
the lamp of life was put under a bushel, how 
speedily did darkness and corruption over- 
spread the christian world ; — the church 
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was put in the place of her head; the 
fathers superseded the prophets and apos- 
tles, the ordinances of religion the work of 
the Spirit; the material cross was mag- 
nified to the disparagement of him who 
died upon it, and the sacraments were ex- 
aggerated into substitutes for the grace 
which they symbolised. Then ceased her 
conquests and her standards were ground- 
ed; no longer ^* fair as the morn and terri- 
ble as an army with banners," she was too 
much enervated by luxury and engrossed 
in self-«ggrandisement, to be aggressive 
for her Lord. The voice of the silver 
trumpets of salvation were seldom heard 
within her walls, and, when heard, thesound 
was so uncertain that none girded him- 
self to the battle. No marvel that Ro- 
manism has always been unfriendly to the 
freedom of the pulpit. She has felt that 
her system could not coalesce with the 
unfettered ministration of the truth, at- 
tended, as it will ever be, with the spirit 
of free inquiry ; she feels this still ; for in 
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Spain, in Portugal, and wherever else she 
is in the ascendant, preaching is well nigh 
banished from her services. 

And when and how, christian brethren, 
did the work of God revive in his church ? 
— ^With and by the preaching of the cross. 
In the preaching of Wickliffe the morn- 
ing star arose. It was mainly by preach^ 
ing that Luther, and Calvin, and Zuingle, 
and the noble host of reformers on the 
continent, raised the fallen church, and 
shook the papal despotism to its centre. 
In our own land, much as the press ac- 
complished — much as the translation of 
the Bible availed, it was the preaching of 
the Gospel had the pre-eminence. Preach- 
ers were sent forth to proclaim the word 
in every corner of the country ; as in early 
times, beneath the open sky, the voice of 
him that published good tidings was 
heard, and the echoes of " Paul's Cross" 
still linger in our ears. 

If, coming back from the past, we look 
around us at the present, where do we see 
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that Christianity exerts its fullest influ- 
ence? Where do we witness its trans- 
forming efficacy — making the drunkard 
sober, the unclean chaste, the proud lowly, 
the churl liberal, the wrathful gentle, the 
earthly-minded heavenly-mmded, the slave 
of Satan the freeman of Christ ? Is it not 
where the Gospel of Christ is preached 
in simplicity, in fulness, and in power? 
There the sacraments are most intelligently 
used — there the worship of the sanctuary 
is most in the spirit as well as in the form. 
We grant, yea, we would earnestly main- 
tain, that the public reading of the holy 
Scriptures and the use of our matchless 
liturgy, — instinct and breathing with the 
word of God, — are fitted to keep godliness 
alive even where the ministry gives an un- 
certain, not to say erroneous, sound. Still 
we hold that it is only needful to compare 
those times and places when and where 
the desk and pulpit have been in and out 
of harmony with each other, in order to be 
convinced how subservient to other means 
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— bow important under all circumstances 
is faithful preaching. 

Faithful it must be if it is to be of any 
worth or profit. It is not preaching sim- 
ply, but the preaching of the truth, " the 
truth as it is in Jesus," that we are upholding. 
How much that has borne the name of preach- 
ing has been fraught with error and fruitful 
in mischief ! And hence those who would 
depreciate this instrument speak of it as 
frail and fallible, claiming no great respect. 
But shall the unfaithfulness of man make 
the ordinance of God of none effect? It 
is not preaching in itself, but his own truth 
preached, to which he gives testimony. 
Nor will the admixture of slight and un- 
designed error hinder the efficacy of his 
appointed instrumentality. In this way 
it is made manifest that the excellency of 
the power is of God and not of man. The 
voice is human, but the word divine. ** If 
any man speak, let him speak as the 
oracles of tJod." The Scriptures are the 
granary filled with the incorruptible seed ; 
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preaching is the sowing of that seed in 
the furrow. The truth in the Bible is the 
sword of the Spirit sheathed in its scab- 
bard ; preaching is the drawing forth, the 
wielding, and the thrusting home of the 
heavenly weapon. And ordinarily, we 
say not invariably, as the seed must be 
sown in order to the harvest, as the sword 
must be wielded in order to the battle, — 
the word must be preached in order to sal- 
vation. 

Having now brought those opinions 
which depreciate preaching to the test of 
Scripture and experience, let us also weigh 
them in the balances of our church. In 
the ordination of a presbyter, she has ap- 
pointed that the bishop should place in his 
hands a copy of the holy Scriptures, ac- 
companying this expressive action with 
the address, — "Take thou authority to 
preach the word." In the collect for St. 
Peter's day, she teaches her children thus 
to pray : — •* O Almighty God, who by 
thy Son Jesus Christ didst give to thy 
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apostle, St. Peter, many excellent gifts, 
and commandest him earnestly to feed thy 
flock ; Make, we beseech thee, all bishops 
and pastors diligently to preach thy holy 
Word, and the people obediently to follow 
the same, that they may receive the crown 
of everlasting glory ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen." Thus, in the com- 
memoration of him whom so many regard 
as the prince of the apostles, our church 
singles out his commission to preach the 
word, as claiming supreme attention. To 
the same effect is the collect for St. Bar- 
tholomew's day. — *' O Almighty and ever- 
lasting God, who didst give to thine apostle 
Bartholomew grace truly to believe and 
to preach thy word : Grant, we beseech 
thee unto thy church, to love that word 
which he believed, and both to preach and 
receive the same, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen/' Our church has also 
carefully marked her estimation of preach- 
ing by providing her clergy with two 
books of Homilies, — books unrivalled 
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for their depth and breadth of doc- 
trinal truth, their uncompromising bold- 
ness, their homely nervousness of style, 
and the power of their practical appli- 
cation. These venerable discourses, though 
not so much needed as they originally 
were as helps in the pulpit, may well claim 
to be regarded as models for the minis- 
trations of the clergy. Happy for the 
church were they more deeply studied and 
more closely copied. 

If then, men and brethren, the preach- 
ing of the cross is so clearly proved 
to be ordained by God, honoured by 
the Holy Spirit, and magnified by the 
church ; beware how you slight or dis- 
parage it. There are those who say, 
" Have we not the Bible at home, and may 
we not peruse it for ourselves ? or can we 
not read discourses on Scripture superior 
to those which we are likely to hear?' 
True, but if it pleases God *' by the fool- 
ishness of preaching to save them that 
believe" can you look for his blessing if 
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you make light of his appointment ? It is 
not as the work of man but as the ordi- 
nance of God that it claims your reverence. 
There cannot be a grosser desecration of 
the means of grace than to hear in a 
carnal spirit. To frequent the sanctuary 
as you would the lecture-room or the 
theatre, sitting in the attitude of critics 
and admirers, indulging curiosity or 
seeking amusement, is an act of profaneness 
no less criminal than common. For the 
sick roan, on the verge of death, to be 
criticising the language or watching the 
manner of his physician whilst engaged 
in ascertaining the symptoms and pre- 
scribing the remedies for his disease ;-^r 
for the prisoner at the bar of his country, 
standing to be tried for his life, to occupy 
himself, during the charge to the jury, 
in applauding or finding fault with the 
style or the action of his judge; — neither 
of these cases would involve a folly com- 
parable to yours should you in hearing 
the word have your attention monopo- 
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lised by the messenger whilst you set 
at nought the message he delivers-— 
stamped though it be with the authority 
of God, and big though it be with the d.es- 
tinies of eternity. " Take • heed, there^ 
fore, how ye hear." Wait on God not oa 
man. Remember that the word preached 
cannot profit except it be mixed with 
faith in them that hear it. And remem- 
ber that faith is the gift of God, the fruit 
of his Spirit. 

Whilst you guard against depreciating 
guard also against exaggerating the im- 
portance of preaching. Do not allow it 
to overshadow the kindred ordinances of 
grace. If it do not quicken you to 
prayer— -do not endear to you the Sup- 
per of your Lord — do not make the Scrip- 
tures more your study and delight — ^your 
hearing is vain, — as from appetite with- 
out digestion neither nourishment nor 
growth can ensue. You must be doers 
of the word if you would be blessed in 
your deed. Instead of idolizing one ordi- 
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nance and disesteeming the rest, you must 
honour all, and honour them for the Lord s 
sake. 

If the preaching of Christ crucified be 
of such moment, how deeply does it con- 
cern our church that it should be heard in 
all her tabernacles. It behoves her to be 
a living witness as well as a pillar and 
ground of the truth. She must set forth 
the Gospel by the lips and the lives of her 
clergy as well as by her articles, creeds, 
and liturgy. Let Rome be jealous of 
faithful preaching ; well may she dread 
the exercise of reason, the spirit of in- 
quiry ; for with her ignorance is the 
mother of devotion, and blind credulity 
best suits those who are called upon to 
yield themselves into the hands of the 
priesthood, and to lie passive beneath the 
foot of the hierarch. But God forbid that 
our church should ever forget that as she 
owed her origin to the preaching of the 
cross, so she owes her renovation, mainly 
to the same instrumentality. It was 
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chiefly by means of, to borrow from our 
Reformers a quaint but significant ex- 
pression, " the liberty of prophesying" 
that the Reformation was achieved ; and it 
is chiefly by the same means that the Re- 
formation must be maintained and de- 
fended. 

Let us further lay it to heart, beloved 
brethren, how bounden the duty and how 
high the privilege of preaching the Gospel 
to every creature. Here however, those 
who disparage the ministration of the 
truth at home would discourage its pro- 
clamation abroad. Of modem missionary 
efforts they speak very slightingly, and 
seem almost to doubt whether we are 
authorized in making them, or, at least, 
whether we can look for any success whilst 
preaching the Gospel is the principal 
means employed. We need not be care- 
ful in this matter ; with our Saviour's last 
charge, accompanied by our Saviours last 
promise, ever sounding in our ears, we 
cannot doubt, we must not falter. . We 
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ourselves are this night living witnesses 
that the labour of the missionary is not in 
vain in the Lord. Had the church at 
Jerusalem acted as some would haveourown 
church act, we should most likely be at this 
moment gathered together, after the man- 
ner of our savage forefathers, beneath some 
oak tree's shade, to perform dark orgies of 
licentiousness and blood, instead of being 
thus assembled together to worship God 
in holiness, in spirit, and in truth. And 
is the Gospel become superannuated or 
decrepid through age? Is the cross of 
Christ. shorn of its energy ? Is the power 
of the Spirit restrained ? Let New Zea- 
land answer ! Let the South Sea islands 
tell ! Let Tinnevelly and Krishnagur give 
the reply ! No ! . we are not straiten^ in 
God, we are straitened in our own bowels 
— in our faith, our zeal, our self-denial, our 
bountifulness. " Now for a recompense in 
the same, I speak as unto my children, 
be ye also enlarged." Let us forget minor 
matters in the stupendous work we have 
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before us. Shall we be wasting our ener- 
gies on internal conflicts whilst the fields of 
the earth are white unto the harvest ; — ^and 
whilst few and far between are the reapers 
that enter into the harvest ? India with 
her awakening myriads rebukes us. Africa 
with her touching claims puts us to shame. 
China with her untold millions chides our 
unfaithfulness. Then let us spend and be 
spent in accomplishing Christ's commis- 
sion. Brethren, the time is short, the 
occasion urgent, the door open, the pros- 
pect rich in promise ; now is the accepted 
time, now tho golden opportunity. Let 
us then gird ourselves afresh to the work 
of our Lord ; nor let us aim at anything 
less than that the world should become 
the temple and every heart the altar of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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SERMON VIL 



ON RESERVE IN THE COMMUNICATION 
OF CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 

AcTsxx. 26, 27. — •* Wherefore I take you to re- 
cord this 'day, that I am pure from the blood of 
all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto 
you all the counsel of Grod." 

It is scarcely possible to conceive a 
more affecting scene or a more touching 
address than the scene and the address 
with which these words stand connected. 
Paul the apostle, once Saul the persecutor, 
called to be an ambassador of that gospel 
which he had striven to destroy, having 
obtained help of God, became the &ther 
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in the faith of a multitude who through 
him believed to the saving of their soub. 
Amongst these was a goodly company in 
the city of Ephesus, who seem to have 
been specially endeared to him, as his 
Epistle to the Ephesians strikingly shows. 
And now he had grown grey in the ser- 
vice of the Captain of his salvation ; the 
time of his departure was at hand : he had 
ibught a good fight ; he had finished his 
course ; he had kept the faith ; and, in the 
near prospect of the martyr's death which 
was to crown his career, his bowels yearned 
over those whom he had begotten in 
Christ ; he therefore sent for the eldei^s of 
the church at Ephesus to meet him at 
Miletus ; and there, surrounded by those 
whom he had put in charge with the flock 
of Christ, he poured forth his soul in an 
address unrivalled for its pathos and beauty. 
He recalled to their minds his own teach- 
ing,— his fiiithfulness, his toils, his tears. 
He conjured them to watch over the flock 
entrusted to them, and to guard it against 
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impending perils ; enforcing all by the 
assurance that they should see his face 
no more on earth. Under this conviction 
he made his appeal to their consciences 
in the sight of God, that he was clear from 
the blood of all, because he had not shun- 
ned to declare unto them all the counsel 
of God. Such was hid solace and joy in 
looking back an his ministry ! Such must 
be the solace and joy of every steward of 
the mysteries of God who shall meet his 
Master in peace. It will not be the clear- 
ness of hid apostolical commission ; it will 
not be the purity and excellence of the 
church in whose sanctuaries he ministered; 
it will not be the gifts and endowments 
with which God enriched him ; it will not 
be the acceptance which he may have en- 
joyed amongst the people of God ; it will 
not be the gathering crowds which may 
have hung upon his lips ; it will not even 
be the plentiful fruit with which God may 
have crowned his labours ; — it will not be 
any nor all of these things which, simply 
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and supremely, will constitute the rejoic- 
ing of the messenger of God in the great 
day of account ; but rather the fidelity and 
diligence with which he delivered the 
message committed to him, so as to be 
able to stand before his Judge clear from the 
blood of all men. 

It were natural to imagine that there 
could be no need to vindicate the minister 
of Christ in such unreserved proclamation 
of the Gospel. It might be supposed that 
to undertake to do so would be a gra- 
tuitous task. Would that it were so ! 
But, sad to say, within our own uncom- 
promising church there have arisen those 
who would restrict the overtures of recon- 
ciliation and shroud the riches of grace. 
We are not therefore about to enlarge on 
an unreal theme in discussing this evening 
the doctrine of reserve in the communi- 
cation of the knowledge of Christ. Our 
endeavour will be, in the first place, to 
exemplify the unscriptural views advanced 
by certain writers on this point ; and, in 
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the next, to show how unsound and in- 
sufficient the reasons which they assign 
in support of those views. Let us look up 
to Him "who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, that He would shine 
in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of his glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ." 

Before entering upon evidence to show 
that the Tractarian school inculcate a modi- 
fied and reserved communication of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, and especially in 
relation to his atonement, a few prelimi- 
nary remarks are due to them, to our- 
selves, and to our subject. Let it be fully 
understood then, that in so far as they 
insist upon a godly reverence in handling 
the things of God we entirely go along 
with them. Nothing is more unbecoming^ 
irrational, or repulsive, than to trifle with 
what is sacred ; and not only does he incur 
this guilt who dares to point a jest or barb 
a sneer by allusion to or quotation from 
the word of God, but he cannot pass un- 
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blamed who in discoursing on holy themes 
falls into levity of spirit or flippancy of 
language; or who condescends to illus- 
tration fitted to excite a smile where all 
should be solemnity. Whether we write or 
speak of the mysteries of our faith the words 
of God to the prophet of old ought to be 
present to our minds, — " Put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground," Reverence 
ought to characterize every religious ex- 
ercise ; we can neither hear, nor pray, nor 
preach, nor search the Scriptures, nor sing 
the praises of the Lord, aright, but in a 
solemn, chastened spirit. He who deals 
lightly with the things of God is on the 
path to scepticism, and, like him who put 
forth his unbidden hand to touch the ark, 
he is in danger of being smitten by a 
jealous God. 

Thus far, therefore, we are at one with 
the writers in question. We further ac- 
cord with them in blaming an undue 
famiUainzation of divine truths. Too 
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simply those truths cannot be set forth, 
but they must not be secularized. We 
dare not strip them of their unearthly 
dress, as some authors and teachers do. 
To many of the strictures on this point 
contained in " The Tracts for the Times" 
we give the mede of praise. Their authors 
are right in demanding that the truth of 
God should not be denuded of the heavenly 
garments withv^rhich her Father hath robed 
her, and clad instead with the coarse texture 
wrought in the looms of earth. On this 
ground we disrelish the works of more 
than one American divine as well as several 
popular works among ourselves drawn up 
for youthful readers. They bring down 
the high things of revelation from their 
native grandeur, and make them powerless 
in strivmg to make ihem plain ; — as though 
you were to dress an angel in the habili* 
ments of man. The langitage of Scrip- 
ture is so suited to the ideas of Scripture, 
that you cannot materially change the 
former without running the risk of marring 
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the latter. For this reason we love the 
preaching which is rich in the phra- 
seology as well as in the sentiments of 
Holy Writ. Other phraseology cannot 
fitly express many of the mysteries of 
our faith ; — mysteries which are to be be- 
lieved not to be explained ; — mysteries to 
attempt the explanation of which is as 
though the Israelite of old should have at- 
tempted to draw aside the veil which cur- 
tained off the holiest of all For such 
attempts we entertain as strong a distaste 
as the Tractarian divines can feel. But 
where we are at issue with them, 
and where we conceive they begin to 
slide out of the enforcement of befitting 
reverence into the inculcation of an insi- 
dious compromise of the counsel of God, 
is where they argue in favour of keeping 
the distinguishing truths of the Gospel in 
the shade, and of not allowing the atone- 
ment of Christ to hold a very prominent 
place either in our preaching or in your 
faith. They would have this cardinal doc- 
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trine intimated and assumed, rather then 
manifested and commended to every 
man's conscience. In their system as in 
that of Rome it is clear that the reserva- 
tion of the free grace of God through his 
Son is essential to the maintenance of 
that moral thraldom on the part of the 
people, and that sacerdotal power on the 
part of the clergy, which are too plainly 
the drift of the whole scheme. Justi- 
fication through faith in the sole merit of 
Christ lays and is seen to lay the axe at 
the root of human desert, of priestly sal- 
vation, of gradual and difEcult recon- 
ciliation with God. — ^And take these away 
— and the pillars of hierarchical domina- 
tion are gone. 

But it is time that we should let the 
writers whose views we are examining 
speak for themselves. In one of ^' the 
Tracts" which bears the title, " On Reserve 
in communicating Christian Knowledge," 
it is observed, " The prevailing notion of 
bringing forward the Atonement explicitly 
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and prominently on all occasions 

is evidently quite opposed to what we 
consider the teaching of Scripture."* It 
is added, — " In all things it would appear 
that this doctrine, so far from being what 
is supposed, is, in fact, the very * secret of 
the Lord' which Solomon says is with the 
righteous, and ^ the covenant' not to be 
lightly spoken of by man, but which * He 
will show to them that fear him.' "f It is 
also deemed necessary to try and ascertain 
" the cause of the extraordinary pre- 
valence of this modern opinion of the 
necessity of preaching the Atonement thus 
explicitly." J And again, it is stated : " Not 
only is the exclusive and naked exposure 
of so very sacred a truth, unscriptural and 
dangerous, but as Bishop Wilson says, 
the comforts of religion ought to be ap- 
plied with great caution. And moreover 
to require, as is sometime done from both 
grown persons and children, an explicit 

* Tract 80, p. 75. f Ibid. p. 7^. 
X Ibid. p. 76. 
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declaration of a belief in the Atonement, 
and the full assurance of its power, appears 
equally untenable/'* 

A second Tract on the same subject con- 
tains this significant position : — ^^ It (that 
is, the distinction between this mode of 
teaching and the Scripture method) may 
be observed in this, that this scheme puts 
knowledge first, and obedience afterwards : 
let this doctrine, they say, be received, 
and good works will necessarily follow. 
Holy Scripture throughout adopts the 
opposite course.^t And once more it is 
said : ^' To suppose, therefore, that a doc- 
trine so mysterious and unspeakable as 
that of the atonement, is to be held out 
to the impenitent sinner to be embraced 
in some manner to move the affections, is 
so unlike the Lord's conduct, that it makes 
one fear for the ultimate consequence of 
such a system.":}: 

* Tract, No. 10, p. 78. f Ibid. No. 87, p. 56. 
t Ibid. p. 65. 
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We might multiply passages of the same 
tendency ; but we have adduced enough 
to show that it is not simply the exclusive 
(as the writer would have it thought) but 
also the explicit proclamation of the Atone- 
ment against which he argues. There is 
indeed, a vein of sophistry running through- 
out the reasoning in the Tracts from which 
we have quoted. Views are imputed to 
those who hold that the Atonement ought 
to be pre-eminently brought forward in 
the ministry of the Gospel which are alto- 
gether foreign to their minds. We know 
of no class of the clergy who contend that 
man is to preach nothing but the Atonement. 
Such preaching would fail of declaring " all 
the counsel of God." What is contended for 
by the persons so unfairly represented is 
that the cardinal truth of the Gospel is the 
atonement accomplished for sinners by 
Immanuel, *' God with us ;" — that this is the 
centre of the whole scheme, from which 
every other truth should be shown to radi- 
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ate, into which converge ; and that no man 
can be said to preach the Gospel who does 
not so set forth this doctrine that it is felt 
to pervade his entire ministration. It is 
not just, therefore, to say that those minis- 
ters who exalt the propitiation in which 
we must confide, disparage or overlook the 
examplewhich we are bound to follow. Far 
from it : they study, according to the ex- 
quisite language of our church, to teach 
their hearers — " most thankfully to receive 
Christ's inestimable benefit, and also daily 
to endeavour themselves to follow the steps 
of his most holy life." Still, they hold, 
most earnestly hold, that no man can or 
will follow the footsteps of our Lord who 
has not received the inestimable gift of his 
atonement ; that to be reconciled to God 
through the satisfaction made by his Son, 
is preliminary to all thorough, hearty obedi- 
ence, so that whatever is done without 
Christ is not done acceptably to God,- — 
whatever springs not from a heart at peace 
with Gpd through Christ springs not 
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from the one motive which renders any 
doing of man virtuous in the sight of God ; 
insomuch that without Christ, as he him- 
self declares, we can do nothing. Con- 
sequently they maintain, that to reserve 
the knowledge of Christ, to keep out of 
view till some advanced stage in the peni- 
tent's history, the love of God in Christ, 
is effectually to hinder his conversion, and 
to blunt the efficacy of the Gospel ; is alike 
hurtful to the interests of holiness and 
dishonouring to the grace of God, This is 
what we contend for, and not for the re- 
iteration of a few fundamental doctrines, to 
the setting aside of all others. At the same 
time, as a distinguished prelate of our 
church* has ably argued, of the two mis- 
takes, — that which leads a minister to 

* It is hardly necessary to say> that reference is 
made to the Bishop of Ossory, whose masterly Chai^ 
has left little to be added on the subject of reserve, 
and into whose train of thought and reasoning this 
sermon has, to a considerable extent^ unavoidably 
fallen. 
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dwell too exclusively on the example of 
Christ, and that which leads him to dwell 
too exclusively on the atonement of Christ, 
— the latter is much the most peri- 
lous ; since without the reception of the 
atonement no man can be restored to 
God, nona can be made holy; whereas, 
let faith in the sacrifice of Christ — that 
principle of all godliness — be planted in 
the heart, and tha fruits of righteousness 
must inevitably follow. Both extremes, 
however, ought to be shunned ; for whilst 
we are bound to teach that Christ crucified, 
and he alone, is, through faith, our propi- 
tiation before God, we are equally bound to 
admonish those who believe in Christ, that 
they should be careful to maintain good 
works ; — that the evidence that we havet 
received Christ unto justification is that we 
have received Christuntosanctification; and 
that though we are justified wholly without 
our works, yet we shall be judged strictly 
according to our works. Such, beloved 
brethren, is a faithful representation of the 
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doctrine held and taught by the great body 
of those who are most opposed to Trac- 
tarian innovations. 

That the Atonement is to be brought 
forward in the ministry of the word both to 
sinners and to saints, — ^broadly, explicitly, 
and generally brought forward, — to the for- 
mer for their conviction and conversion, to 
the latter for their establishment in faith and 
edification in holiness, — the whole Gospel 
proves. In very deed, what is the Gospel ? 
— Is it not the announcement of the Atone- 
ment ? Wherein does it differ from the 
law ? — ^Wherein from every system of natu- 
ral religion ? — Is it not essentially in this, 
that it reveals the divine method of ream- 
oiling a believing penitent to God through 
the righteousness of his Son ? Take this 
feature from the Gospel, and it is the Gos- 
pel no more. The sound of the silver 
trumpet is turned into harshness ; the glad 
tidings of great joy have lost their joyful- 
ness. Can then a man preach the Gospel 
who does not proclaim the Atonement? 
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Can he "declare all the counsel of God," 
whilst he keeps back or throws a shade 
around the master figure in the picture 
which he is appointed to display ? If the 
Lamb of God is not set forth to the trans* 
gressovy what is to melt his icy heart ? If 
the Lamb of God is not set forth to the 
trembling and contrite^ what is to inspire 
them with hope ? What truth beside can 
minister relief to the burdened, comfort to 
the mourning, succour to the tempted, the 
opening of the prison doors to them that 
are bound ? 

But let us notice and sift some of the 
arguments advanced in support of the doc- 
trine of reserve. The one on which most 
stress is laid is the assumed conduct of 
our Lord himself, whose course and teach- 
ing it is asserted were characterized by a 
studied reserve, and especially in relation 
to his own Godhead and Atonement. Now 
we deny that it can be shown that there 
was any such studied reserve as is repre- 
sented, though we admit that the dis* 
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closures made by Christ were not so fiiU 
as might have been anticipated, nor as 
were afterwards vouchsafed unto the 
church. But for this course of procedure 
reasons are assigned in the Gospels; reasons 
which cannot now be pleaded as autho- 
rizing his ministers to pursue a similar 
mode. It was in harmony with the whole 
economy of revelation that Christ should 
only partially develope himself and his 
work to the world ; for it seemed good to 
Him, "by whom are all things and for 
whom are all things," to ordain that the 
tvnlight of the day of grace, as vouchsafed 
to patriarchs and prophets, should be long 
and slowly progressive : consequently it 
was accordant with this ordinance of divine 
wisdom that the sunrise should be gradual, 
—shining more and more unto the perfect 
day. But now that " the darkness is past and 
the true light shineth," are we to overcast 
that light, and throw back the church into 
the shadows of twilight again ? There are, 
however, direct reasons furnished in Scrip- 
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ture for the caution which, in some in- 
stances, the Lord Jesus maintained in work- 
ing his miracles and manifesting his divinity. 
He foresaw that had he acted otherwise it 
would have followed that either, on the one 
hand, the people would have " taken him by 
force to make him a king," or, on the other, 
that his enemies would have forestalled 
his purpose by precipitating his death. 
More than once is the withdrawal of Christ 
from public view, and the degree of mys- 
tery which he threw around himself, ac- 
counted for on these grounds. But it is 
a mere assumption to say that Christ 
did not disclose his atonement It was 
continually indicated, if not set forth, in 
his teaching. What else can be said of 
his perpetual offers of mercy and declara- 
tions of forgiveness to the penitent and 
believing through his own name? Do 
not all these involve, yea, denote his sacri- 
fice ? What, indeed, could be more clear 
to the Jews than his declaration that, 
*' like as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
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wilderness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life." To the same eflfect he added, 
" God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." So again he asseverated, 
** I am the resurrection and the life, he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die." And 
what shall be said of his blessed invitation 
— " Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest T 
— What of his declarations — that he "laid 
down his life for the world?" — that he 
" gave his life a ransom for many ?" — that 
he " laid down his life for his friends ?" — 
that "the good shepherd laid down his 
life for the sheep ?" Did he not also, again 
and again, pronounce forgiveness — full, un- 
reserved, immediate forgiveness— to such 
as came to him in faith ? Did not those who 
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heard him speak in this manner, on more 
than one occasion reason within them- 
selves and reason justly, — "who is this 
that forgiveth sins also ?" — " who can for- 
give sins but God only ?" And did not Christ 
at once demonstrate both his godhead 
and his atonement, when, in proof that the 
Son of man had power on earth to forgive 
sins, he said to the sick of the palsy, 
" Arise, take up thy bed and go unto thine 
house ; and immediately he that was sick, 
arose, took up his bed and walked ?" 
Even in the case of her who had been 
notoriously a sinner, and whom the Pha- 
risee would have spurned from his feet, 
Christ did not keep back, delay, or modify 
the communication of his grace; but said 
unto her, in the face of her enemies, '* Thy 
sins are forgiven." In the sixth chapter 
of the gospel by St. John, his whole dis- 
course, though addressed to a mixed mul- 
titude, is fraught with the doctrine of his 
atonement. " Verily, verily, I say unto 
you,'* (said he,) " except ye eat the flesh of 
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the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you. Whoso eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life ; and I will raise him up at the last 
day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth 
my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me, and I in him. As the living Father 
hath sent me, and I live by the Father ; 
so he that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me." It is clear that in these words the 
Lord Jesus did not refer, directly at least, 
to his holy supper, for that was not yet 
instituted ; and to represent it as essential 
to eternal life, would imply that the patri- 
archs were shut out from heaven. His 
reference is to the believing reception of 
his atonement, which was accomplished 
by the shedding of his blood and the offer- 
ing up of his body ; of which, therefore, 
whosoever will be saved must be made a 
partaker. These are a few, and only a 
few, of the evidences which abound in the 
gospels to show that Christ did not with- 
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hold from those ^hom he taught the know- 
ledge of his sacrifice for sin and of the 
pardon which rests on the foundation of 
that sacrifice. 

Nor is it correct to say that the Lord 
kept back the knowledge of his Godhead, 
or of the mystery of the Trinity. With 
such explicitness did he declare himself to 
hb the Son of God, even to the blas- 
pheming Jews, that they, who were the 
best judges of what he meant, on this very 
ground attempted his life, because that 
he, ^^ being a ihan, made himself equal 
with God." Yea, this was the charge oh 
which he was delivered up and crucified ; 
for the Jews bare witness, — " We have a 
law, and by our law he ought to die, be- 
cause he made himself the Son of God," 
Could there be more conclusive proof that 
Jesus asserted his divinity, not only in 
secret to the faithful, but also in public to 
the unbelieving ? On the subject of the 
Trinity in Unity, we need not do more 
than refer to the institution of baptism^ 
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wherein the acknowledgment of this doc- 
trine is identified with admission into the 
church. 

It is not denied, however, that our Lord 
did on some occasions throw a mantle 
round his miracles and convey bis in- 
structions '^ in dark sayings/' But it is 
an assumption to state that he acted thus 
in order that he might not enhance the 
guilt of those who rejected him. For 
was it not of such he declared, " If I had 
not done among them the works that none 
other man did, they had not had sin ; but 
now have they both seen and hated both 
me and my Father?" And were not most 
of his miracles wrought in the presence of 
multitudes ? — ^As in the restoration to sight 
of blind Bartimeus, — in the raising of the 
widow's son at the gate of Nain, — the heal- 
ing of the man sick with the palsy, — ^and 
the feeding of the five thousand with the 
five barley loves ? Did he refrain from 
displaying his power in the streets of 
Chorazin, Bethsaida^ and Capernaum ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHRISnAN KNOWLEDGE. 326 

although he foresaw the result would be 
that he should have to witness against 

them — "Woe unto you for if 

the mighty works that have been done in 
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, 
it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of judgment than for 
you T So of his teaching. — Did he not 
testify against the world, " If I had not 
come and spoken to them, they had not 
had sin : but now they have no cloke for 
their sin ?" And again, " This is the con- 
demnation that light is come into the 
world, but men loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil.*' 

With regard to the parables of our Lord, 
it is no paradox to say of them, that they 
were at once the simplest and the most ob- 
scure method of instruction ;— the simplest 
and most impressive to those taught of 
God — the most inexplicable to those 
who refused to be instructed. Tbey re- 
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sembled the pillar which followed the 
armies of Israel in their passage through 
the Red Sea ; on the one side darkness to 
the enemies, on the other side brightness 
to the servants, of God. It is unwarranted, 
therefore, to represent the parabolical 
teaching of Christ as a veil cast in mercy 
around the truth that it might not en- 
hance the guilt of the unbelieving ; it was 
rather a shroud thrown around the gos- 
pel in judgment because of the hardness 
of their hearts. This is the reason which 
the Redeemer himself assigned for his 
frequent use of that mode of instruc- 
tion. — " Therefore speak I to them in 
parables : because they seeing see not ; 
and hearing they hear not, neither do 
they understand. And in them is ful- 
filled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, 
By hearing ye shall hear and shall not un- 
derstand; and seeing ye shall see, and 
shall not perceive; for this people's 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are 
iduU o{ hearing, and their eyes they have 
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closed ; lest at any time they should se6 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and should understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, and I should heal 
them/' Nor was this method of procedure 
either new or uncommon, it was in accord- 
ance with the general principle laid down 
by Christ, — " Every one that hath, to him 
shall be given, and he shall have more abun- 
dantly ; but from him that hath not shall be 
taken away even that which he hath/' 

Butwhatever reasons influenced the Re- 
deemerin adopting the partial reserve which 
sometimes marked his teaching, it is clear 
that those reasons no longer exist, and that 
in this respect his example is not binding 
on his ministers. For if, after his transfigu- 
ration, ** he charged his apostles that they 
should tell no man what things they had 
seen ;" he also added, — "till the Son of man 
is risen from the dead/' Whence it follows 
that what was to be kept secret for a season, 
was after that to be published abroad. 
So, likewise, he gav« his disciples this 
6 
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general command, — " What I tell you in 
darkness speak ye in light ; and what ye 
hear in the ear in closets, that proclaim ye 
upon the housetops." Not, however, to 
multiply passages, what can be more ex- 
plicit than the closing commands of our 
Lord ? He ordained that *^ repentance 
and remission of sins should be preached 
in his name among all nations." And in 
the very moment of ascension, he said to 
his ambassadors in all ages, " Go ye into 
aU the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature'' Could language be more 
comprehensive or express ? What corner 
of the earth is excluded ? What indivi- 
dual of the human race excepted ? Is it 
for us then, in the face of such language, to 
proscribe any places or persons, and to 
say to them, — "These ought not to have 
the Gospel proclaimed to them ?" Are we 
wiser than God ? — or are we more merciful 
than Christ? Glorious amplitude — ^ines- 
timable privilege of our commission ! 
" Preach the Gospel to every creature !" 
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Not the religion of nature — not the cove- 
nant of the law — not the systems of human 
theology ; — but the Gospel^ *' the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God." And what is 
the Gospel? — "The glad tidings of great 
joy" which, as at this sweet season,* in- 
spired the anthems of the skies, whilst 
angels sang, " Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men," 
And these were the tidings they an- 
nounced : ** Unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour which is Christ 
the Lord." The Gospel is therefore t?ie 
proclamation of a saviour, — the promised 
Saviour, — the anointed Saviour, — the cK- 
vine Saviour. No man preaches the Gospel 
then who does not preach to all "re^ 
pentance and remission of sins*' in the name 
of him " whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation for our sins through faith in 
his blood.'' 

How the apostles understood their Mas^ 
ter may be easily determined by an appeal 
* Preached at Christmas. 



Digitized by 



Google 



330 COMMUNICATION OF 

to their preaching and their writings. Let 
their preaching, as recorded in the Acts 
of the Apostles, be examined. What is 
tlie character of the first address delivered 
by St. Peter to a multitude, a large pro- 
portion of whom had, in all likelihood, 
joined in the infuriated cry, " Crucify him, 
crucify him ;" and whose hands were reek- 
ing with the blood of the Holy One and 
the just? Can there be imagined an as- 
semblage of men more unfit for the re- 
ception of the knowledge of Christ — less 
likely to embrace the doctrine of the cross, 
than that assemblage ? Surely from them, 
if from any, ought the doctrine of salva- 
tion to have been reserved. But did St. 
Peter keep back the Gospel ? Did he 
take some circuitous path by which to 
bring them to conviction ? So far from 
it, that he testified to them of Christ — 
** Him being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain : whom God hath raised 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 331 

up, having loosed the pains of death : 
because it was not possible that he should 
be holden of it. * * * * This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are wit- 
nesses, therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of 
thfe Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 
he hath shed forth this which ye now see 
and hear * * * * therefore let all the 
house of Israel know assuredly that God 
hath made that same Jesus whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ." Such 
was the tenor of Peter's discourse. And 
what was the effect? ** They were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Peter and the 
rest of the apostles. Men and brethreUj 
what shall we do ?" What a change ! 
From the language of blasphemy to the 
language of penitence. And how was 
their inquiry answered ? Peter said, 
^* Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promi&e 
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is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call." Had we time 
to advert to every apostolical discourse 
which is recorded, we should find illus- 
trations equally to our point. Whether 
the apostles preached to Jew or Gentile, 
in the house or in the S3ruagogue ; to bring 
to repentance or to comfort the penitent; 
Christ and him crucified was still their 
theme. With them there was no back- 
wardness, no circumlocution in pointing 
the penitent to the Lamb of God. Take 
one instance, and let it suffice for many. 
A ruthless jailor, who had probably been 
steeped in crime and cruelty, who had shown 
his harshness by thrusting the preachers 
of the Gospel, lacerated as they were with 
the scourge, into the innermost prison, 
and making their feet fast in the stocks 
— this man, roused by the judgments of 
God to sudden conviction, " came trem- 
bling and fell down before Paul and Silas 
and brought them out and said, " Sirs, what 
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must I do to be saved ?" Now to this man 
what would have been the answer of those 
who admonish us to reserve the knowledge 
of Christ ? Is it uncharitable to infer that 
it would have been to this effect, — " You 
must fast and abase yourself, and give 
alms, and pray, and do good works, and 
make reparation for the wrongs you have 
inflicted, and thus make yourself ready for 
grace and pardon, — and in process of time 
you shall be led further into the know- 
ledge of salvation." But was it in this 
way the apostles met the question of the 
shuddering suppliant ? No ! They knew 
of no such tortuous and tangled access to 
the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness 
— ^to Him who, by the one offering of him- 
self, once offered, for ever perfected them 
that are sanctified, making a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and {satis- 
faction for the sins of the whole world. 
At once, without hesitation, and without 
disguise, they said, " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and 
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thy house." The result was immediate. 
That very night the jailor and his house- 
hold being baptized, "rejoiced, believing 
in God." "Beauty was given him for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
garments of praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness." Oh, brethren, how unlike our way 
of dealing with a sinner is God's way of 
dealing with him ! Well might the Lord say 
by the prophet Isaiah, — after the full procla- 
mation of grace, " Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him ; 
and to our God for he will abundantly 
pardon ;" — well might he add, " For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord, 
For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts thanyourthoughts." 
And well may we exclaim with the sweet 
singer of Israel, — " And is this the manner 
of man, O Lord God !" 
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If from the preaching of the apostles we 
turn to their epistles, — where we have the 
substance of their preaching fully recorded 
—are not these replete with the doctrine 
of the cross ? Attend to the delineation 
which St. Paul gives of the subject, the 
character, and the purpose of the minis- 
try of himself and his fellows, — "All 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given 
to us the ministry of reconciliation; to 
wit, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them ; and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation. 
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us : we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God. For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God 
in him." And is this the Gospel? Is 
this the blessed negociation which the 
plenipotentiaries of heaven are commis- 
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sioned to carry on in a perishing world ? 
How then can he discbarge his trust who 
does not hold forth the overtures of recon- 
ciliation to every one jthat hath an ear to 
hear ? Once more, let the apostle tell us 
what was the tenor of his ministry ? ** I 
determined," saith he, ** not to know any- 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified." And again, " We preach 
Christ crucified to the Jews a stumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks foolishness ; but 
to them which are called both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men ; and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men." From 
the last passage it is clear that St. Paul 
foresaw that the preaching of Christ would 
prove to many who heard it a stumbling- 
block and rock of offence. Yet did he not, 
therefore, withhold the Gospel. On the con- 
trary, he elsewhere expresses himself in 
these awful words, — '* Now thanks be unto 
God, which always causethusto triumph in 
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Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of 
his knowledge by us in every place, for 
we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ 
in them that are saved, and in them that 
perish. To the one we are a savour of 
life unto life, and to the other a savour of 
death unto death, and who is sufficient 
for these things ?" This witness is clear. 
How can it be gainsayed that the apostle 
exulted in having been enabled to ^^ make 
manifest the savour of Christ" even where 
it proved " a savour of death unto death !" 
Solemn, yet instructive, lesson ! It is ours 
to deliver the message with which we are 
charged — ^the consequences are wholly 
with God. 

In order, however, to ward oflP, or at 
least enfeeble the force of such passages as 
those which we have adduced, and which 
might be multiplied a hundredfold, the 
Tracts to which we are referring have 
recourse to a strange expedient. They 
represent St. Paul, in all the expressions 
which he is ever using touching ** Christ 
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crucified," "the cross of Christ," "the 
death of Christ," — as having only a remote 
reference to the Atonement ; his immedi- 
ate reference being to our conformity to 
the Saviour. Their reasoning is as fol- 
lows : " It will be evident on a little at- 
tention, that when St. Paul thus speaks, 
it is not the atonement and divinity of 
the blessed Lord which he brings forward, 
although it is implied in that saying ... 

" Now these words of course 

imply " the Atonement," as a life-giving 
principle contained in them ; but it is a 
great mistake to suppose that they contain 
nothing more, or that by preaching the 
atonement, we are preaching what St. 
Paul meant by Christ crucified. It may be 
seen by an attention to the context in all 
the passages where these expressions occur, 
that it is a very diflferent view, and in fact 
the opposite to the modern notion, which 
St. Paul always intends by it. It is the 
necessity of our being crucified to the 
world ; it is our humiliation together with 
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him,— mortification of the flesh — being 
made conformable to his sufferings and to 
his death . • • . • If the doctrine of the 
atonement is conveyed in the expression 
of Christ crucified, as used by St. Paul, it 
is by teaching at the same time the neces* 
sity of our mortification, which is repug- 
nant to opinions now received 

The cross of Christ which St. Paul 
preached, was that by which the world was 
crucified to him, and he was crucified to 
the world, " bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus." And precisely 
the same was the teaching of our blessed 
Lord also. His own humiliation and the 
necessity of our humiliation together with 
Him, was the doctrine signified by the 
cross which He put forth, and inculcated 
on the multitude in distinction from that 
of his own divinity, and our salvation 
through the same, which He rather kept 
isecret.* 

In all this there is much of mystification 
* Tract 80, pp. 74, 75. 
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and unfairness. No doubt St. Paul in- 
culcated conformity to Christ, — fellowship 
with him in his death, . his resurrection, 
and his ascension— that with him we should 
die to sin, with him rise again unto righte- 
ousness, and with him ascend in hope and 
heart to heaven. This however, is not the 
point in debate. The question is, whether 
the apostle enforced conformity to Christ 
as antecedent to acceptance in Christ, — as 
preparatory to the knowledge of his atone- 
ment ; or, rather, as consequent upon justi- 
fication — as springing out of faith in Christ's 
blood. We may safely leave the deter- 
mination of this point to any simple, devout 
student of the Gospel. Nothing is more 
evident throughout the epistles than that 
the latter, not the former, is the method 
pursued by the Holy Spirit. Could it 
indeed be otherwise? Does not reason 
itself tell us that if the obedience which 
God will accept must be the obedience of 
the heart, and if the obedience of the heart 
must be the obedience of love, — then, in 
order that God may be loved by our ali- 
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enated, guilty, and mistrustful hearts, his 
love in Christ towards us must first be ap- 
prehended by them ? It is this which slays 
the enmity of the carnal mind, displaces 
the spirit of bondage by the spirit of adop- 
tion, and wins the affections back to God. 
Such is the scriptural mode of restoring 
man to the favour and image of his Maker. 
** We love him," says St. John, " because 
he first loved us'^ And again he declares, 
— ** We have known and believed the love 
of God towards us;" Mid when he would in- 
culcate brotherly love it is thus he reasons 
— **In this was manifest the love of 
God towards us, because that God sent 
his only Soni into the world, that we might 
live through him. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we ought also to love one another." 
And, once more, he adds, — '* Hereby per- 
ceive we the love of God, because he laid 
down his life for us." Here is no dis- 
guise. Nor is the language of St. Paul 
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less explicit. When he lays bare the 
main-spring of all the zeal, devotedness, 
and endurance of himself and his fellow 
labourers, he thus writes, — " The love of 
Christ constraineth us; because we thus 
judge, that if Christ died for all, then were 
all dead ; and that he died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves but unto him which died 
for them, and rose again." 

But where should we pause were we to 
bring forward a seventh part of the texts 
which serve to show that the Scriptures 
represent the atonement made for us by 
Christ, as the grand demonstration of the 
divine love; and that love^ a3 the great 
foundation of our faith in God ; and that 
faithy "working by love," as the great 
spring ofall obedience — ^the source and the 
soul of holiness ? Without, then, further 
multiplying quotations, let us proceed to 
test, very briefly, the wisdom of preaching 
the Atonement, by ascertaining the efficacy 
of such preaching, in the past and in the 
present history of the church. To its 
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power in apostolic times we have already 
adverted. It was not so much by preach- 
ing the religion of nature, or, the law of 
God, that the apostles brought such multi- 
tudes to salvation ; but, inculcating rather, 
by holding forth the death of Christ upon the 
cross, thus verifying the prediction of their 
Master,— "And I if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men unto me." Nor is the fact less 
significant that no sooner was the apos- 
tolic method of preaching abandoned by 
the church, no sooner was that reserve iii 
the commuication of christian knowledge, 
which we are now called upon to rfesume, 
practised by the ministers of Christ— no 
sooner was the utiscriptural distinction be- 
tween " esoteric and exoteric" doctrine 
introduced, than the progress of the Gos- 
pel was arrested, and the vitality of Christ 
tianity evaporated. Cumbrous ceremo- 
nial and gorgeous superstition took the 
place of spiritual worship and enlightened 
godliness. How dark the night of igno- 
rance, immorality, and despotism which 
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ensued, you need not be reminded • And 
as it was with the decline of the preach- 
ing of the cross that living godliness de- 
clined, so it was with the revival of the 
one that the other revived. What was 
the grand lever which Wickliffe, and 
Ridley, and Latimer, and Luther, and 
Calvin, employed in raising the church of 
Christ from its degradation, and in over- 
turning the power of the Papacy ? — It was 
the proclamation of pardon through the 
blood of Christ, — justification through 
faith, and faith only. And wilfully blind 
must that man be who dares to deny that 
the result of their preaching was, a return 
to genuine holiness as well as to evan- 
gelical truth. At the present day, as in 
past times, it is the same kind of preaching 
which is owned of Godj whether in the 
church at home or in pagan lands abroad. 
To the former we have referred somewhat 
largely in a previous discourse, we shall 
now therefore dwell only on the latter. 
The labours of the Moravian missionaries 
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ia Greenland furnish one of the most in- 
teresting instances of what may be styled 
an experimental trial of the mode of teach- 
ing which God will bless. In the outset, 
and for a lengthened period, they 
adopted the plan which is so much advO'^ 
cated now. They dwelt upon the being 
and attributes of God. They strove to 
move the heathen by moral reasoning, and 
by the terrors of the law. But no satis* 
factory results ensued. When at length, 
however, they were led by providential 
circumstances to set forth the love of 
Christ in dying for sinners and the great 
salvation freely offered to all, then many 
a heart, which had been cold and hard as 
the icebergs of the country, was thawed 
into tenderness, contrition, and love. And 
Greenland, at this moment, stands out a 
lovely ensample of the power of the preach- 
ing of the cross. 

Many similar exemplifications of our 
argument might be brought forward, but 
we shall content ourselves with adducing 

Q 5 
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the touching testimony of a converted 
North American Indian, whose language 
expresses what no language but his own 
could express. Speaking of the best 
means of christianizing the heathen^ he 
said, — '^ Brethren, I have been a heathen 
myself, and have grown old amongst 
them ; I therefore know their modes of 
thinking. A preacher once came to us, 
desiring to instruct us ; and began by 
proving to us that there was a Grod. On 
which we said to him, ^Well, and dost 
thou think we are ignorant of that ? Go 
back to the place whence thou earnest.' 
Then again another preacher came, and 
began to instruct us saying, *You must 
not steal or become inebriated, or tell 
falsehoods, or lead abandoned lives/ We 
answered him, ^Thinkest thou that we 
know not that ? Go, and practically learn 
these things thyself, and then teach them 
to thine own people ; for who are more 
addicted to such vices than they Y Thus 
we sent him away .also. At length a misi^ 
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sionary came to my hut, and sat down by 
me. The contents of his discourse were 
nearly these : * I come to thee in the name 
of the Lord of heaven and earth. He sends 
me to acquaint thee that he would gladly 
save thee, and make thee happy, and deliver 
thee from the miserable condition in which 
thou at present liest. To this end hebecame 
man, gave his life a ransom for man, and 
shed his blood for man. All that be- 
lieve in the name of this Jesus obtain the 
forgiveness of sins. To all that receive 
him by faith, he giveth power to become 
the sons of God. The Holy Spirit dwelleth 
in their hearts ; and they are made free 
through the blood of Christ, from the 
slavery and dominion of sin. And though 
thou art the chief of sinners, yet, if thou 
prayest the Father in his name, and be* 
lievest in him as the sacrifice for thy sins, 
thou shalt be heard and saved, and he will 
give thee a crown of life, and thou shalt 
live with him for ever in heaven.' I could 
not,'* added the converted native, " I could 
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not foi^et his words, they constantly re- 
curred to my mind. Even in sleep I 
dreamed of the blood which. Christ shed 
for us. * If, then,' continued he, * you 
would have your words gain an ei^trance 
among the heathen, preach to them Christ 
Jesus, his blood, his sufferings, and his 
death/ ^ How touchingly true, how deeply 
instructive^ this testimony of a dimple child 
of nature, begome a heaven-taught child 
of God ! Well , might the Saviour rejoice 
in spirit and say, " I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heavenand earth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes : even 
so, Father ; for so it seemed good in thy 
sight." . . 

What shall we more say ? May we not 
make our appeal to the records of the 
church in every age and in every land ? 
Wherever and whenever Christ has been 
exalted as a Saviour, pardon through his 
blood — full, free, plenteous pardon— has 
been proclaimed, — there God has given 
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testimony to the word of his grace ; there 
life has filled the church ; there God has 
added unto it continually such as should 
be saved. ^ But wherever and whenever 
the doctrines of the cross have been sup* 
pressed, compromised, or obscured ; — there 
light . has waned, godliness languished, 
and the Holy Spirit been restrained. 

If then, men and brethren, these things 
be so, — ** take heed what ye hear." Christ 
has in these words, not only authorized, but 
enjoined you to prove what is preached to 
you. See to it, therefore, that the Gospel 
which you hear be not a reserved, sophis- 
ticated, or distorted Gospel. Thank God ! 
the low as well as the high, the unlearned 
as well as the erudite, may exercise their 
judgment in this matter ; for, having in 
their hands the word of God in the 
vulgar tongue, they can bring what they 
hear to tl^ie test of that sure touchstone. 
Happily, with the Scriptures so univer- 
sally spread amongst us, and, by the 
blessed appointment of our church, so in-^ 
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cessantly read in our sanctuaries, it seems 
almost impossible that such notions as 
those which we have been exposing should 
gain much currency amongst us. No mar- 
vel then that the men who advocate such 
opinions should speak slightingly and mis- 
trustfully of the profuse distribution of the 
word of God, and the dissemination of 
religious tracts, as if all this were little 
better than "giving that which is holy 
unto dogs and casting our pearls before 
swine/* But beloved, "ye have not so 
learned Christ.** Therefore, " let no man 
deceive you with vain words." 

On the other hand, however, take heed 
that you do not rest in what you hear, and 
turn the grace of God into licentiousness. 
The doctrine of the atonement may be, 
has been, fearfully abused. Indeed, t^at 
doctrine has not been perverted ! If we 
were to give up every truth of revelation 
which the depraved heart of man has mis- 
used, we must give up holy Scripture alto- 
gether. The rather, however, beware that 
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you give no handle to those who mis* 
conceive and misrepresent your faith. 
Vindicate your principles by your prac- 
tice. " Adorn the doctrine of God Our 
Savwur in all things." Remember, 
that if Christ be made of God to 
you righteousness, he will also be made 
to you sanctification. Remember, that 
" they that are Christ's have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts." Re- 
member, that " he that saith, I know him, 
and keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him." God 
grant, that whilst you count all things but 
dung that you may win Christ, and be 
found in him, not having your own righte- 
ousness which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ ; you may, at 
the same time, know him and the power of 
his resurrection; and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto 
his death, if by any means you may 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead." 
God grant that we may be able to say of 
7 
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you, ^* Ye are our epistles written in 
our hearts, known and read of all men/' 

Let us again bless God for the sound- 
ness in the faith of our beloved church. 
On the vital subject which we have been 
discussing her voice is clear as the sound 
of the silver trumpet. In her second article 
she thus teaches : "The Son, which is the 
word of the Father, begotten from ever- 
lasting of the Father, the very and eternal 
God, and of one substance with the Father, 
took man's nature in the womb of the 
blessed Virgin of her substance : so that two 
whole and perfect natures, that is to say 
the Godhead and manhood were joined to- 
gether in one person, never to be divided, 
whereof is one Christ, very God, and 
very man ; who truly suffered, was cruci- 
fied, dead and buried, to reconcile his 
Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only 
for original guilt but also for, the actual 
sins of men." No less decisive is the lan- 
guage of her thirteenth article : — " Works 
done before the grace of Christ, and the 
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inspiration of his Spirit, are not pleasant 
to God, forasmuch as they spring not of 
faith in Jesus Christ, neither do they 
make men meet to receive grace, or (as 
the school-authors say,) deserve grace of 
congruity: yea, rather for that they are 
not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not 
but they have the nature of sin." If from 
the Articles we turn to the Homilies, how 
overwhelming the testimony which they 
bear. We must quote the entire " sermon 
of the salvation of mankind by only Christ 
our Saviour from sin and death everlast- 
ing," were we to do justice to their teach- 
ing. We must, therefore, content our- 
selves with stating, that it is difficult to 
conceive of a more broad, bold, undis- 
guised exhibition of the Atonement than 
that contained in this admirable Homily. 
Of the tone of the Book of Common 
Prayer we can only give a single instance. 
In the order for the visitation of the sick, 
the minister is instructed thus to address 
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the dying man : — **The Almighty Lord, 
who is a most strong tower to all them 
that put their trust in him, to whom all 
things in heaven, in earth, and under the 
earth, do bow down and obey, be now and 
evermore thy defence; and make thee 
know and feel, that there is none other 
name Under heaven given to man, in whom, 
and through whom, thou mayest receive 
health and salvation, but only the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Beautiful sum- 
mary of the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God ! Alas, that any of the sons of our 
church should forsake the steps and gain^ 
say the teaching of their venerable mother ! 
To wind up the whole, we would, with 
fresh confidence and joy, invite all of 
you who have an ear to hear and a 
heart to receive the overtures of mercy — 
" be ye reconciled to God.*' Doubt not 
but earnestly believe that God is more 
ready to receive you than you can be to 
return to Him, and to be at peace with 
you than you can be to be at peace with 
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Him. Tarry not, therefore, but leave all, 
rise up, and go unto your Father. While 
the prodigal " was yet a great way off, hi& 
father saw him and had compassion, and 
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him, 
and said, this my son was dead and is 
alive again, he was lost and is found." 
" Likewise I say unto you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth." 



THE END. 
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It is hoped that the Second Volume will 
be published early in next year. 
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